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TO THE READER^ 



At kngth» after tedious expe^ttoDi yov have this 
long wiùìtdJot work broogfat to ah end. Thett 
remains nothing now, bat to anfwer a few objec- 
tions, wUch may be made againft die' contents of 
ibme letters in all thefe volumes, and particularly in 
the two laft ; as alfo, to gite yon an account of 
what diis larfr Tolume contsans of remarkaUe, more 
l^han was mentioned in the preface to th» feventb, 
, ibme things being there oBacted through hafte and 
fcrgetf|ilnels* < r' ' i.. , ^ 

As to' ibe dbjeéHons^^ome people, more precifc 
Aan they need to bc^ find^faulc with our Arabian for 
the ieemibg lewihiefs of his fentiments, and profane 
expreffions of God and hk works, faying, that he 
writes more like a difciple of Carneadesaml Ejhcii^ 
rus, than of Mahomet, who taught his followers to^ 
think and fpeak with profound veneration of the God<^ 
head, and of all faints and prophets. They add, diat 
in fome of his letters he feems to banter all religion; 
whilft in others he appears like a hypocrite, extrava^ 
gantly devout and zealous, even to die heights of en« 
thufiafih Md divine madnefs. 

In anfwer to tht^, it is defired, that thefe gentle- 
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nìèn will frkfàfe to confiderà that our aitthor, though 
a pi^lMkà McAomctanj , yet is a mztijcndow^ wkh 
fenfe and reafòn, which he had much improved by 
f earfing of hiftories, by the ftudics of naturai^ mo- 
ral; atid potftical thiiigj, and liy liii own experi- 
èiental obfervatìóns in the world : That therefore, 
whea he fefems to defcant with an unwarrantable B- 
bcrtinifm,**profanely glancing with a rcHgious kitid 
of wantonnefs on dwine matters, it ought not to be 
takem fo much for fais own proper SitSt anaixfiiiif 
«8'libe refttk of t>tlhér men's erfof», and l3ie èpicicmi- 
-cal ihiftalEies and fuperffitioiEs wbkh hinre ia£cSteé 
file wofld ; fé tiisft he rather hints at- vAtM mfiy fife 
Aid by wsay of inféreaee, freei the gròtmdUfs cpi^ 
ftiofts ef fneii^ thtn to affiri aiay ibiog' pofitirdy 
àmifelf ié dHhonour of lille Iheky, fsr/tnie niKgidb^ 
ahd he btttere the-abafes ifaat àilbieiéry iferfaeiefowM 
ittdieTei^ideòf Odi, !ttBr>tlft^rv!Ìce'k^ inM 
word, he appears, in all his letters, a JDdftjf^^ rathàr 
Ami an Athejfl:, as fohie i^oiiM ic)i»d^ 
it* it we» enough kobwhr toi Atft hàià trafd ià 
TtlttScy, ^nd conytìrfcVidif mctf «^^fuTe-tBcre, • thili 
ètere are àbundanòe ^ Deidb -anfiehg the JidEhome^ 
tans, fts well ^« amoiftg iis C**a9Sa»s. v Had ^r Atì- 
KandemònftràteslSiait^he is one of théfe, inithofe 
«cry letters, t)r pcwodrf /of 'ietÉei*3,.wJieté ^hcy ta* 
iààì, with 4jypocrify **«»d extrtavdfjaM tfcvdtion f &* 
lieitag, as it weref, abibrbed and fwalbwed iip té' 
the profound còrafettiplation of nhe div^ ffiajèllfyi 
it is »o jrondcr Aat'he bwats imh fctto nip*urés of 
love, and ccftacies of admiration, his f hottghW Jfcifl^ 
all over ilra^at^ witb the iaoomprehéifii^^.Md/ e«- 



termJ fp]en4our$ ; and it is thefe traoicmdant- ^U^ 
rations of the foul, which are the canfe of idiat conr 
i:empt and low efteem he (hows tolrard the fiat and 
infipid notions and Ueas which the generalky^f mei^ 
have of the Creator of all things : It i^ tfaia pro^ 
Tokes him to mock and deride the Tanity of humaà 
traditions and ceremonies, the* ridiculous pomp and 
pageantry of external religion, which is apt to ex» 
hauft the Titals of true genuine piety, devotion, and 
virtue. 

Others are, or may be offended at his hfftorical 
ietterà of the four monarchies, alleging that thelie 
afe foreign to his bufinefs, as an agent incogmtù- fot 
the Grand Signior^ The fame fault they find with 
bis defciiptions, charaftcrs, and hiftories of the prc- 
fent comrmoAwealths in Europe, his province being 
to watch the motions, councHs, and tranfaéiions of 
the living, and notto rfhearfe the fa^ and expknt» 
of the dead* 

• In anfwer to this, it ought tb be confidered,, that 
diough the primary defign of the 'Ottoman Parte 
in fending this Arabian to Parig^ was ta penetrate 
into the fecrets of our (Jbriftian princes and ftates, 
and to return conftant intelligence thereof to the di- 
van, yet this did not hmdet but diat he might hold 
a correi^ndencc with his* private friends in Turkcyj^ 
ai&d (end them frequent letters on what fuhjedls he* 
pleafed, or as he thought would moil oblige them^? 
much lefs cpuid he be excufed from obeying the or«. 
ders he exprefsl.y ttcdved from the mufti, or any o^ 
ther principal' tninifter of ftatc, who iheuld* req^e» 
him J u hi» hour» of lei&rej to tranfaibe either an«»/ 

a 3 



t wi 3 

^Mi ^.m^àsm k^otk$9 ^ to draw c^Anoas out 
^ the 919ft «ie«ai;iei;t Greek and- Hainan autfaor% 
kftpwii^ him {to be fki^d ia thofe obfbktc laiv- 
gyiaigM» and tbat fuch books. were mc amoag the 
TfHrk«b Iry i eafon that prituivg U fadoid thrpughout 
the O^omao etvpue : Therefore he could do ao ìeù^ 
ii^diitf aadoMiunon.Giirilitjrt than.ohlige the mu&i 
Ttnth m alyArafk of ihe f^ur xnMarcbiea» whick be 
liMBfelf had offered of hu own acqprd, and.JKkewilc 
gratify the cxpeàations of Hamct the fccretary of 
ftate» who defired to be informed of the govem- 
i^ieiHSK bw8> vcUgion» cnlloms» maxwers, and cha* 
fafìer^ of ..us, Europeans» which our Arabian per^- 
fiormed ai well as he ^ould, ditriog his life 9 and had 
be lived longer^ t^e iU^no doubt but he would faaTS. 
I^foc^ded ia defcriibing.%g}andy .DiguDark^^wede* 
laiidf BLuffiaf Polfind^ Hungary, and. all other coun^ 
ti>ie» which iie hiHL;ioii»ach^ upoa; but it fcemt 
he was foatched away by fome fudden and XurprHing 
^te» tb<Hq;bQot altogether uafoicfeen; for he all 
a)QiD^ intifnatet» that h^ had fome preiages of. being. 
vp^z {acriilcfjt.^Q^^llf when 4)e |ieard of the. 
fuddea death» qj difappff^an^e aii le^d, of his cQr«^i 
tefpoj^leat iSUtW B^n S^h. the. Je^^ at .Vienna i 
^ then he jplainlj tells his friend OglQu in a letter» 
thath^^fu^&ed.he was madp away by. an order 
fropi, the Porte, /and that he expedcd to te Ibryed 
fo hUyife^ in a Ihtle time ; and it is poQible it m^£^ 
be.ioy it bdng ^iCaal with the Turkifh court thus to 
rew^4.4^ V^^f^ ^(r ^i^ "^ iaitlxful nvuifters^ 
an4 òi^R'all ^eir iervice^ with xnartyvdom to tbs^ 
ftate* 
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Af to what this bft volume' contains mote Aan 
was expreflèd-viii die picfacc to the fercnth, hetc 
yoa hare an account «f the '^horrid poifoning trade 
&at was praSifed^nF ranee in die^^yeab !ó8i and 
1682 ; as alfo fome remarks on our Popifli plot $ on 
the great comet that appeared about that time; with 
a particular abftrafk of the life, and ""an account of 
the barbarous murder of Dr. Sharp, archbiifaop of 
&. Andrews and primate of Scotland. He alfo 
touches upon the perfecution of the Huguenots in 
France. » 

But that which ought to be moft taken notice of^ 
is a letter of his to Nathan Ben Saddi, wherein he 
highly extols the journal of Carcoa> Nathan's prede- 
ceflbr in that poft ^ wfaicli journiil the tranSator of 
thefe Tolumes underftanding to be in the hands of 
the Itahah, who firft found Qur Arabian's paper§^ 
aad with whom he has fiace contraded a. corre- 
fpondence, he has endeavoured to prevail with him 
to communicate it to the publisher hereof i wherein 
if he (hall be fo happy as to fucceed, he will in due 
time tranfmit it to the world in our mother tongue/ 
to the fatisfaftion and benefit ofthe public. 
. Readef , farewel ; and envy not the induftrious. ^ 
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LETTER I. — ^Mahmut the Jrahlan at Paris, to Me- 

HEMET, A0 exiled Eunuch f at Grand Cairo in Egypt. 

« 

W HET HER. it be an cfFeA of thy melancholy letter, or 
of my own ugly conftìtntìon, I know not, but I aoi late- 
ly grown very defpcrate, and refolved upon death ; I am 
tired with whatfoever I have yet enjoyed in this world, 
and I expeft no greater fatfsfàftion (hould I live a thou- 
fandvyears. Every plcafure appears but the fame in dif- 
' ferent forms ; and they all agree in leaving us affiled 
itith the fame or greater pain than they found us in, 
Mrhich is a fulEcient argument to a man of fpirk, that he 
ought to die in purfuit of his own eafe. 

We ivalk here on earth irt aft enchanted cit'cle of fha- 
dows and mockeries ; our whole life i» full of vanity and^ 
miftake ; every man's fortune is but a repetition of that 
of Ixion ; we court clouds inftead of divinities, and out 
inoft channing fruitions confift in cmptinefs. • • 
Vol, FIJI. A 
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Indeed all this vifible vyorld is but a hiighty pageant, 
a pompous emblem, a gaudy type of that invifible region 
which is the mother of fpirits. Oh ! that it were lawful 
for a mortal to releafe his fo^l from its long irkfome exile 
•here below, and fend it home to its native country, the 
kingdom of di^'ne ideas ! then would I foon launch forth 
into the unknown- abyfs : But we muft be refigncd, and 
not think much tol>ear our feveral dedinies, and patient- 
ly wait f<Sr the appointed »lKnir of tnKifraigration, for it is 
in vain to think of haftening or delaying our fate ; he- 
fides, for ought we know, the next iiation may be worfe 
than this ; every thing i» full o^myfterious darknefs, and 
therefore, pr'ythee Mehemet, let thoutand I lay afide all 
fruitUfs care and fadnefs, be as merry as will confift with 
' the wifdom of a man,, and when thou findeft this black 
diftemper approaching thee, run away from it, and fhel- 
ter thyfelf in good company ; arm thyfclf with wine and 
mufic againft the fulien demon of melancholy ; but I 
CQunfel thee to avcnd women, for they will but incrcafe 
thy malady. 

It is one of that fex has given me this fit of grief^ a 
woman that I have loved too much ; but; fhe is ungrate-* 
fill, falfe, and cruel ; (he takes a iÌQgular delight in cheat- 
ing me with falie (hows of k>ve and frlendihip^ and then 
in undeceiving me again» The fame tongue which at 
fome times will drop foft, kind, obliging words, at axu)- 
ther feafon fhall utter nothing but contempts, defiances, 
and fcoms. 

Thou wilt wonder that a man of my age fhould be 
concerned with any paffion for women. I tell thee, my 
friend, it Js impofiible for me to banifii from my heart an 
affedion which has poifefied it for above^ thefe l:hiity- 
years. The love of that fcx is riveted in our natcre, 
and our blood muft fiirft grow cold, asid be congealed hj 
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death» before this flame can be extinguished ; aay» many 
times it is more fervent, though of a fhort duration^ in 
our lateft hour» than in our prime ; as when the oil which 
feeds a lamp is alsaoft fpent» the ftartled flame begina to 
roofe itfdf and bum afrefli, as if it would filin . fubfifl; .9, 
Httie longer, though 09 the very dreg» of its accuftomcd 
fuel ( it crackles and flafliet with greater noife aiid iu&re 
than before, but prefently expires ; fo does this amorous 
fire, when we are nieareft to our diflokition^ begin to trou- 
ble us moft, and makes our foul to blaze with fevers of 
dcfire and grief, knowing its period is near. 

Mehcmet, let thou and I keep our affeétìons for the 
beautiful and cofifbmt daughters of paradife, who will 
never caft an eye on any man befide their own. Doubt- 
lefe this is part of fttpreme felicity* . - ' 

Pang, 14th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1673. ' 



IL — To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to the 
Sultan. 

X HIS has been a terrible campaign to the Germans and 
their coafiedcrates ; for when they firft took the fi^d in 
the fprkig, their force* amounted to fixty thoufand men, 
but now at the breaking up, and going to their winter 
quarters» they could not number above twenty thou(and ; 
-fo.that they have loft two parts in three of their army ; 
whilft the. French profper and are vidorious, taking their 
towns and caiUea» fubduing whole provinces to the obe- 
dience of this iavinciUfi monarch» and extending his con- 
fitcfts far and wide through the French-Cempte, Leg- 
nili, Alikce, findiaat, Fhmders» Catalonia, and even to 
tbe ifles of the fea. 

I havet formedy gitieo an. account to the minifter» of 
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the Porte of ill the moft. remarkable aÀioh» pei formed 
in thcfe feveral quarters ; there remaiils only a late fà- 
indus victory galftcd by the Marefcted de Tùrcnnc, near 
'Strafburghj of which I cannot gWe thee the partìcuiari, 
neither is it very material ; but in bfief*I (halt acquaint 
thee; that Aroti^ «he corinivance 6f the Ekdo» of 
Menti and the ckhetis of Strafbtirgh, the confederate 
forces, amounting to forty thoufand - men, 'got f^acfi^ige 
ibvcr the Rh^,a!Hl had Kke to havefftrpi-ifèd'the French^ 
who were not abl^vetw^nty-fìte-thoiifiibd^rongV b»t the 
•irlgSanee and- gbed licmdii^ '^ Monfkttt Tutfentie pre- 
^N^ttJ- tìHék defign, and turned the fortune of war to bi» 
-•wn'fidt. Tteie 'wtfc general cGinrfidering the unequal 
•^BÈfibers i^'hie eiiébrìks, dki not think it fit to engage lik 
T^hole army at ortce w^th theii», kft lie ^piould be^^i^ 
preffed with their multitude, being almoil double in mim- 
"ber to hfs ; but he fought them by detachments, fettmg 
upon tlitfm in their march ; and this fucceeded very for- 
tnnately, for he wa» in poiTcfllon of the moil advantageows 
pofts and paffes of the countr)\ He lined the hedges with 
fome of hÌ3 men, who galled the- enemies as tbey marched 
'along the roads; h€ pl»n€4?d others on the <ki::live of hilb, 
under' the covert of thie^ets,- wkich grew* on càdì fide of 
«deep ways, through which the enemy mtift pafk ; thele 
annoyed them forely from their (hady heights, whiift 
fome attacked them in the front. Thus by gradual ikir- 
mifhes he cut off many thoufands, and ftrewed the roads 
with dead bodies, till the confederates perceiving how 
they were embarra&d on all hands^ took the advantage 
•of atrertain wood, where they retrenched themfelves, and 
•ftood in their own^fence a long time $ but the French 
^afc ktfgth forced them from this fheltery and then began 
a formal battle, which proved bloody «o the imperialifts, 
for they had above' three thoi^nd of . th«r . men kSlsd 
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upon the fpot» bciidcs ^hok that were wavm(l£<l ^i?^ ta^ 
ken .prifooers ; they loft alfo ten pieces of their cannon^ 
wà the grotind WjU coyered with cwaflcs, halbert^ 
pikes, muikfta» fwrords,- ami aU fortA offan^s, which the 
confiederal^es* left hehiod in their pretpipiu^e. retreat, by 
mghi ; for fo general a conflerpatioo faRdfeiH^dthe miiM^ 
of the foldiery, that fdl the rhetoric of the- offifiers W4s 
qot fuffiiient.to ftop their flight* la this; battle the Ma- 
i«£chal de Torenrie had his hoirie kSled up^ |ùia l^y a 
noiket-fiioty but he received no hi^rt himfeUi». 
> t He ia a JonniiaCe aod wife geoefal» koowiag how to- 
krm faimfdf of all opportunities aad fidvaotages of time» 
plaeev and o^er evciuziiUidces which offer themfeW» to 
sfc.niaxi'4 confideralioB in ^aie <^ .war 1 he never att^ick^. 
an eaemy «zthgiil being §i^^:oi getti^ the :TÌàory, or 
at kaft. of retirijig. f<ècttrely and h^aqm^hf from the eona^- 
brt;,' The FtenA.yfeytofey, " That if the Prince of 
Cdnde had An «lloy of'*Tureane's eaith in , his . temper» 
and JTmemie had the Prince of Condi's fire» there wro9ld 
mt be two &ch odi^.geoerals in tlie whole world." 
• Serene aga, oscure has difpenfed h^r gifts in thrifty 
parcels I every man has his genial exceUeacy ; and it in 
race to find one whole faults do .not couaterpoiie his per-, 
fisdiona. May Hcarea tuxti the right fcale for ù^ and 
me, 

Parii, 4d of the tft Moon, of die Year 167^ 



III. — To MiRMADOLiw, Santone of the Vide of Sidon. 

XSlow I wfll .indulge (acred thoughts» and £ollow the 
motions of wiCdom ; I will obey the in^iratioos of my 
better gem'us» and xiifcourfe of things not fit for vulgar 
ears ; 1 will not cail my holy, things to dogs^ fioi cxpofe 
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that which IS prteiotts to tlie feet of fwioe. Let the 
fmith labour at liis anvil, and hammer the metal into 
what form he pleafes ; hts eye is wafted with the perpe- 
tual vapour of the fire ; and as to intette^ual things, he 
It ilark blind : So is the carpenter who works in timber, 
and hews away th^nobs and roughnefles with his axe ; 
he faws it inrto planks, and afterwards fmooths it ^tli hit 
plane ; he marks out hÌ3 work witb line and plummet, 
and meafares it with rule and compafs ; he fits one piece 
to anotKcr, and when all is polifhed and prepared to hia 
tmndr he joins them together in a frame, and lejoices in 
the fuccefs of liis indaftry and flciU. 

Thcfe and all other mechanics bend their mind to their 
tootle ; that is the fcope of their ambition ; and when 
t%éy have done, they eat and otivk the fruit of their la^ 
bours ; they ftudy not the hyingB of ftmoua men, aor 
penetrate info the myfleries dP daniL parables ; they have 
no inclination to feek out the wifdom of the ancicats, or 
to meditate on the Jnftruéiions of fages ; therefore witk 
fuch as thefe I will not conveife, or talk of the way of 
ptrfeélion ; nor yet with wreftler*, fencers, or Ibldiers ; 
I have as little h^>e6 to prevail on marinets, lawyers, and 
coUTtiers, or on airy that are entangled in woddly affairs ; 
but I sddrefs myfelf to a good and knowing man, wh<$ 
underftands himfelf, and what his bufinefs is in this 
world ; who comprehends the force of the chains which 
entangle his foul in this mortal life, and is inftru6^ed in 
the method of difengaging himfelf. To fuch -an one I 
fpeak, and not to others, who lie fhoring in their lethar- 
gy, and will not be waked. 

Certainly it is as impofQble that one and the fame rule 
of life (ho u!d fit the various tempers and conditions of 
men, as that one and the fame courfe fbotiM be taken ef- 
fedually to difpofc a man to fleep, and violently to keep 
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ium awake : For he that \7ould ilecp out. his whole life^ 
if amy be fo fotti(h, itl>€hoves him to piv»cure a conilaat 
fupply of things whicli create Hcq) ; wliereaa he that dc- 
figns to be TÌ,c!Jant a::d active, mail furnifli himfelf with 
fuch things as ciiaf** av/ay fl^ep, and incline to watchftil- 
Bcfc. The former 'iiwrcfGre oui^lit to give himftlf op to 
g^attony, drunkeanei:)) ii/ti lurfciting ; he (hould have a 
dark houfe, a lott and lar ;;c: be J, an^ fhould ufc all mas- 
ner of applications that can: c drcTwiinefs» as foporiferous 
perfuaiesy potions, Sec. ; whereas the latter ought to bp 
always fober, to drink moderately, and cat a ilender diet ; 
to have a light houfe, a fereiic air, a {*r:ui: of pain, a 
ftrait and hard bed, little fitted for man's Kjjofc. 

But whctlier we mortals are in a place where we ought 
perpctitaliy to be upon our watch, or tvhetber our whol^ 
life oaghc to be but one niglit of flecp, is known only to 
ùich as thecy who haft difct>vcred Che prefUgious magic 
of the body, aiui how the foul is enchanted in this world ; 
who bait found out the native aéUvity of the nitndi and 
how it comes to b^ flupified by the hidden opiates that 
lie lurking in the £e{h« . 

Holy Santone, whilft we are in thia world of fliadow% 
we arc peifed exiles,, bani^ed from our native country^ 
which u the world of real fabflances : The more we are 
drenched in matter, the father do we ftraggle from 
home, wandering in foreign defarts of enchanted ground, 
where we convtrfe with none but empty fpeélres, fairies» 
demons, elfs, and cheating apparitions ; for all that is in 
this ootward world is but a falfe delufion, the mimicry of 
nature, a heap of (hadows revecfed and tinéinred with ^ 
faint projection from the wortd of h'ght. 

Knowing therefore tlurfe things, let us make hafte to 
return to our native feats again ; let us diveft ourfelvet 
of the ftraoge habits we have taken up by imitation in 
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.tills our* pilgrimage » and parge our minds of aB the 21 
qualities we have imbibed on earth ; let us cail off cor- 
rupt affeélionsy appetites, and inclinations, with every 
vain aad falfe opinion. When we arc freed from all thcfe 
weights, our fouls will eafily mount aloft j their wing» 
never flagging till they perch upon the trees of paradife. 
What is more generous than the mind of man, when once • 
awakened from the flumbers of this mortal life ? How it 
defpifes thefe terrene 'enjoyments, and only pants and 
thfrfts for the fupreme delights above ! As iron turns it- 
ftlf, and makes its amorous approaches to tiic magnet, 
fo is the foul attraded by tlie original Efféncc which is 
its fource and centre. 

There are two fpecies of chains which tie the foul 
down to this earth, and caufe her to grow duH and tor- 
pid, as if fhe were inebriated with deadly poifon, forget- 
ting her very native faculty of contemplation. 'Thcfe arc 
pleafure and pain, of which our fenfe is the Author, with 
the pr^j^oiTeffion, phantafies, opinions, memories, and ap- 
petites, which accompany our fenfe ; thefc. hurry and 
precipitate the foul down from her proper manfìon, and ^ 
odienate her front the love of the only true fiUifiaotial .Be- 
ing ; therefore we ought to abftain from fenfible things 
as much as in us lies, and fhun all objeela that ftir .up ir- 
Tegidar appetites, and produce abfurdhies iu our reafon. " 

How many ftrange àffcé^ions flow from our tafte, bind- 
ing fail the foul with a double cord, whilft the high re-- 
IHh and guft of favouiy meats cnfnare her in the palate 
as in a net, and the load of indigclled crudities weigh* 
and finks her down into the belly, where flie is kept as 
in a dungeon, till facred abftincnce releafcs her again. 
. The fenfe of touch does often draw the unwary foul 
forth from her faftncffcs within, trepanning her with foft 
aBurcmerits and fly promifes of pleafure to take the air 
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of • the body ; thus faaTing got her into $he open fie]^ 
an aoibufcdde of lufts, concupifcenccsy perturbations» fears, 
cares» love» joj» grief» and other pafllons» rufh upon her 
mn a fi^ddeo» and take her captive* How neceiiary there^, 
£ore is it to be always on our guard» and not to lull ouff- 
felves in dangerous fecurity ? Nor ought we to be rafli 
and fool-hardy in venturing on a combat» where it is bet^ 
ter to decline it» left» io&ead of vidor]^ ;we betray th^ 
weakncTs o( our arms» and want of proper confluii, 

O pcrfedi man» thou feeft thefe things in clearer L'gh( 
than I ; it is not to inform thee that I write» but to coi^- 
^rm myfelf» whilii I colkdi my fcattered thoughts» and 
put them into order. If thoa. ihalt vouchfafe to fend n^e 
thy conceptions <m this fubjed, I will revere the bleffed 
difpatch, as though it were an oracle. 

In the^mean while» may Heaven regard thy innocent 
life» and ftiU protect thee from the cafualties that threaten 
all of mortal race.« May thy prayers be heard, and thy 
good works rewarded ; finally, may thy end be like that 
of Epoch» who never faw death» but was tranHated alive 
to paradife. , ^ 

Paris, 9th of the ad^Moon, of the Year 1674» 



IV.—To Ahi, Bqfii. 

It is evident that the French arms are deflinednot to ruftf 
one provocation or other always keeps them in aélion^ 
.The neighbouring princes and ftates t^ke their tiuns to 
affront and injure this monarch» and fometimes' they fct 
upon him all together ; farely they envy and fear the rifing 
fortune of France, and therefore ftrive by ftratagems. and 
force to check its growth. . * * 

There having been fevcral a^Sts of hoftility dojli: by the 
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^▼crrior of the SpanÌ(h Netherlands, without any hopes 
«f 'a hit redrefsy this king found himfelf obliged to de- 
clare open war «gainft Spain. 

This was done Tery fertely, and at the fame time rfic 
Dvkc dc Nan«ull« was fcot with an artny into Flanders, 
where he foon took the town and caftk of Aubefpine» 
the towns of Pcfme and Momais, the callk of Oigny, 
#ith the towns gf Gray and Vezont. 

This laft is a phice of eonfiderable importance, being 
tailed the gate of Lorrain, and the poftem of the 
yrandic-Oompt-c ; whereby this monarch is become ac- 
tual mafter of the baillage of Amont, which comprehends 
V dboTC five hundred villagcAU 

• The Spaniards feeing him «thus fuccefsful, and that 
they could not by open refinance ftop the courfe of his 
viftoriey, took another method, and fought to undermine 

' him by plots and tionfederacies with fome of his fiibjeéls. 
They had agreed with thè Chevalier dc Rohau to 
fettle on him a' penlion of eight thoufand livres a-year, 
and to prefent him out of hand with fire thoufand piftolea» 
if he would put them in pofieffion of Quillcbouf, a ftrong 
plaèe in the province of Normandy. 

The Chevalier de Rohan had made himfelf and them 

believe that it was in his power with much eafe to per- 

form t"hfs, but he was miftakcn ; fome of his friends ftiy 

. \ he never thought of accofnplifhing his bargain, hie credit 

being too fatéì in that place, and that he only aisied t^ 

, «epair his fortune by cheating the Spaniards of their five 

thotifand piftoles. ' However, the plot was difcovered to 

" ^FVtneh king, who has his i^ies in all corners of the 

Ipn^om ;* the unfortunate chevalier was feized 9ké 

brought to the Ballile, and being convifted of treafdn» 

* was condemned to lofe his head, which was accordtagly 
«KcittsdL 
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The MarquiB of Villftrsi and the Stear de Fereau» fi^- 
kreà the (bme |>uniihmcnt, as accompKces in the treafop ; 
another French lord of the party ivas killed in defending 
ktmfelf a^nd thofe who were ordered to arreil him.' 
Thefe had undertaken to deHver other (ilaces of ftreng^h 
into the hands of the Hollanders^ who fird began ^e 
war. . ♦ 

Had their confpiracy taken efFc^, it would have been 
no difiBcuIt matter to corrupt other grandees with the 
Spaniih gold» and fo a third pac€ of France might hare 
been fold for a price not allowable in the n^arketslof 
kings ; for it feems the Hollanders and Spwtardi wore 
upon the point of making fbeir defccnts in Norman^ 
and Bretagne, being invited thereto by the large promi- 
fes of the perfons before-named^ and their coufederatfs^ 
who made them believe that fi great part of the nobility 
•and gentry of thofe provinces would, come.oter to thijni 
as fobn as they faw them landed ; and there was no need 
to fear any oppofìtion from the vulgar, who are bound to 
follow the fortune of their lords; befidcsy they are al- 
ways deflrous of novelty and change. 

There is nothing fo abjedt, poor, and contemptible, ^as 
the peafantry of France, who labour only for others, 
whilft they can hardly get bread for themfelves out of |dl 

• their. toM; in a word, they are ablblate flaves to thtm 
wkofe tenants they are, and whofe kinds tbcry f»rm; they 

^ are not more oppreffed by. the pubHc taxes and gabrls 

• than they are by the pifivate impo6tions of their coun^ 
^ lords, befide the unreafonable demands of the pnefttf, 
. Thefe fufferings difpofe them to wiih for any retolutjoil 
. kk the governm^t, from which rliey might hope to te- 

ceive gentler ufage. t 

(t viras this partly whi^h. encouraged the Hollanders 
and Spaniards to think of invading France ;;.otbcwìiè 
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they had qnly been upq^ t]»fi dcfeofivc. This kieg has 
to do with a gteat many potest «nemica; the emperor 
holds him play on .the Rhine; the Duke of Lorrain 
-gives him diverfion in }m new eonquei^^ on that iide; 
the Xing ,of Spain, p^its him to a great expeoce of men 
apd money in Flaaders; the^'Hc^anders infeft him by 
fea, and would do by land> if they knew. which way. Yet 
this monarch copes with them all, balBcs their plots and 
inuigueSy foils their arms^ daily gains ground^ and b> a 
continued feries of cooqueft, maj^es it apparent that his 
il^ the only flourifhing fortune in the Weft. 

The K]pg of Sweden hcid made certain propo&ls pf 
peace between . the £mpeut>sy£ the King of France, the 
King of Spain, the States of Holland, and fome of the 
cleéloral princes ; in order to which he offered himfelf to 
become a j&edialor beween them* He £ent hia ambaHadors 
accordingly to a place agri:ed upon by all parties, as the 
moft coovement for QQnferen(;e& of this nature ; fo did iJl 
' the other princes and ^ates concerned in the war : But k 
fcems there was a gsofs. affront put upon Guillaume de 
Furftemberg, plen^otentiary to the Ele^or of Cologne^ 
by tbe Marquis de Grana, ambaffador to the emperor. 

Thifewas deeply refented at the French court, as being 
» ootcrious bi^eich of tÌM? law of nations. ; and the king 
pubU{hed a i»ai^f$^ wherein he charged the empen^ 
with giving otoder for this infult, declarmg alfo, that ua« 
left dae btisfadUoLa were naade, he would withdraw his • 
ambaffadors ùiapa» the ^lace of confet^ence, and ^eek juftice 
with fword in hand. ... 

He complained to the King of Swedeland of this ¥Ìo- 
,lea<;e« and filtered into a clofe and ftrìéi league with him; 
Guftavus prefently recals his ambaffadors from the public 
meeting, commanding them to protcfl againil the aéUon 
of ;be Marquis de Grana, as a violation of th^ civil law%f 
. ■ ' a 
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the French king has done the fthne, and all things feed 
to portend a general diilraé^ion in Europe, 

Thofe of the Roman church fìght agalftCl one another, 
as well as they cqmbine againft the proteftants, whom 
they cftccm as the cotmnon tmrnyy and have little better 
regard for them than we muffulitian» have for the Ferfian 
kyfilbafchi, whom we execrate as ^abominable heretics. 
One fart of proteftants alfo cabal againft another ; the 
Lothcrans hate and perfecute the Calvinifts, whicli the 
latter return with equal anrniofity» Thefe infidels are 
caught in the devil's fnare, where they bite and devofir 
one another ; they are in egregious darknafs, toffed a- 
bout in a tempeft of errors ;* they are furrounded with 
enchantments ; their guides are forcerers and magicians ; 
hell has a hand in all their de'vices. ^ t 

O ye true believers, lift up your heads $ for the hour 
is approaching wherein the ancient prophecies ntuft be 
fulfilled, <« That the dragon of the Baft fhall wage war 
with the eagle of the Weft, and fhall devour him whole 
with all his feathers." Woe be* to thèe, O land o£ Ja* 
phet, in the year 1 700 of th^ Chriftia^ ftik. 

Mighty baflky thou who hail not numberfdi half n(^ 
yirars, mayeft live to Xee thefe things come to pafs ; As 
for m« I am hailening to the fpkits of any fanhera, to a 
region of iilence aad eternal rettren^cnt, to a place whei^ 
all the vanities^ of this earth ihall be forgotten. . . . 

In the HKan time, live thou to be awitne&olfhe.grand 
revolution, which will aftonifh all the wozld» - - 

Part8| 7th of the 3d Moea, of the. Year 16? 4. 
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V. — To Cara Hali» Phyjtcian to the Grand Signior. 

Jl RAISE be to God, from whom alone proceed health , 
long life, and immortal happlnefs ; in the whole fanuly of 
fevers I ncVer was much fubieA to any, except it were that 
of loYC. This indeed is become habitual to me ; it is grown 
a perfeél heélìc ; furely it is more than (ecohd nature ; I 
feel fomething in the very roots* of my^effence, prompt* 
ing me to eternal foftneffcs, wild melting fits of frefh Pla- 
tonic tender paffions ; nothing can provoke my hatred 
%iit an obdurate furly-tempered fellow, who being the 
offspring of fome bloody butcher, poulterer, or greafy 
cook, his very face port^f^ a prefent mafTacre, and ?S1 
hfs words breathe nothmg elfe but a continued train of 
cruel wrongs and violences againft the innocent ; pity to 
him founds' like the news of famine to a (larving man ; 
but if you would make him fmile, and put him in good 
humour, tell him how he may get an eftate, by oppreffing 
the fatherlefs and widows, or increafe his wealth by ruin- 
ing whole families ; tell him how he may over-reach fome 
filly credulous young heir, or outwit his neighbour in a 
bargain. He cherifhes a fpider in his brain, and his heart 
18 full of webs. To fuch a temper as this I cannot be 
reconciled ; there is an innate antipathy, an immortal 
contrariety tn our fouls ; my fpirit is daunted, and re- 
treats within me at the fight of fuch an one ; a languor 
and faintnefs feizes my limbs ; I am like one that has 
touched a torpedo. 

Surely there is ro fpecies of four-footed beafts, of 
birds, of fiih, of infefts, reptiles, or any other living thing, 
whofe nature is not found in man. How exadUy agreeable 
to the fox are fome mens tempers, whilft others are perfeft 
bears in human fliape ! Here you ihall meet a crocodile, 
who fecks with feigned tears to entrap you to your ruis^ 
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thicre a fly ferpent creeps, and winds hlmfelf into your 
aiSedionSy and when he is well warmed with favours, on 
a fudden he will Wte and fting you to death. Tigers, 
lions, leopards, panthers, wolves, and all the monftrous 
generations of Afric, may be feen mafquerading in the 
forms of men ; and it is not hard for an obferving mind 
to fee their natural complexion through the borrowed vi- 
zard. The phyfiognomy of vice and virtue are eafily di- 
ilinguifhed ; there arc fomc fecret charaélers in every 
face, which fpeak the nature of the perfoh ; fo dofs Pla- 
tonic love, with eagle eyes, foon trace the fignatures of 
what is amiable in the foul. We read the hidden qusdi- 
ties of men at the firft glance, and hence are laftirrg 
friendfliips often contraded. I love my friends without 
~ referve, and becaufe thofe are very few among our mor- 
tal race, I contraft familiarities with th^/ harmlefs ani- 
mals ; I ftudy like a lover 10 oblige znàjkln theìr^4Rarts 
by all the tender offices I can perform f I bear with pa- 
tience their wild froward tricks, till cònftant pctfeveranée 
vanquifhes their ftubborn humours ; then when we once 
begin to underftand each other aright, they make me a 
thoufand fweet returns of gratitude, according to thdr 
kind ; when I ans melancholy, they will foon divert me 
with one*pretty trick or Other, as if they were' fenfible of 
iny pain. ' ' * 

But becatifc my love is large and ftrohg, ftifl feeking 
to dilate itfelf, though ftifl recoiling ffom the degenerate 
race of men, I go into the fields and woods, arid make 
my filcnt court unto the trees and flowers, and fomenmes 
I converfe in raiHery with echos ; I laiiguifh on the banks 
of cryftal flreams, and pine away for aft old niofly rock ; 
the oak inflames mc with a Éicred paflìon ; when I behold 
her vcnfrable bulk and fliade, I could almoft turn drmd 
for her fekc, and take my rcfidcncc up'fof- ever in her 
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ÌhìUow tmnk» wbore'tli^'kiBd genK of tb« air would vìfit 
mCf and teli vae things to come, ifi|ii:u<^iog n^e m ali the 
myflcni^fl of nature ; for I.am in love even.wkh thofe in-^ 
vi&bki hiiù^t and often tdU mj pa£Soa to them in the 
woodsy or on fonie mountain, where the covr|eou^ winds 
tranfpon my words» and waft their fecret aDfwers .back 
again. Th^ is m^ foul fnatched up in facred ecilacies^ 
becaufe the immortals condefcend to talk with me j I of- 
ten fall into a trance, and wake not till the fun is got 
half •ly into the other hemifphere ; then 1 refolve to 
pafs away the night in this fweet fc^Itude» . . 

Had I the tongues or pens of Cicero and Dcmofthenes, 
I could not to the life expref» the pleafures that I feel at 
fuch a time» when free and uodiilurbed I can for fcvcral 
hours behold tlie mptions of the moon and Hars. Oh 
God!. what thoughts, what contemplations rife withia 
, my breaH I my ravi&ed foul ia^ ready to break prifon 
for pYf when it is infpircd. with certain demonftrations 
of the world's eternity. M^inks^t fuch a time I b;ea]r 
the noife and bufile of the worlds above ; methinks I fee 
the active bufy tenants of the moon and ftars trudging 
about their daily bufinefs, even like us mortals here be- 
low. Then it is I naufeate the narh>w principles of igno* 
jranti faperfliti0us men *,. I bate to think of ever, ret urn- 
jng to the city again, there to profane my reafon with 
the vain difcourie of felf'Canceited fools and, idiots ; I am 
cloyed with life, and wifh to die amidft tbcfe charming 
fpeculationsi .Thus da 1 pafs the time.away till fair Au^ 
xora uflxers in the rofy-fingered morn ; then I begin. to 
refl.e£k.^ mydufy as a muffulman,^d flave to. the Grand 
vSignipr; I hafte to wafti..myfielf in the ne3^t.ftr^afl[i» ^nd^ 
chee«1&^y. .proftr^tc myfdf . upon the ground, adoring the 
Eternal Soiurce of all things ; after which, abundantly fa.^ 
ti^^d yritt thcf? nailurnal pleafui:cs, . I return, tpt^w^j^l* 
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ty> and to nfy bt:^nefft, confidering thit I wsM not vhol* 
ly born for contemplation. 

Learned Hali, I wifh thee coafummste happioefe in 
this life^ and fortunate' tranfmigi&ttons after death», pta^i- 
i^ alfo that I maf merit ooe day to enjoy thy conpqpmy * 
in paradife, where we may difcoar£c thefe tbiagd more «it- 
large, and in a clearer light than what thia earth affords. 
Adieu. 

Paris, ad of the 5th Moon, of the Year i(J74. * * 



VL — To Kerker. IIassan, BaJIà. 

X o what purpofe ani I kept longer in Parigi why. do 
the miniftcrs of the Porte put the Grand Si^or to a" 
needlefs cxpeftceitl maintaining here an old fuperannuat-* 
ed flave, not "Worth his daily bread i And yet, God knowp,?^ 
I eat not raucha'oeith^ tjani taflie any.plcafure in that' 
little I eat. My reflections are like the entertainments of 
magicaltables. Where the eye is deluded with a fair fliow 
of various ddicacies> but the ftomach i» not (at&ficd.with 
any real food, nor the body Ibrengtheftcd by any fubilan- * 
tial nòarifhmcnt ; only the languiftiing imagination feeds' 
on fantafl^ic difhea, mere -flindowft) and enchanted^ refem^ * 
blances of foKd meat, while the mart is .ready to feint fqr* 
hunger. So I fcem to myfelf to eiit and dritik, but it is 
with fo little guft at prefent, and I receive fo little bci>c- 
fit from it afterwards, that all appear^ no more than a vi- 
fionary feafl:, or# collation in a dresim. • • 

I have now paffed the grand climaéler of human lifi;, '■ 
being entered into the fixty-^ourth year of «ly age<; 
my fenfes droop, and all the faculties of my foul and bo»' 
dy decay^apace ; my bones are weary of fupportmg their 
accuftomed burden ; my finews and miif\:l«» refufe to per- 
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ftirm the offices of motion, at kaft their vigour is much 
flackened and impaired ; in a trord» the infirmities of my 
liody have -ranked mc under a new predicanìeiit ; I am 
become a three-footed animal, being forced to walk with 
a flaff, to prevent the necelEty of mctamorphotìng my 
hands to feet, and crawling on all four. 

Judge now, illuftri6us Arab, after what I have (aid, 
whether 1 am fitting to do the Grand Signior fervice in 
this ilation. As for the intrigues of the «court, I am quite 
tired of them ; befidcs, here are now no more Richiieus 
and Mazarihis in being, with whom I might infnraate on 
the fcore of /kill in tranflating Greek, Sclavonic, Arabic, 
and other Eafteni languages ; Ofmln #he dwarf is alfo 
difàd, from whom I u fed to learn many fecrets^ fate has 
alfo fnatched away fevera! courtiers with ^hom I had in* 
timate eonverfe. Atld to this, that £liachim grow» oU. 
and crazy, who was once as my right hand ; fo prompt 
and dexterous in any t;ufitiefs eiF difficulty $ faithful sdfo 
as Tiiy own heart, which never was tamted ■ witit the leaft. 
iymptom of difloyalty : So that, all things confiderei^ I 
, cannot fee what the fublime minifters can propose in re^ 
laining me at Pans. 

I do not defire, as formerly, to travel into India, at 
any other region of the Eiift ; I do not fo much as covet 
to fee my own native country, for which I have had 
fuch paffionate longings. No, every place will be A- - 
rabia to me, where I may reft from bufinefs of fiate, and 
ihut up my latter days in quietnefs. It is time for me to 
bid adieu to the aftive life, and betake .myfclf wholly t* 
contemplation. I would fain abandon, not only the 
aétual 'vanities of this fading world, but the very re- 
membrance and thoughts of them. My mind is nanfe- 
ated with the ideas of paft folly, which men falfely caU 
pleafure ; and I find no guid in any thing but the medi- 
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Utiaa of death) '.and the ankooirB ftate of dqiarteé 
fools; «H other things are oncettaEm toys and empty, 
tyifles ; but that great change, which no mortal hatb 
e?er yet cfcaped, is flable, permaaeiit, and fixed by deftÌ4 
ny ; fate has fet the period, whkh winds up the epoch» 
of every man's life in this vtfibW ftate, and begins a sew 
begins whereof we have no x:omputation, in regard we 
have no corrcfpondence with that unknown wodd ; nei- 
ther are there any certain hiftories extant which can 
rightly inform ns. The flight of the fovl horn the bbdf 
begins the myfterious date ; bnt where or when it wiU 
end, is not known to ns that iby behind. This, there 
fore, alone is wonky of an oU man's thoughts, àow to 
prepare himfelf for death, fince he cannot protrae the. 
term of his life beyond the nu»nent aHottad by Hcavoo $ 
neither am he be afluved what wiil become of in aften*: 
wards. 

Think DOt, Serene èaffa, that I am going to lay • 
train for the rtpatatkm of a faint, or wouhl fet np all ob 
a fudden for an estraotdinary pious man* No, there is. 
nothing of thiat in it. I - hate the rigid hypocrify of 
forced penance, and the rcHgious lunacy of thofe wiio< 
never tinnk they do» enough to atone for their fins, unkfs 
they outdo humanity itfelf in their cruel mortifications^ . 
Thefe are monlters in all good divimty, and their examp*: 
pie is not to be followed. * 

What i aim at in this difcoorfe, is, that -as accordìi^ > 
to i^e order of nature, and will of deftiny, we are bom. 
R«9n,' &> we fhòuid take care to lire and die : And if we: 
have fuffered the former part of our Hfe to daple with«i 
out dnc refìeélion on fo important a truth, it is but rea^ 
fon, that when we approach near the grave, when all 
our fenfes, faculties, and members, do the part of King 
Philip's page, patting us daily and hourly in mind of 
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oiir'mortalkf , iù i» bui rcalbn» I fay, that ihcti we (hooHà 
begin to. recoiled ourfelvtefl, and to think whereabouts 
wc are, that we may D*jt be fuipri&d by the: ioe^itable 
decree of fate, when it comes to be put in executipn^ 
nor die lefs than ourfelves. 

Befi4^, thejre is another advantage ia being thus pre* 
pared for the lad things, fince it equally arms, us agaifift 
dO intenanediate calamitiéSi fuppofing we ihould live 
linger than we reekoB. He that-^n boldly Hare death, 
in the £àóCi w91 not easBly-tumltis back- upon any mir». 
fortune of this inconilant life 5 but, rec^eiTing atì thihg« 
wjirh on even temper,. renders* himfejf happy in the midft 
of tTO]:èii^'Jofreft,«di%race8> pains, fi4knèffe€, «nd -other 
oaftiRakies « which a&ult all that live on earth. 

Magnificent bàf&, all that I have «faid is but a pi\K 
laga6;t« my jnain purpofe^ which' i& to defire thy me4ia«^ 
tion with the firft vifier, that I may be recalled from an 
empkìyftiènt /'whemn I cannot Belo ferviceable a» I h^Ve 
been,'aiid which, at the fame timej'^y impofing on me. 
a thoufatid caresy takcs-iipom me thr ^offibihty of prt- 
paring, %8 I ought to do, for that tmnfmigratida which . 
iR a little time I muft pafs through. • . 

' la a wòrd^ right ^oble Kerkcr> I ^efire- the privilege 
to end my days in Conftantinople among the muìTul- 
mans» under tliCK venerable (hade of jmofques a«d nniina- 
rets, confecrated it© the fervice and honour of the Btemal 
Uaity. Leii me not hate worfe ufage than the ancient 
Rx}maa*Xol<licr8 had, who, when they had fbrved in the 
wars fuéh .a certain number of years, were difchfirged 
with an honourable penfion. 

. Thii is ail the.^vmir I requeft, who haift fervcd the 
Gmnd ScgtxkMr faithfullyv and with fuccefs, thefe e%ht- 
asd-thirty years, in a countt-y of inlidels. But if my fa» 
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periods (hall deteroiine ótkerwìfe* I am refigaed to thtir 
pleafore» and to the willof d«ftitiy« 

PatAS, lad of tH^ dtM'Mooo, of the Year 1^74, • - 



VII. — To Ali Rust an Begh, Serafquier in Dalmatta. 

1 HOo fbalt hear how. a femoua Chnftia» ^«erad» the 
Marffchal-de Turenne^ dq>oned him£elf when he waa 
lately challenged to a fingle ooiobat by the Fnnoe Paia» 
tiaeof ihe Rhine* 

It feems this latter haa been a .great fuffever by the 
preient war betwe^ France and the confedetate princes 9 
for his country -lying near .the Rhine» uiqia expofed to 
both parties, and the French fìiril entered it*' 1 . 

There were fòme English, troop» in the. Frenck army» 
whoihad: conceived an implacable revenge agatn& the 
Ad>ie£b of the palatine, iti regard: many of their <om* 
sades bad been barbaroufly handled by them ; wherefore 
they made great devafljation wherever they came, burnt 
five-aad-rtwenty great viUages to the ground, and . fm 
fmàll cities ; in a word, they quite ruined, in fifteen day*. 
time, the whole coUsitry, which is efteemed the moli pita* 
fant and agreeable part of Europe. 

Thns put the ek^r aH iti chcder, and he wrote a 
(harp letter to the Marefchal Turenne, threatening him 
in a fiU'ious manner, and bidding him . chooic the place 
where he might fight with him in^fingle duel; but- the 
&ge marefchal retaining his iiiual moderation, and not at 
all moved at the palatine's letter, aniwereditin ithefeor, 
the like terms s *^ That the; pioceedingB of the. EngVfh 
rq^ents wer<e without. kis .order or appixibation % that 
he was infinitely tronUod at the ^olenoes which had 
:beea rcommittedy and that the chief, authors had been 
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pttniflied; neverthdefty he could not bnl dedbre, t^iat 
the cruel treatment .which the Englifb had vo^ with, 
had fo exafpcnated their companions, that it was no won- 
der to fee them execute their revenge, even on the very 
inanimate thing»; and that in the firft heat Imd tranfjport 
' of their fury, they had not leifurc to examine who wete 
guilty, and who not." ' He added likewife, ** That if 
the poft whiob the king his mad^er had appointed him, 
.would permit him to accept of his challenge, he would 
not re&fe it, counting it an honour to meafure his anns 
with thofe of fo illuftrious a prince ; but that as things 
were, he de&ed to.be excufed.'' ^ 

In former daysy fuch an aafwer as this would have 
been taken Soar an argument of cowardice in a man pro- 
feffing arms. There was nothing more common among 
the&iiifidelsy than to decide their private controverltes, 
grudges, and quarrels, by the fword, and their laws al- 
lowed it. If any man had accufed another wrongfully, 
or had done him any other' injury, he did not run pre- 
fently to the cadis or lawyers for redrefs, but had re- 
courfe to his arms, and *whofoever got the vi^ry, his 
caufe was pronounced juft ; but fince the commerce 
which lias been eftabllihed between the Muffolmans and 
the Nazarenes, thefe latter have learned to fosfake fo 
impious a pra^ice, being aihamed that the followers of 
Mahomet, whom they call infidels, (hould outftrip them 
in the peaceablenels of their tempers, a virtue io earneft- 
ly recommended to the practice of all Chnftians by Jefus 
the fon of Msiry ; befides, they hav« found the anccmve- 
nience of thefe private combats, and they are generally 
forbidden now in moft countries of Europe. This » 
owing to the exattiples of the mufiulmans, wiio£e anger 
againft each other fcarce ever proceeds to contumelious 
WQxdsy much lefs to blo)vs> or any attempt upon life ; 
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for whca a dlfpnte anfc« bctwcea two true bcltevcrsi, and 
they beoome never fo Httie pafiionate thereupon» it i& but 
for a third perfon^ one of the faithful, to ioterpole him- 
felf, and reproach them witli violatiifg the laws of the 
pr^hetj and the honour of their profeffion, and they 
immediately are made friends again. Such mag^c there 
is in the force of thcfc words, " Fy, fy ! What ! Muf- 
fulmans, and quarrel ?'' the ufual reprimand pf the by^ 
'ftanders ; i^ich is an evident 'argument, t^at our holy 
rel^'on has a greater influence on the hearts and con- 
fciencet of IJiofe that profef» it, than has t^t»of the Na- 
zarenes ; for whilfl thefe pretend to believe and honour 
the Meifias as their lawgiver, they difobey him in their 
dai^y pradicc, and fo give the lie to their faith, difcover- 
ing that it has . no efficacy on their morals.^ Doubtlefs 
the Meflias vras holy, chafte, peaceable, humble, and 
harmlefs ; but it is rare to find any of thefe virtues a* 
mong hi» foUowers. He bid them return good for evil, 
bleiiings for curfes, and to fuffer all injuries patiently, 
after his example ; but they invert the oidcr of his pre- 
cepts, and read th«m backward, as they fay witches do 
the pat^r-nofter. 

When Judas came to feize him in the garden qf Geth- 
femani, with a train of officers and ruffians, one of Jefus's 
retinue drew his whiniard, and cut ofiF an car from the 
fervant of the high-prieft ; but the Son of Mary was fo 
far from commending his zeal, in this, that he bid him 
put up his fword, telling him withal, " That whofoever 
draws the fword, flwU perifh by the fword." At the 
fame time, he reftored the fellow's ear again by a mi- 
racle. 

Magnanimous ferafquier, what I have faid intrenches 
not on the right of lawful war in defence of one's coun« 
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try, or of th« volume brmight down from lieavcn. The 
facred combat was ever allowed of by God -and man. 

Thou art now engaged m this caufe againft infidels; 
fight generoufly and vanquilh ; but enter not into pri- 
vate 'duefe with any man, though he be a prince, with- 
out the Grand Signior*« conient ; for the' fafety of his ' 
royal pcrfon depends upon the prefcrvation of his faith- 
ful, valiant, and wife generals. 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1674. 



^ 



VIIL— To tbefame.^ 

1 WILL now give thee a brief account of the famous bat- 
tle of Senef, which makes a great noife In Europe, and. 
is reckoned one of the. moft terrible that lias been fought 
In thefe parts for many ages ; for it will not be amifs to 
let thee know the particular circumflanccs of this com- 
bat, the good condudl of the French generals, as alfo 
their overfights and errors, that thou mayeft make a 
right life of fuch examples, in the difficulties which may 
environ thee through the chance of war. 

On the 9th of this inflant moon, the confederate 
forces, amounting to fixty thoufand men,' marched with 
their left wing to a place called Arken, and their right 
to the fored of BurfTcray, where they encamped, having 
before them a village called Sencf, fituated in Brabant ; 
they tarried there on the loth day, and next morning 
parted from thence, marching in three lines, counting 
the baggage for one ; ' whilft the Prince de Vaiidemont 
commanded a body of fix thoufand Spanifh hprfe, to co- 
ver their march, and to fkirmifh with the ^French, if 
there fhould be occafron, till the whole army were in or- 
der. 
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As foca as the Prince, of Conde was advertifed of 

thefe motions, he was refolved to take advantagt of th«r 
ncct&ljf and to attack them before they could pciffiUf 
get together into a body capable of Aifiaintag the Aock 
of the French army, which was cloiely embattled. To 
this end he caufed one part of the army, with four piece» 
of cannon» to crofs the river of Pilton, where unfofpeéked 
they might obferve the enemies motions ; another part 
he pofted in a deep valley» where the confederates could 
not perceive them ; and that nothing might be wanting 
to his full iafomatioa of their advances, he caitfed the 
marcfchal of the camp, with a confiderable detachment^ 
to gain a certain hiU, from whence, lying under the bo- 
vert of thick woods, he might attend every ftep of the 
enemy, without being difcovered himfelf* 

When the prince had made all thoiie preparations, he 

fent the Marquis de Rannes, and the CheyaUer de Tel- 

Wlet, with the dragoons under their command, to afifault 

the confederates not far from Senef. This was perform- 

cd with fo much vigour, that they drove them into the 

village, with no little daughter of the Spaniards ; but 

not fatisfied with this, they attacked them in the village 

itfclf ; and after a long and bloody conflid, the French 

^t them thence alfo, purfuing them into the plain, till 

tt laft both the whole armies were engaged pell-mell ; 

dien was the fight cruel and fierce, the officers of both 

fides behaving themfelves with furpalfing bravery, and 

the foldters not fhrinking from their valiant leaders* But 

, fortune favoured the French, who, before they quitted 

I ^e plain, became matters of all the Hollanders baggage, 

[ •ttununition, powder,^ and tnoney, which they brought 

■ ^"^h them to pay the army ; then the Prince of Coiide . 

I chafed them into the village of Dufay,, where the con- 

:6dcinites intrenched themfelves under th« covert of a 
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calile, and a ftrong church. But that aé^ive general 
would not fulFer them to reft long there ; he fet upon 
them on all hands fo furloufly, that they were forced to 
. abandon the place, and enter the plain the fecond time. 
The hattlc had now laded five hour$, and great was the 
Daughter on both fides. The French took almpft four 
thoufand prifoners, and killed as many upon the fpot» 
befidcs thofc that they left wounded, which fo weakened 
and difoocraged the confederates, that the next day they 
retired, and left the French matters of the field. 

Now I will tell thee, that had the Prince of Condc 
-been contented with his firft viéiory at Senef, he had 
faved.*ab«ncfence of French blood ; for in that fight the 
confederates loft «above two thoufand men, and the FrenA 
fcarce an hundred. 'But the fierinefs df 'his temper car- 
ried himi)eyond his judgment, to puffue fhem into dif- 
ficult places ; fo tha:t in the winding up xs£ the matter, 
though the viétory was :hÌ8, it coft him «bove «fifteen 
hundred lives of his foldicrs, which might' have been as 
well fpared, and His honour ren^ained the -fame. 

Vah'ant ferafipiicr, I fend thee this • narrative, as a 
chart by which to'fteer thy courfe in the 'like traergen- 
cics, adfifing thee to temper* thy courage with fage con- 
àuB. and prudence, and not to facrifiee thy men to a fafli 
capriceof martial frenzy. 

Paris, nth of the pth'Moon, of the Year 1674. 



IX. — To Mehem£T| an exiled .Eunuch^ at ^kairo in 
E^pu 

How -changeable is the ftate t)f mottSls! how incon- 
ftant our thoughts, ^pafions, words, anfd tólàens ! -We 
are ncYcr'fixed long on -anytlifBg j -if »we «re ifti^t€d 'to 
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caft aochor^ while in. feme calm and fcrenc feafon, whilft 
we furl the fails of human -care and anxiety ; if we are 
permuted to careen and recruit our weather-beaten fpirits, 
enjoying fome (hort interval of reft and eafe, the indul- 
gence foon expires, and we are forced to weigh and hoifi: 
with double diligence^ left we incur a wreck. The tein* 
pefts raifed by our evil ftars blow hard upon us ; we run 
adrift» and are toifed up and down, on the billows of 
human miftry» without any approved pilot» chart» or 
compafs» to dired us ki the uncertain .road of life ; we 
float at random» in a feaof perpetual hazards and di£S- 
culties. 

O Mehemet ! I will not now» as once formerly I did» 
wifb myfclf in one of the Egyptian pyramids» or court 
the (pciety of ghofts and demons ; I will nojt take fane* 
tuary in thofe fuperannuated prifons of royal fouls» nor 
.fcc^ divei^on among the dead ; jiot the black mafquc- 
rades of Cheop/s fepulchre» danced each m'gfit by antic 
A^dows». or wildeft meafures of hobgoblins in the gal- 
leries of that horrid pile» could now relieve my melan» 
<;boly» or eafe my frenetic pain, becaufc the entertain* 
.n\eAtis.tpp narrpw, clofe and ft4c for fuch a foul as 
jm^^ 1 would ^n ramble through an infinite fpace, 
pVmtf d each f^age wjth femioaries of new ideas» uncouth 
forms, and ftrange chimeras ; I would fee the eflience of 
all beings that I have already fcen, revcrfed, turned up- 
fidc down, or infide out, or ^ny way transformed, fo as I 
«Eu^ht A9l kiM^ them ag^in ; I would have ,a]l the ele- 
ments change their qualiti^ ; the fire to lofe its innate 
heat, and water to expunge its moifture ; the earth take 
fire» and blow it(elf up into the ninth .fphere» whilft the 
air ib^U condenfe and c^iiK itfelf in^p a folid glob<» pro- 
ducipg a new r?i$e of i?>iaeral», vegetables» and Jiving 
<;f^Utrcs» whjch pur <^}d purblind world qever faw be- 
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fore-; I.wpuld have flying trees, afnd birds whofe out- 
fpread claws take rooting in the ' air, and grow like 
Ik^is and Philemon ; their wings to branches turned, 
their. feathers into leaves; bcfides a thoufand kinds o^ 
monfters, more than ever Ovid fpoke of in his metamot- 

phofife. 

After all this, Iw-ould go up and view the orbs above, 
yeftore the rotten corruptible heavens, pull all tie bulls 
and bears, the fcorpion8,>on8, centaurs, and other anti- 
quated .beafts out of the hey ; make the new ftàr of Caf- 
fiopxia pay a fwinging fine for her damned late unmaii- 
neriy appearance in the fcnate of the ftars. 

Then would I fct up an inquifitjon for the comets^ to 
know from whence they are, and what their biifinefs f«- 
amdi^ the orbs above ; I would examine all the conftd- 
latioBS, aud know the meaning of their names, and iH- 
fcaped figures v and then I would trace the milky way, 
tnounting direaiy to the hoHeft heavens of all. 

There, perhaps, I fhould begin to be mbdeft and fo- 
ber, confidcring that it is the prefence-chamber of the . 
OmnipoUnt ; I would not broach fcdition, nor talk fac- 
tioufly before the King of all things ; but behaving my- 
fclflike a courtier during the public audience, I would 
Aftcrw???ds retire, and fcamper through the endlefs fields, 
beyond the Ccekm Pmpyrxum, where I would cither 
fiad out new worlds, ..or room for them ; nothing (hould 
confine my fearch lefs than infinity. Is not our fenfc, 
fancy, and reafon, without bounds ? Are not thcfe parts 
of the univcrfe? And has God made any part greater 
than the whole Ì This is a contradidion in nature. He 
Juis given us faculties, which, if rightly ufed, cannot err ; 
our conceptions are fquared to his eternal model of the 
world, if we do not debauch our own thoughts, or 
fuffcr Uicm to be corrupted by others. He is the pri- 
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mitive and original reafon, the everlafting common fen- 
forium of nature, in whom, and by whom, wc all fee that 

, wc haTc eyes, hear that we have cars, fmell that we have 
nofes, tafte that we have a- tongue, and fed that wc are 
all over full of fenfible fpirits. 

Oh God !, thy praifes are without beginning or end ; 
thou art an eternal circle of wonders and miracles ; thou 
furpaifeft all our fublimeft thoughts ; no words can de"- 

. cypher the fkirts of thy garment ; on thee infinite 
worlds have refted from eternal ages ; thou art no nig- 
gard of thy gift«. Why fhould infinite goodnefs and 
bounty be traduced by infidels ? They fay the world is 
but fo many thoufand years old, perhaps five or i^x. It 
k a damned blafphemy, thus flily to calumniate the Om» 
mpqtept, and to fay by craft he was n«t fo early ghicious 
as he ought have been. What fhould ail the Eterna!, 
that he was not in a condition to produce the world be^ 
for.e ? Or was he in a fuUen humour, that he fhould fuier 
a lapfe of indeterminate ages, before lie fhould dlfplay 
his attributes ì 

. Oh, no ! fuffer not this doftrine to take root in thjr 
foul, my dear Mehemct, but remember there is no envy 
in the Deity ; doubtlefs he was as good, powerfiil, jufi, 
an4.wife> from all eternity, as at Mofes*^ hour of the 
creation, or as he is now, and ever will be, woild with- 
out end, amen ; as tlie Nazarcncs have in their prayers^ 

My Mchemet, let us fhake off the prejudices of edu- 
cation, with all the prepolTcffions and falfe dogmas of our 
early years, and adhere to firm reafon, and the infg^'ra- 
tions that arc from beyond the vifible frame. * ' '• ' 
Take this as my laft adieu, for I am juft cquippitìg*fÈè 
the unknown eternal voyage. ^' « 

.. Pari;, 5th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1674." 
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X.*r^7b tie KaimaCHAM. 

1 HB affairs of France feem to be in a -very flouiiflung 
condition ; this invincible monarch not onty conquers ci- 
!tic8 and provinces by force, but fome yield to him volun- 
ttrily, courting his protc^on. 

Herie are arrived deputies from the fenate of Meffina 
an Sicily, to defire the king to free that city and people 
from the y'olse of Spanifh tyranny, and to numBer them' 
among his fubjeds 5 they are rccdved without much cc» 
remony on the part of this court, which affeSs to appear 
ftately and referved at fuch a junfture ; however, there it 
no point of humanity or hofpitable ufage neglefted to- 
ward thefe ftrangers ; in a word, they are entertained 
as friends of a lowtr degree, and they eftcem this a (uffi- 
cient happinefs. 

It fcems the §paniih 'govfnmi€ftt was very fevcre and 
cruef, laying infugportablc taices on the inhabitants,' and 
fleecing thefti of their filver and gold by a thoufand" tricks 
and inventions of ftate. It was a crime to grow rich, 
and no lefs to be fo poor as to deny the jpaymcrit of the 
gabels 5 thè one put a mah in danger of th^ Inqulfition, 
the other expofed him to the galleys, or fome worfc fla* 
very in the iftines of Peru; On whomfoever the viceroy 
"or his officers cad an ill eye, that perfon was fure to be 
rained, if he did not make his efcapé, or prefent his ene- 
my with the value perhaps of half of his wealth ; and he 
muft take It as a favour too that they would compound 
at fuch eafy rates j for thefe greedy harpies are feldom 
contented with lefs than all a man has. 

Infinite other oppreffions the people fuffered under, 

which at laft fo wearied their patience, that they began 

^ to cabal and form confpiracxcs againft the viceroy j;^ and 
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it was not only the vulgar that thuB foa^t after libtrty» 
but the chief of the citisens» and ibrae of the fenatora. 

Thefe all unanunouily agreed to treat underhand wkh^ 
the French king, to reprefent to him their grievances» 
with the prefent fiate of the whole ifland ; for they had' 
heard the hme and charpAer of his perfon and govern-^ 
aent» mid they were well fatisfied they could not fubmit 
to a better or more generoua mafter than him. The 
king undertakes to refcue them from the Spanifll bond* 
age provided they would affift him with what fuccours 
they could fpare, and inftru£l his officers in thole things 
which would facilitate the redu£Uon of the ifle. 

He fent forces accordingly, at the beginning of the 
year» under the command of the Chevalier de Valbelle» 
idbo acquitted himfelf very fuccefsfuUy» having perform* 
ed many confìderable exploit^ and taken feveral tovms» 
caftksi and other ftrong places from, the Spaniards. 

The fenate of Meffina being encouraged by thefe pro* 
fperous beginnings, thought it high time a^aally to fur- 
render themfelvcs up to the French king ; and it is on 
this errand the deputies are come. 

The kiag being infbnn&d that the Chevalier de^Val- 
bdk wanted greater forces to conquer the places which 
reipain in the Spaniards hands, immediately gave orders 
for a certain number of veffels to be fitted and manned^, 
under the command of the Duke of Vivonnc ; he gave a 
commiilSon alfo. to the Marquis de Velavoir, with a con- 
fìderable army of men, ordering him to make all fpeed 
for Sicily, and to join the Chevalier de Valbelle, or to aél 
feparately, as occafion offered* ' 

.They fay the Duke of Vivònne will fet faul with his 
fleet about the beginning of the£rft moon : He is efteem- 
cd a good foldier, though fome of the grandees and peer» 
of the realm envy hitn, in regard he was raifed to tha 
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Wgh digmties he poficifes through the mediation of Ms 
Mcr, Madame dc Montefpan, one of the king'» concn- 
Wne» ; for he was bcfbre only Count of Vivonne, but now 
he is dhk^, peer, and marefcHal of France, as alfo ad- 
fniral of jthe Medherranesm galleys. 

The Prince of Conde, once in company with fonie of 
the grandees, and making a comparifon between' th~e 
Marefchals Feuillade and Vivonne, he faid that Feuilladc 
got his honour by thie fword, and Vivonne by tlic fcab- 
bard, refleétmg thereby on his Mer. ' * 

It was hot the firft time that prince ufed the liberty 
of his tongae in affronting people 5 he was always daring 
aftd bold in fùch cafes : When he was young, and travel- 
Uàg through Picardy, he was to pafs by a certain cqo- 
vcnt, or rdìg'ious'houfè on the road, where the fuperior 
with ail his dervifes came out to meet him, and to pajr 
him the ccfemonies and acknowledgments due to his qua- 
fity. ThcTuperior was making a long elaborate harangue^ 
in compliment to the prince, when he all in a frolic called 
aloud to know what o'clock it was. The poor dervifes 
ftriving who fhould moft. readily fatisfy him, cried out all 
together, ** Itis midday, my Lord;" when he made 
them thAwild anfwer, " Then get you all gone, and 
make an end of your fpeech' to the devil by mid-night ; 
for I will hear no more of your long-winded flattery." 

♦ Thou v^ilt fay this was an odd fort of expreffion in a 
pHnce 5 but it muft be imputed to the fierincfs of his con- 
ftitutioa, which in his youth fpurred him on to a thoa- 
fand extravagancies. He corrected thefe in time, and in- 
ftead of fnch vain pranks and flafhes of his fparkling na» 
tttre,he grew inftimcd with noble ardours for his king 
and country. He was commonly ca}led the French Lion 
and Mars, being efteemed the boldeft man in the king- 
dom. MarefcHal Turenrte, who ^fras no ftrang^r to his 
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gemus» ufed to fay, " That fincc the. bnitc Hoiatw , 
Curtiuf, th^rc never w^s a naaa bqni of womaii fo full fi£ 
fire and fpirit as the Prince of Coadc,'* 

Ytt, which is ittorc to be admired, that two fuch qp^F 
litieg fhould meet in the kme genius, he is a great ftatef- 
man, as well as a valiant foldier ; he has a prodq^ous aim 
at the good or ill fuccefs of enterprifes ; and his counfds 
arc generally fortunate. 

As thcfe accompliihments have rendered him beloved 
by the generality of the French nation, fo his incooftancy, 
and fiding with different fadions, have made him fufped- 
ed both by the court and. the parliaments. All fides are 
Ihy of him, and referved in their addreffes. Though he 
has done fervices enough, one would think, to effiice the 
memory of his former failings, yet the civHities he re- 
ceives from the king are only the faint fpnnl^ings of 
court holy water ; fo hard a thing it is*for an eminent 
pcrfon to recover the efteem which he has once loft by 
making falfe fteps. 

This monarch is obferyed to be very conftant to thof(^ 
he loves, never puttiftg to death any of his favourites» 
though he has often caufed them to be arretted ; he is 
very affable, and of no difficult accefs ; civil and courte- 
-ous to the pooreft people, returnmg the falutes of his 
fcbjcéls with much 'condefcenfion ; he is amorous aUb| 
and indulges that foft palfion in the midft of dfi his ^o- 
ripus enterprifes ; he had once three miftrefies together,, 
one whereof was of vulgar parentage, the other was a 
noble woman,, and the third a nun ; which. occafiooed thia 
jcftto he put on him, " That he went about ta unite 
the thre« eftates^ and fatten them .to- the interett of thci 
ttawn." 

Among the other diverfiohs of this gr^at prince, tier 
takes a purticular ple^ore.in . maguificent.buiUkigs ;. mA 
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hi» new pàÉ^cc at VerfaiDcs is cfteemei one of the won- 
ders of the world, for beaety and art. As fi>(»i as it 
was finidiedy a certain poet prefented the king with this 
diftich:" 

NcMi prbis gcfttem, non urbem gens habet uUa ; 
U;b8ve domuin, dominum nee domus ulla parem. 

Sage àiìnifter, thcfc infidels flatter thcmfdves with a 
Vrong'idea of their own grandeur, not confidering the' 
invincihle OfmaiiB are by deftiny exalted above all other 
ifations, and that no city is comparable to Conftantiiiople 
for beauty and richesi nor any ]Jace £o naagnificent as 
the feraglio, which is the feat of the great Sultan, lord 
of Ada, Africa, and Europe, «rbitrater of ^the whole 
carthw 

Paris, 17th of the I2tli Moon, of the Year 1674» 



XL— To the VisiER Bassa of Conflantinopk. 

1 AM acquainted with a Froieh merchant in this city^ 
who often trades to Conftantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo» afid 
other cities of the Levant ; he knows nothing of nae or 
my bufinefs at Paris, farther than other people, who take 
ir&c for a native of Moldavia^ and one whom the defire ef 
knowledge has brought hither, where the fdcaces hnvc 
' taken up their reiidence ; befides, they may iraagiae that 
•the hoped of preferment in the church were one indttoc- 
ment to my travell'iog thus fatr from the place of my na- 
tivity, fihce I have sA along profefièd nxyfelf a' ftiident 
and candidate of the pn'eilhood, and it is generally known 
how fe^iailiar I have been with Cardinal Richlieu and hia 
focceffor Mazarini. Whatever their thoughts be, thou 
nkdyeft ftfiurc thyfdf^. that iqptlhc x»m I bsvc tidKja ove 
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tp coni::e»t.in7 true circuiafUoces, and the aSurs of the, 
Gfaod Signior entrufted to my gharg^. But to come to 
the bufineis* 

The merchant of whom I fpeakis called Monfieur dc 
Vaubrun» a man of generous extraé^ion, and by his in** 
duftry he has acquired a eoti^erabk w<!9dtbr This per» 
ion, not long fince» came from Conftantinople, and has 
made it his.bufiaefs» ever fioce hi^return^^o ext:.Ql the 
fìngolar morality and juitlae of the mufluhna^s. In- all 
eocBpaaies wherever he comes», it is u£ual with him to fay» 
^ The Tucks are perfect ikintts in comparifon with us»" 
And to confina hi&jaffertio9^ be relates many pretty paf- 
&ge9 of thing» haf^ening whilil he reiided at the im- 
perial city» all. in. honour of the true believer^; which has 
drawn upon him no fmall hatred» envy» and perfecutioa 
from the priefts» and their more bigotted foUowerr» How- 
«ver, he fhrinks not from his word, but ftoutly maintains 
the truth of his affertions i and ^raie men of feofe>. who 
have heard tlie dories he tells» and the elegant account 
he gives, of omr religion and morals» cannot forbear cry- 
viog out» ^ They are almofl proiidyted to the Mahometan, 
feith.» 

Among the reft», he recounts, an esctraordinary occur» 
tmice whifih happened, to himfelf at his parting from 
•Conftantiiiople» whidi I thought it worth while to ao« 
^oaint thee with» in regard it is much taken notice of ii^ 
Paris by , all that hear it» and conduces npt a little to raife 
in the Fr ench^ aa higher efteem. of the mu^ulmans and 
our holy faith thaji they were wont to have^ 

It feems Monfieur de Vaubrun had, enter ed into a ftri£i: 
^rtner(bip with Mudapha Zari» a Qatiye q{ Turcomania» 
dwelling at QonfUntinople» aiid trading in fdks; tb^ir 
mutual traffic and conrefpopdence held for the fpace of 
jEaUT JJC9XSy at the end. of which the Frenchman being; 

B 6; 



3^ LErrBnsmrjirrrBKBT VoL IRilE 

called h6mt to tus native country» by lettere frena fomc 
Iff his friends, to take poiSeffion of an eftatc newly fallen 
to him by the death of an .uncle» he gave hit partner no^ 
tice of it, telling him his refolntion was fixed to depart 
wry fpeedjly from the Porte, and take his iroyage for 
Ftaace ; at the fame thne òtfirìng that the accounts be* 
twe<;n them might be fettled» which was done necordiogw 
if ; and in cafting them up» it was agreed upon by both, 
that 'this Monficur Vaubrun remained indebted nine hnn-» 
4r^ fequins ta Muflapha Zari. There was no oonten-* 
tiott in the cafe; Monfieur Tery readily gave him fire 
hftga knìeàf and defired him to tell the money* ^* Mb, 
(replied Muftapha) we have dealt together thna long,; 
and I have fdnnd you an honeft man<; God forbid that i' 
fhould miftruft my friend at our laft parting." 
' ThÌ9 was done the day before Monfieur de Vaubma 
was to ^e>hÌ8 leave of Conftantinople ; for he had hired 
hprfes^ to travel by land to Smyrna, his bofinefs fo requir** 
ing ; thenelbre both parties being wdl fatiafied» they bid: 
adieu to each other» wiihing mutual happinefs. The next 
day Monficur de Vaubrun took horfe for Smyrna, hav<»' 
mg diiì>atched all his affairs at the Imperial Porte. 

It fo happened» that as foon as he was gone» Maftapha^ 
had occafi^ to pay a thoufand five hundred feqoins to a' 
merchant of Holland ; wherefore» having.oewly received* 
thofcfive bags from his partner» he» with them» made vp. 
the fum due to the Dutchnàani faying withal» that he - 
bad not told the money in thofe five bags» in regard he 
took them on the credit c^ a very worthy and honeft 
man» who had been his'partner; but the jealous Chriftian 
would not {how fo much genemfity ; for he preliently 
broke up the feals in the prefcnce of Muftapha» and havw 
ing told over the money, faid it was all right» and was 
very fairly putting it up again ; but Muftapha^ who badi' 



«qnicà cye^ aad beìtig well vericd in uAmg of" money} 
pefcdvcd'thcfc was a great overplus»- «bote nine hundreé 
iiequiiM ; vrbevtforc he bid the DiitcfaiMm hold4iis hand^ 
till he had told the bags over himCelf^ for he Aifped^ed 
^ere was ibme.miftake. The Nazarene' durft not deny 
a true believer this privilege tindemlie Grand Signk>r'8 
profteékios» whatever he woold have done in his ovftf 
country; £o that when Ma£bpha had ran the money 
over» he%fGund eleven hundred and fifty fequtns in bags 
by themfelTes,' and gave the reft to the Hollander:' In 'a 
vord» having difpatdied that payment» he fent an ex* 
prefe away immediately» wsth the two hundred and fifty 
(bqains to Monfieur de Vaubnin» who he knew was to 
tarry fome days at a town on the road, about twenty 
leagues fron> Conftantinople» commanding the cotirier to 
ddiver him this meflagc in wdtlng : *• My friend^ God 
ferbid that I ihould detain any thing beyond my right; 
or deal with thee as a certain Frank would hmt done by 
me ; for thou knowéft that I took Uie money on thy ere-- 
dtt) without tclltng it ; but being to pay it away this 
day to a Dutch merchant» he not having the fame faith» 
would tdl it t and finding thefe two hundred and fifìy 
fcquins orer and above the fum fuppofed to be in the 
^g^ yet would have fmuggled them in his Dutch con« 
fcienee» had not I difcemed his fraud, and prerentai 
him. I fend them to thee as thy right, fappofing it was 
fomeoTerfight. God prohibits aU injuftice.'* 
* This relation I had from Monfieur de Vaubnin's own 
mouth» and I tell thee it makes a great noife in Paris : <I 
leave it to thy mature refolves, whether that honeft^ muf- 
fnlman deferves not fonse particular and pubHc honotir to 
be done him» who by fuch a rare aélion of juflice» has 
raifcd a noUe charaeicr of the muffahnans among the ÌA« 
fidek 
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Moft 13kAnóìa wàà ferese bafTa» I pray.thic iiil»migiit|r 
and all-good God, to hate thee in h» iuAj ftotaOiiai^ 
«od augment tfaf virtnca and felicities. 

Paris, nth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1^75. 



XII To Ibrahim Eli Zeid, HaJgi^ EJenS^ Pre^iebgr 

to the Seraglio* 

Jlxere has happened fomething of late,, which the 
pi^iefk magnify as an apparent mlrade, whiUty for ought 
I know, it is only a pure efFe<à of nature. 

Thou art not to learn that the Nazarenes have their 
faints in gteat veneration ; that they invoke them in their 
necei!itie^9 fet ^up their images and piéì;urcs in temples to 
be adored; that they preferve their boncs^ afhes, hair, 
garments» or any thin|j that deferves the name of a fa- 
cred relic ;, that they enfhrine thefe in cofhns, urns» chefts,. 
SM^d other vefTels of gold and fdver, adorned with preci» 
, OUB Hones ; that they place them in their mofques» as in 
fanduaries, fometimes under their altars, at other times- 
«ppn them ; fome in particular oratories qr diapels» o- 
thers in the clioir ; that they carry them in proceifion hi 
times of public calamity, and on certain feftivals^ think- 
ing by thi^ meai^ to pacify the wrath of Heaven» and 
draw dowi) the divine benediction. Thou art not igno- 
rant alfo» that they believe the faints are guardina of 
certain kingdomd, provinces, cities^ families, and even p£ 
private perfon^» 

Hence St. Denis is efteemed the patron of France, St. 
James of Spain^ S]t« George of England» and fo of otb^ 
nations. Each c^y alfo has its peculiar guardian faint ;. 
bence Su Anthony is accounted the {initroiji of Padua» 
St. Mark of Venice^ and, to come to the purpofe^^ St«^ 



Gedevieve » adored h/f tbe cttiatn» àf Vwnà al the p»- 
tKMiefeof thtS'plice. 

There is a beaatifial temple buih mhonour mi^hm^i^om 
the higheft ground in (he city^ which aUo ia called bj 
her name» the mountain of St. Geoeviere ; on the de- 
dine OF this there is a fountain of delicate water» which 
is catted the fountain of St. Geoevieve. 

They attribute naanj miracles to this female faint» 
fome of which ihe performed in her lifetime» others- a^ 
ter her death» if we may believe what the priefts aJBKrnr^ 
and what is recorded in the hiftory of her life» in the ai^ 
nab of Paris» and the archives of the convent belongii^ 
to her temple; for there is a certain number of dervifes 
of the chief nobih'ty in Paris» who confecràte themfelv^ 
for ever to a religious life» in honour of this virgin. 

They meet twice a-day in the choir of the church, àB 
arrayed in long robes of white Hnen» where they chant 
aloud the praifes of St. Genevieve j as oft they aflemble^ 
at different hours» in a private chapel in their doifters, to 
perform the like devotions. Thofe who are chofen into 
this order» are all perfons of fweet and lovely counte- 
nance»» graceful demeanour» and learned education. One 
fhaU not fee fo much regularity» order» aind devout mo- 
defly» in any church in Paris» as appears in this» at tk 
time of celebrating their divine myileries. Yet, for ought 
I know» an this may be but hypocrify and pious artificCf 
to attràél the greater reverence from the people who are 
]^refent at their ceremonies ; I myfrlf Was aftonifhédl once» 
when being there, I faw a beautiful youth approach the 
altar with a gdden cenfer» hanging at a chain, which he 
held in one hand» whilfl with the other he wafted the 
rich perfume towards the ftatues; which flood on high 
behind the altar ; he had the very fignatutx: of virtue ,iii 
. Jds fece, befides a certaiii ktftiip diat feemcd to f^Hring al 
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«■ a iUden itf^ his eyes sod ckeeks, difoovcf iag foto* 
inward capture of his (bui ; methought he looked Ubt 
one of the pages of Eden, as they are defcr3>ed in th« 
holy Akqra»* 

I pivleft it was iinpòffl>le for me to fix my ^ycs vipom 
hioQf And noe tu fed the paffions of Platonic h>Te ; he db* 
portied himfelf with a grace ^hich cannot be expreffied*. 

Afterwards I contraekcd an iotiaiate familiarity with 
him, on the account of Arabic» which he learns of aie ; 
ha is a perfbn of esceUent saturai abilities^ and. well 
terfed in languages» aod all manacr of di?ine and hnnitta 
kamiug. 

Pardon this digreilion» venerable hadgi, m rtg9fd I 
could not forbear mentioning a perfon pf ixdiom I hate 
Sv great deal more to fay than can well be comprifediii one 
Iftter. Hereaft?er I will communicate a farther accpun^. 
of hon» whilil I now return to the church of St» Gene* 
«ieve. < In the upper part >of the choir, four pillars ot. 
jafper» with four golden images of angels on the tops»' 
fopport the flirine of this faint» wherein lies indofed all 
that remains of her body ; feveral wax tapers bum be- 
fcre it day and night ; the devouter fcurt <^ peopW kneel 
«nd kifs the pilla» which fufiain the admirable relics ; 
^ey bting their linen and other veftments to the prieft 
vho is ap|kMated for this office ; he faftens them in the, 
jckft of a long pole» and then raifes that end up to the 
fhrine» which is very near as high as the rooi of the 
diurcb ; he touches the (hrine with the linen» Sec. and 
hanng done fo» he takes it down again» when pronoun^ 
cing a benedi^on on it» in the name of the faint» he r^ 
(lores it to the party whofe it is. 

, Thfy j^eve that linen» or any thing eife belonging^ 
to the body» bdng fp touched and blefied» has power t^ 
jdiafc away s^/Mm,. to {ocfcrre them fromdang^ni^ti^ 
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«fe wiMnen in c^ild-binli, add to inakeflienipi^p«r » 
alltlittigs; fo profoood k tke attach whkh tiKy have 
fiH'tl^frfiffiAous faint. 

But whether there be any thing more n k than fti- 
ferhk^n and bigotry, God only kiiovr» ; hoiteiwr»^ the 
ifltebftaati' of Pans efteem thia fliriae)' as the TfojpBA§ 
did thek Palbdiom, aad the Roaoaiia their AneSe, whidf 
ftHfroin Heaven, aa Numa Ploitip^a made timii be« 

Whe» the dxy k thi^eateneé with any pabBe cahoBty^ 
ed» fltfiae is taàen do^r» with abiukdanee of pomp aaé 
folemnity, and carried in proceffion through the fticet^l 
thÌDàitig'th«rehy to divert the vengeance of Heamiy and 
appea&^e anger jof the Ooatpotent. . o 

^uch was the cstfe here lately ; thei« hanring'fiilkKfiick 
an overplns of cdntinusd rains^ as threatened tiD deftrofi 
afl the com and herbage, with the liroits of the earthy 
befides the damage already done to issiimerable perfon» 
in their hotifes and goods by the vaft inundations* ' ^ « 

This occafioned a decree to come o&t fbr die taksay 
down the body of St. Genevieve» and carrying, k in £m 
kmn proceflion to the temple of Notre*Daii^.; whids 
was accordingly perfonsfd' on the 17th of this mo6n« 
In the proceflion were fcen all the rdigious onderà ili 
this city, both of men and women, the parliament* ol 
Paris, the chamber df actounts, the court of aids^ the 
court of moneys, with the whole body of the citizcBS. 
^ But no (boner was th^ fhfifie of St«. Geneviere brought 
ilito.the open air, when the hiin ceafed, the clouds dif- 
perfed, and the iky became fertae and clear 5 and fo tfe 
has continued ever fince. 

The pricfts wfll^have this to be an eiciSt of St. Gone. 
vkve's interceffion with God for the province and city, 
eommitted to her patronage $ .and the people «fc wil*- 
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Impeiaiaji^ to bellerc it* If this ihiine be as d&caciout 
iu caufing rain when there is a drought, as the iohabi« 
tants.of Paris affirm, it may not unfitly be compared to 
the I^apas Manalis of the ancient Romans* This was a 
cereain great ftone^ which» in time of ezeeffive diyoefs» 
the Romans ufed to draw into the city with taft ropes» 
bfvthe gate Capena» wfailft the priefts of the god Mara 
daoiced Wore it, and all dke neeftals left the iaored ùpc to 
follow the proceflion 5 they drew the ftone to the temple 
o£ the godi&fii Flora, where they ftrèwed upon it an 
haaidful of withered flowers and herbs^; then immediately 
itbegati to Fain, and they let the ftone lie there, as a 
ificaiionid be&ie the tempk of the goddefsi till they had 
enough of that fort of ^»eathei^ to fecure die^growth andP 
«ftalfcttcitf of the tegettibles^ and- then they drew it back 
ifgain. in the &me manner aa before, only each veftal nofr 
^SBBtod feme of the iaared ^e in an earthièn Teflel», \n^ere« 
aSibefiarcthey carried none* ^ 

yiThcthfiD there be any real efficacy in thofe religioi» 
^erementes or no, is not in nxy power to determine ; but 
itiscseitamtthat every nation confides much in the myf» 
teries. taught them by their priefts. The force of eàx^ 
catxoB prcBails on^moitn^n, even to old age, in regard 
^ey think it an impiety to examine or queftion the tra* 
-dttioaa x»f their fathers, efpeciaUy when. Heaven itfelf 
eoafirms their implicit faith, by feemkig to regard and 
anfwer their religioius addreifes, in fo peculiar a manner 
as theie Ibrementioned inftances defcribe. 

Sage effendi, tell me whether it be herefy to affirm» 
that God has fent prophets into aU nations, each fumifh- 
ed with his inftruAions and dodrines agreeable to the 
genius of the people whom they were to teach ; and tTiat 
he is not di^leafed at the various rites and ceremoniea 
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by- which ^Foy dìftmét* regioti and dimate adovè Kir Dis- 
vine Unity. ' 
Satisfy me in this» and th«a thou ftdtbe'miiré* ìihù 
ApoUo in my efteem i for I am kXL of doubH* 

Parii, zoth of the 6th Kloofi, of the Year 1675. 



B O O K 11. 

EÉTTER I.— To Dgmet Oolou. ' 

SoMBxmts I could' mfh' myfclf without a Ijplem^ k 
ovctwhdm me in foeh deep melanehohes^; yet wlietf 
t coflffidbr the feme vital' W a ucceiTary mftrument et 
modi aant laoghten I' reverft ^at wilh agal») ^'tl^alf 
I am, fond of a levity which makes u» refemble apes ra«* 
thertfian mtn, though the phOofophers fay tìie contrary-; 
kit I correft my partial thoughts^ which would lay tfte 
fiult oa my body^ when my mind' is chiefly to bhunr ; 
ftrhethàt is mafter* of his reafon need not faM into eiL 
thcr extremei to be alwafys grinning like Detaocritus, of 
howling with Heraclitus, Refìgnatton and tranquillity 
are the golden mean ; and he that fteps over this line^ 
mr one" fide or other, fòBs into the fame vanity whicfi 
he bemoans or ridicules in the red of mortals. 

I have fludled to know this world, and the nature of 
all things, but am never the. wifer, after fo many years of 
fearch ; I have pcrufed many books, and convcrfed with 
more men, yet none of them all can inform me of a cer- 
tainty what I am rayfelf ; how then fhould' I be able to 
comprehend tJie eflcnccs ot other things ? Henceforth' I 
will lay afide this inquifitive folly, and be carelcfs, tiB 
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éeath fliaU eitker quite cxtinguiHi fo troublefome a pafiion, 
or fully fatisfy it with new difcoveries. 
. In that feparate ftate, I. hope to fee in open light. the 
naked forms of things^ without the interpofition of a veil 
or glafa to thicken and dufk ^he profpc6l ; whereas in 
this life, we are fain to peep into thè world through the 
clofe windows of our fenfes, which are fo overlaid and 
darkened with the dud our paffions raife» befìdes the na- 
tural dulnefs^ of their compolition, that we are fain to 
^n from pannel to paonel» and ufe the optics of philo'- 
fophy to help our fight ; yet, after all, we ftill are pur- 
blind, and fo are like to be during this mortal life ; but 
when once this prifon of ours fhall be d^nooliibed by a 
tempeft of misfortune,, or by fome.fudden difafler, or it 
ftall moulder away through ficknefs, age, and aatifC 
weaknefs, thus crumbling to its primitive duft, then fl^ 
^c foul ejqpsaad Melf».^d fly at large in the opea 
firmament of wifdom, light, ^nd fcience. 

My Dgnet, let thou and I be content to bear the in- 
conveniences of thefe earthly ^ages for a while, and in a 
little time we (hall be configned over to eternal liberty*. 
I defigned to have faid more, but I^ tell thee I am lOQ 
mefeincholy | therefore adieu for the prefent. 

X^aris^ X9th of the 8th Ma«D, of the Year 1675. 



IL — To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the OÈtoman Empire^ 

Xt is above ten years ago lìnee I gave thee an account 
af*the renowned Marefchal de Turenne, wherein I did 
aot pretend his .complete hiftory, or prefent thee with 
his full charaéler, but only to inform thee of fome re- 
maikabfe pàfTagcs in his life, and to draw an imperfcd 
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idea of his vtrttes, which though they were very, great, 
yet were not fufficient to fkreen him from the chance of 
war, and the ftroke of a 'violent death. 

On the fix-and-tweiitieth of the moon ' of July, this 
great general having given all neceflary orders for a 
battle with the Imperialifts in Alfatia, was forveying «' 
certain raifed ground near Strafturgh, on which he de- 
igned to plant a battery, when a cannon fhot from the 
town, guided by fate more than by the gunner's aim or - 
&ill, came grazing along on the earth, and in its career 
gate this hero a moital blow on the brcaft, of which he 
inftantly died without fpeaking a word. 

There was an officer of thfc artillery in his company^ 
who fpied the courfe of the bullet at à diftance, and 
happily ftarted out of the way. He reports, that Mon<^ 
fieur Turefme (aw the fame, but whether out of the 
greatnefs of his fpirit, which would not fufFcr him to, 
appear timorous of death, or whether his extreme thought- 
fulnefs on the approaching battle, kept him from pro- 
viding for his own fafety, it is certain he flood imnfDve» 
able, and fuHained the fatal ftroke w^ich coft him his 
jifc. 

•'The "court of France laments his death with extraor? 
dinary demonflrations of forrow, and fo does all the 
kingdom ; indeed they" have rcafon, France having ne- 
ver fent into the field a man more acc^mpllih^d with all 
the virtues and heroic qualities requiiite in a great gene- 
ral. ^ ^ 

They relate two or thfee remarkable paifages of his 
Ufc, which either happened fince I wrote my former letter 
to thee about him, or at leaft t^iey came not to my knOw-. 
ledge at that time. > 

One wà$ a little after his brother the Duke of Bouil- , 
Ion's deaths when he was fees to weep tcry affediooatelyik 
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ihovigh be «odeavqured to hl4e hyi fal&on fr*m the 
obfervatioQ of others ; which was taken notkc of as aa 
ai;gpufneot of his compaffionate temp^» and thi^ all the 
blood whichhad been fpUt jn his Qght, and under his 
condud, had not diminHhed his natural t^dernefs and 
.^huD^aokj. / 

He was finccrelymodeft, without .giving the wofid 
.any ocqafion to Judge that he^only ^edited to appear fo ; 
:£br when any of his friends or creatures i^ould run into 
' hyperboles in extolling his aéUons, he would not» hj a 
feigned. hamilityy and denying all they laid, lay a train 
for greater flatteHes, but he fo diiicreetly moderated his 
anfwersy that at the fame time he appeared fenGble of his 
true merity without the leaft fymptom of arrogance or 
vain glory, ♦ 

So when fome lords came to condole the lofs of his 
brother, that they might c6mfbrt him, they turned the 
difcourfe.to a panegyric on himfelf, highly extolling the. 
whole feries of his heroic performances ; hut looking on 
thim with a ftedfafl. gravity, and fetching a deep figh, 
he replied» ** It is the opinion of the world that I am 
fomething verfed in the affairs of war j it would be an 
•ungrateful prefumption to oppofe the public fentimcnt ; 
.but I can affare you, there is nothing more certain than 
that much of my knowledge in this kind is owing to my 
deceafcd brother, who by rules taught me many advan- 
tageous improvements of martial dilcipline ; and I. learn- 
ed not a little from his own examplary conduci." 

Another remark they make is on the liberality of this 
.general» and his contempt of riches ; for he really iqipo- 
•veriihed himfelf to reward and gratify his'friends ; it be- 
ing a word very common ia his mouth, ** That he wouM^ 
•live on die king'a'{>ay» and his friends fhould live on his 
teftate*'' Yethe.wa8/bttt»a)iOunger brother; ^^hich made 
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fais wife Qft«i*fayt " Ithat were it Botfor the kkg^ftiHo- 
ticjf her hulband entertained fuch a retuiue of noble beg- 
gars about' bmif ^t {he feared both he and fte muft ia 
a Iktlc traie take up the -faifte trade» and turn mendicants 
thcmfdvefc'* 

It is credibly reported of this great man^i^at he fct 
his heart tfo Utde on money as not to know one piece of 
coin firom another» nor their different' vakie in exchange* 

Once he was heard to &y thefe words to fome of the 
nobles, who were difcourfing on wedlth» ** I wonder (&id 
he) ii4iat plcafure men can take in hoaitiing up great 
heaps of money : For my part, if at the end of the year 
I fliould find in my coffers a great treafnre of gold left, 
it would nauseate me as much as if juil when I had made 
a full dinner, I tfhould be forced to fit iUU and glut my- 
felf by eating of the lame diihes over again.** 

And that which is mod to be admired Ib, that even in 
bis old ag^, to ^idh avarice is fo natural, his purfe was 
always open, and he gave away his money as liberally as 
lin his youth ; fo that when he was dead, they could find 
»no more than five hundred crowns in his keeping ; be- 
iides he died much in debt, which he contraé^ed oa the 
army's - aecount, that thity fhould not want their pay in 
due feaion ; but it is feid the king either has difchaiged 
thefe debts, or will do it in a little time. 

He wals a man of no great prefence, either for tallaefs 
or gmceful features, being of an ordsnary^e, and heavy 
countenance, with a mien and air more like a cttizeu or 
a mechanic than a foldier^ which juftifies the old pro- 
verb^ ^'.That the face is not always the true index of the 
heart ;'* for ail the world kooirs that ' he ^ vras a man* ^f 
great refbhition and bravery. 

* Tàey<uttribate many of hie/ddories to his regular and 
.fege eao^B^» others to fab fortuue i wUlft^'they cannot 
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irin. 



ckny that fonie were owing entirely to the force of his 
invincible courage. 

It were cafy to relate many inflances of this kind ; but 
I will not tire thy patience ; my letter is already ftretch- 

. ed beyond its defigned^limits» yet it comes far fhort of 
reaching the charaé^er of this prince ; however it wotdd 

. be invidious not to inform thee of all I know concerning 
kim worth obfervation. 

In the time of the civil wars» after he had abandoned 

' the party of the malcontents, and was made general of 
one of the king^s armies, he gave an admirable proof of 
his undaunted valour ; for when he had but three thou- 
land five hundred men with him, and thofe in a manner 
hemmed in by fourteen thoufand of the rebels, fo that 
there was but one pafs left whereby he might efcape, and 
he was flrongly preiTed to make ufe of that advantage ; 
** No, (fays he) I will not any longer live to fee my to- 
vereign (hut out of his own cities ; Orleans barred her 
gates againft him, even whilft the king's forces were en- 
tire, before they had received any lofs or dt'feat, and can 
we expeéi they will be any where more favourable to 
him, when they (hall behold us flying from our viékorions 
enemies ì No, this fatal day (hall either put a check to 
their fuccefs, or give a period to my life*'' And the e« 
vent anfwered his expeélation ; for he entered into battfe 
with the Prince of Conde, and routed all his forces ; 
ever (ince which he has done the Fcench king fo many 
eminent fervices, as amply made amends for his two yean 
revolt. 

^ He is now gone to the other world, not as to a cam- 
paign, but to celebrate an eternal triunnph among the ù^ 
mous heroes of the earth. 

The king has, in honour of his merits, caufed his bo* 
dy to be buried in the temple of St* Deoih where aD 
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the blood^Toyal . of Fmnce S» répofitcd, * (howing in this 
how little difference he makes between him that fits on 
the throne^ and him that well fupports-it. 
' lUaftriott» Hamet, I pray Heaven infpirc the Sultan to* 
reward thee and al^ his faithful minifters and brave gene- 
rals with particular htjfnoms, proportionate to every man's 
diftin^ merit» and fervfces. Adieu. 

Paris, 4th of the 9th Moon, of the year 1675. 



III. — To the Kaimacham. 

X HERE happen many remarkable events in a year, which 
I cannot preftnfly tranfmit an account of for want of 
timely, intelligence. My letters are often finifhed and 

' fealcd, and fojnetimes fent away before I hear of the tak- 
ing of fuch a city or ftrong hold, of this viftory on the 
French fide, or that fucéefs on the part of their enemies, 
the Germans, Spaniard», and Hollanders ; and I do not 
think it worth while to trouble the minifters of the Porte 
with an after-difpatch, only to inform them of fome fiége, 
battle, or othe? petty occurrence, as oft as they come to 
my knowledge ; choofing rather to recapitulate in one 
letter at the end of the year all fuch paffages as were o- 
mitted before, that fo my intelligence, however disjointed 
and parcelled out into fragments, may yet at laft be fet 
to^^her again, and made entire. 

l^irt the taking of Bclligand in Rouffillon from the 
Spaniards, by the Marefchal de Schomberg, was not a 
matter of thkt importaftté as to deferve a particular letter 

■ on ptìrpòfe.ta keep thne with aéh'on ; yet it is convenient 
to infert it in this fummary of tranfadiions omitted in my 
formef letters, that fo the Ottoirian regifter may not be 
Phi. FIIL c 
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imperfeA and defedlive. This fbvtrefs was taken. about 
midfumraer, after an jntrcnchment of fevcn days. 

But fortune, though (he feems to have declared in fa- 
vour of .the French arms, yet, to (how her inconftancy, 
fjomctimes turns her fmiles into frowns, and feems for a 
while to leave them in the lurch. 

On the nth of the 8th moon, there happened an ac- 
cident at Treves, which occafioned the lofs of that town 
to the confederate enemies of France, and a little cloud- 
ed the glory of the Marefchal de Crequi's arms, who had 
hitherto fought fuccefsfully, and gained tKe reputation of 
a very wife and prudent general. 

It feems the, governor of Treves, whom they call the 
Sieur Vignory, had orders to come out of the town that 
very day, and join the Marefchal de Crequi with five 
thoufand men of the garrifonj to put in execution fome 
defign they had upon the confederate forces, which lay 
not far off. The governor, in compliance with the or- 
der, was marching his men over a bridge, when his horfe 
fuddenly Parting at the'' difcharge of a piflol, fell with his 
rider into the ditch, where they both .perifhcd.. Now 
this> unfortunate gentleman not having difcovered his fe- 
cret order to any perfon living, ^his lieutenant being igno- 
rant of the defign, and troubled at this unhappy acci- 
dent, caufed the five thoufand*men to march back again 
into the town j in the mean time, the Marefchal de Cre- 
qui in vain expeded the coming of thcfe recruits» and 
finding himfelf too weak to refifl the more numerous 
troops of his enemies, was forced to give way, whilil 
they advanced to befiege the town, the main thing which 
he aimed to prevent. In this ilrait he had nothing elfe 
to do but to throw himfelf with his forces into the town, 
that fo his prefence might fupply the dead governor's 
place, tal the king's plcafurc were known. He defend* 
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cd the place with much refolution and bravery ; but by 
the treachery of a Certain captain belonging to the garri- 
fon, It was at length taken, after abundance of bloodfticd. 
This traitor's name was Bofejourdan ; he held a private 
correfpondence with the enemy, informed them of the 
difadvantages the town lay under, corrupted feveral of 
the garrifon, and did all things that might facilitate the 
reduftion of the place ; for which he was deTervedly 
hanged, having been .delivered into the hands of the 
French by thofe who, though they made ufe of the trca- 
fon, yet could not but abhor the traitor. 
_ The Imperialifts took courage upon this fuccefs, and 
began to think that fmce the death of Marcfchal Tu- 
renne, fortune had abandoned the intereft of France, and 
entered into the confederacy with them. Hereupon 
Count MontecucuU, on the 20th of the ^th moon, inveft- 
cd Haguenau, a ftrong place in the hands of the French; 
but the approach of tlie Prince of Conde foon made him 
raife the fiegc ; fince which there has been little of adioa 
bn either fide, fave the taking of Hiuin, a town fituated 
• on the Sombre, and which commands all tHe country be- 
tween that river and the Meufc. It was furrendered to 
the French about the beginning of the nth moon, on 
condition that the privileges of the inhabitants fhould be 
preferved, and that they fhould not be forced to maintain 
the king's garrifon. 

There have been lately fome feditions in the provinces 
of Bretagne and Guienne, faid to be fecretly abetted by 
the parliaments of Bourdeaux and Rennes ; for which the 
king has Signified his difpleafure, by removing thofe af- 
femblics to oth^r places, after having inflided fevere and 
exemplary punifhments on the ringleaders of the tumults. 

And now this monarcK feems to be weary of the fa- 
tigues of war, having pubMied a manifefto, wherein he 

c 2 
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complains of the injury done to Prince William of Fur- 
ftemberg, pltfnipotentiary from thè Bilhop of Cologne ; 
declares that he had reafon to fliow his rcfcntments of an 
affront given to his ally contrary to the law of nations ; 
that ne^erthelefs he had laboured for the general peace 
of Chriftendom, and was now in the fame inclination : 
On which account he fent the Sieur Colbert, maftcr of 
the requefts, and the Count d'Avaux to Nimeguen, there 
to affift at the conferences of peace» ^ 

Some fay this propofition to peace is the efFeA of a 
vow the king made, when, he was lately affliaed with a 
violent fever. Be it how it wiU, the captains and foldiers 
on all fides are agreed to ceafe frJmaas of hoftility dur- 
ing this cold fcafon, finding it much more conrifortable to 
wallow in beds of down, than to lie abroad in tkelfnow, 
•and to lay clofe fiege to a good fire; than to campaign it 
In trenches full of water and ice. 
* lUuftrious minifter, I pray God make thee happy aH 
the four feafons of the year ; but cfpeciaUy to give thee 
Kis winter's blefling, a warm houfe, an agreeable bed-feU 
low, plenty of the gifts of Ceres and Bacchus, a merry 
he^rt, and a good ilonjach. 

Paris, 7th of the lath Moon, of the Year i6:5- 



IV,_ro Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, Preftdent of the 
College of Sciences at Fe%. 

Thy packet came juft now to my hands, in aii hour of 
felicities, under a noble and propitious afterifm ; the con- 
ftellations above fmilc on Mahmùt at this feafon ; a thoufand 
foft and ferene pleafures diftil upon my foul j a pearl of 
heavenly dew fits on every blooming thought ; my heart 
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is like a gavden in the mornings of an autumn folfticej 
frefh and fragrant, though drooping for ago- 

I hare fpeut the fpring and fummer of my life in error,^ 
ignorance, and vanity ;.it is time that I fhould provide 
for the winter of my age a flock of foiid -wifdom and \ir- 
tue ; and heaven, to fhow its love and care of mortals, in- 
fpired thee with the generous thoughts of afCfliqg me 
once more by thy fage inilrudions. Thy difpatch con- 
tains ibch a fcfaeme of philofophy and rcafon as never can 
be refuted ; th«u art the Apollo of the age. 

Glory be to God, majedlc, living, and ilrong, eternal 
father and fource of lights, fountain of intelle^ual per- 
feétions, original treafury of rcafon, with whom remain 
from everl«fiiog ages the ideas of all things pafl, pre/ent» 
and to come, the patterns of things vifible and inyifible, 
the cxampkrs of every thing that has, had, (hall, or can 
have exiftence in the univerfe : Bleffed be the Word and 
Breath of God, the Spirit of life and underflanding, which 
ia the determined periods of time enters into holy fouls, 
making them the favourites of the Moft High and pro- 
jects. ^ 

' That fpirit defcends fometirhes, and on fome perfons, 
like a gentle ihower in harveil, but on thee it pours down 
like the river» from paradife, in vaft and mighty cataraAs; 
wiidom overflows thy foul as the Nile ; the ftreams there- 
of are ilrong and rapid as the currents of Tigris and Eu- 
phrates ; licli and inebriating as the waters of Jordan ; 
thy mind is covered with a dtluge of fcicnce. 

O immarceffible wifdom ! bleffed is the man that has 
thee for his portion in this life ! The gold has no value 
or beauty when compared with thee ; the diamond and 
fapphiae fade and look dull; and the choiceft. pearls of the 
Orient'lofe their ludre in thy prefence. Doubtlcfs wif- 
dom fhines for ever, and is incorruptible ; it is a pure rc- 
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fplendent elTence flowing from the eternal glory, à fin- 
cere emanation from the divine nature, the fpoOefs mirror 
of God, wherein he beholds his own immortal excellen- 
cies ; it is ten tkoufand times more ferenc than the light 
itfelf, brighter than the fun, purer than the fky, and more 
fparkling than all the hoft of the ftars ; the glittering 
^rowd of angels are eclipfed in her prefence, and all the 
radrant orders of the blefled above ferve but as foils to fet 
forth her fuperlative and all-penetrating corufcatioris. 

God brought hct- forth from the womb of his unfa- 
thomable depth ; fhe fprung from the treafure« which can- 
not be cyhaufted ; in the morning of thè world fhe rouf- 
cd the benumbed chaos with licr eificacious beams ; her 
energy gave life and form to the confufcd and dark aby fs ; 
* 4ht fhfncs from one extremity of tlie univerfc to another, 
illuminating infinite fpaces ; (lie is a refulgent circle of 
light, whofe centre is every where, but whofe circumfer- 
ence is not to be found. 

A(k thofe who pitch their pavilions above all worlds, 
the outlying camps of the Omnipotent, who guard the 
frontiers of the blifsful -regions, and walk the rounds of 
our remoteft heaven, the ccèkim empyraeum, to fire its bea- 
cons on the difcovery of any foreign invafion thrcatesed 
by fome new upftart republic of beings, hatched in the 
cold and frozen climates of the endlefs expanfe ; aik thefe, 
I fay, whether they ever could trace the eternal 'wifdom 
in her flights, or find the folitary haunts of everlafting 
reafon ? Tliey may purfue the glorious chafe over the 
untracqd waftes of the unlimited, unformed, firfl: matter, 
as well as through the fenced fields and parks, the inclof* 
cd land-niarked grounds of this known world ; but all in 
vain ; there is no catching what is infinite ; the wings 
of all created fancies are too fhort and weak ; the* cheru- 
bims themfelves and feraphims are far too flow to fcizc fo 
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fwift a prey ; wifdom is wild as cbafice, concealed as nn- 
tare, yet fixed as-deiliny. 

She dwells beyond the hlgheft heavens ; her throne fs 
inacceifible, yet (he fills all things with her prefence ^ (he 
fought for a place of repofe on earth among the fons of 
men ; (he traverfed the nations by land, and vifitcd the 
iiles of the fea ; (he defcended into the abyfles below, and 
made her fcnitiny in the horrid caverns of the globe ; at 
length (he found her reft in Abraham, and pitched her habi- 
tation in Ifmaely becaufe it was fo determined of old from 
fempitemal ages, and recorded in the archives of fate. 
She was eftablKhed in Mecca, the birth-place of the pro- 
phet, and her power is rooted in Medina Tclnabi, the 
place of his burial ; the holy cities are emiol^ed by her 
prefence, and (he (hioes in the midfir-of an honourable 
race, an offspring born to glory, a renowned people, a 
fiiaàified progeny, a generation of worthies, a family of 
heroes, a lineage whereon refts the favours and fmiles-of 
the Onmipotent* 

Oh, Arabia! well mayeft thou be called the Happy, 
fiace in thee is the feat of the eternal Cupience, Go mourir, 
ye mountains of. Judea ! -and all ye defolate valleys of Pa- 
leftine ! for the dew and the rain have foHaken you. 
Your foil la]igui(hes for want of moifture, and your glebe 
is dried up ; your trees wither and fade ; neither does 
the ground bring forth any grafs or flowers ; the paftures 
are become like a wildemefs, over-run with briars and 
thorns, and your arable fields - are as the Lybian waftes, 
barren and unprofitable. The land that was once called 
holy, is now become execrable, a habitation of fatyrs and 
and demons, becaufe wifdom has tranflated her'refidence 
from Sion; and the angels have decamped from the cli- 
mate of Jerufalem. 

Rejoice, O regions bordering on the eaft of the Re^ 

C4 
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.Sea I for with you is a great light, cvtn the law brought 
down from heaven, and the ^lory of th^ Mofl. High ovcr- 
ihadpws you# 

Wifdom is exalted in Arabia ; flie lifts up her head a- - 
bove the top of Mount Uriel ; fhe flourifhes like the 
palnn-tree, and fprcads her boughs as the terebinth ; ma- 
ny nations reft under the fhadow of her wide-fpread 
branches ; her ways are uniform and beautiful, like an 
alley of cypreffes, and all her paths are fweet as a garden 
of cinnanion, myrrh, and rofes ; her fruit feeds the £afl 
and the Bouth ; h^r falutiferous leaves are fcattered from 
India to the land of the Moors, where thou dwelleft ; 
her fragrant odour is diffuled from pole to pole» 

She is ^hc mother of fcience and virtue ; in her cofto- 
dy are the fprings of life and healthy of honour and rich- 
es ; fhe has in her treafures locked up innumerable kinds 
of felicities, which (he plentifully pours , forth on them 
that obey her infpirations ; Aie appears cheerfully to them 
that wait upon her, and no man ever departed from her 
prefence but he fell into fednefs ; for a certain enlivening 
.influence j1qw& from her countenance ; a man is ravifhed 
with her.converfation ; her breath is fweeter tham ambro* 
fiaj-or the vapour of eaftern incenfe ; her thoughtsare fra- 
.grànt as the aromatic exhalations of nardus, onyz> and 
vflaéle ; ^U words are too fhort to exprefs her praiies, nei- 
ther is there ^ny ftykor language that can defcribc her. in- 
comparable worth ; therefore, with reverence I defift 
from faying any more at this time on ifo fublime a fob- 
p&i^ left.Nyhile I am prolonging tiie panegyric of wiftiom, 
I proclaim my own folly to a fage who is familiar with 
her, and bed knows her chara^ler. 

In the ineaii time, vouchfafe to accept of thefe lines as 
a teftimony of the profound veneratign I have for thee, 
who art known through all Afric and otjier part» of the 
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world to be one o£ the firH rank among wifdoni's favour- 
ites. • 

Adieu, great lamp of Mauritania, and believe that 
Mahniut is no flatterer, 

F»np, 19th of liiC 3(cl Moon, of the Year 1576. 

■ ■;.,. ;i „ ., ■ . ■' !> ; .,',ù\,v . ' ■; : 

V. — To the Captain Bassa. 

JLf I write often to the bafTas of the land, I do not for- 
get the duty I owe to him of the. fea ; only that element 
has not been the ftage of fo many remarkable a^^ioos as 
the other ; there are no forts, caiUes, or ftrong citie» 
bnilt upon ^e waves ^ no fettled camps, or formal fieges, 
-unlefs it be upon the frozen feas within or near the Arc- 
tic circle, and there they only imitate the trade of war 
to cxercife their youth. 

However, on the other parts of the ocean there are fly- 
ing campaigns, battles en paffant ; and this year has af- 
forded fomc marine engagements between the French, 
.Hollanders, and Spaniards, not altogether unworthy of 
thy knowledge. 

* On the Sth of the. I ft moon, there happened a naval 
fight between the Sicur de Quefne, lieutenant-general of 
the French fleets, and De Ruitcr, .vfce-admiral of the 
Dutch, wherein the latter fufiered' coniiderable damage ; 
but far greater was their lofs on thè 2 2d of the fourth 
m^n loUowing, whfcn the famous de R^uiter was killed^ 
and fevcral of the Dutch fliips funk, burnt, and taken* 
Yet that which makes the greateft noife, was a battle 
fought on the ^d of tliis prefept moon, between the Ma- 
refchal dc Vivonnc, commander of the French fleet on the 
coafl; of Skilyi and the united naval forces of Spain and 
Holland. 

<^5 
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I have a particular account of this combat, and becaufc 
I know thou deh'ghteil in relations of this nature, I will 
acquaint thee in fhort, how they firft encountered each 
other, and what methods the French ufed to gaia a glori- ' 
0U8 viéioty over two fleets much more numerous in fhips 
than their own. 

It was not far ftom the old dangerous flrait between 
Chary bdis and Scylla, where the Duke de Vivonne de- 
fcried the hoilile navies making toward the place where 
he lay with his fleet at anchor : The alarm was quickly 
given, and all hands to the cable : As foon as they had 
weighed, they made all the fail they could towards the 
enemy : The Spaniards and Hollanders had feven-and» 
twenty (hips of war, nineteen gaUeys, and four fire^fhips ; 
the French had but nineteen (hips *of war, feven galleys, 
and ^ve fire-fhips. Thefe got the wind of their enemies, 
and attacked them fo fiercely, that they drove feveral of 
their capital teffels on thofe dangerous rocks andfands, 
where they were lofbj and they burnt thirteen more of 
their Heft fhips, among which were the admiral of Spain, 
and the vice-admiral of Holland. 

I ceafe to fay more of this remarkable fight, fave that 
it is efteemed only fecond to the famous battle of Lepan- 
to. 

Prince of the fca, I wifli thee equal fuccefe whenever 
thou fightcft againit the enemies of God and his pro- 
phet. 
• Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1676.^ - • 
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VI. — To the Sage of Sages ^ the M^ertous Erennte^ the Great 
Mohammed^ Mount Uriel in Arabia* 

1. HERE is no man in this mortal life who has ncTt chan- 
ged his opinions one time or other ; and whether it be 
an argument of wifdom or folly, knowledge or ignorance» 
to be thus mutable in our thoughts» we find few tenaci- 
ous nn their old age of the notions they entertained in 
theJr youth. • t 

We have fome natural and proleptic. ideas bom with 
us, others impofèd upon us by oar parents» nurfes» and 
tutors ; our in£ant fancies are tender,, fiexil:^, anil recep- 
tive of any impreiHons, like gold . that yields to every 
ftamp and coia^f a new fbrereigii. . Sp in the mint of 
human conver^aition, our thoughts are moulded andfotmed • 
by each prevailiog genius that keeps us <:omp«By ; nay, a 
new beck that we have an inclination for, ihall quite oUi* 
terate all that before was current reafoiv with us, and 
transform our faculties into another figure ; fo^ true it is 
that mankind delights in novelty •• 

Whether it be an effed of this general weaknefs in 
human nature, os of my own particular inconftancy, or, 
in fine, of laott corred and nmture cpnfideration, I will 
^not determine ; but this I am fure of,:that I cannot think 
BOW. of fevend things as I have done fonnerly, without 
ofieriog gnat violence to my prefent reaf^^m -I am as apt 
now to fufped myfelf of dotage at theie years as other 
HKnltre inclined io_ flatter Uiesi&lyes into a '^conceit of 
their own wifdom, and to boaft- of it to others ^i the fame 
age ; however, it appears evident to me, tbat fvery man's 
experience perfeds his fpeculations ; and he who trafEcs 
in the miart of philosophy. on the flock of his. own dif- 
coveriesi is in a fairer way to improve himfelf than aj 

, . -c 6 , 



6o LÉTTt^S WRirXEN BY, Vol. VIIF. 

that trades altogether on the credit of other inen'& con- 
ceptions. 

.The iatter is but wifdom's fadlor, or he may be C3|lled 
a broiie?.. in the fciencee, or a bankcx of other men's ima- 
-gipglions J he frequent» the common exchange, or burfe, 
pf l^amng ; reads the books^f the ancients ; converfes 
y^lik «the wits and mo'ft accomplilhed fpirits of the pre- 
fent age;^yet after all, he has but a retail profit ; nor 
ihall he eyer have batter, fo long as he dares pot venture 
fi]iaiicjji.ing of his own. . 

\^hereas the former is a rich fubfiantial merchant deal- 
ing>(»i'his own bottom ; he ventures on the wide ocean 
of the world's peeviife cenforioiis humour ; runs the ha- 
zard of ihip wreck, and ooriaira ; the winds and ftorins 
«f human, malice do not fright him, nor ali the rocks of 
fup^rilitiQa,; eftablifhed by the laws of nations ; no fands 
or. Selves» or any undermining private intereft, can banlk 
hh courage,, nl^ìlù, he has the gales of truth and tide of 
pr^itivse rcafpn on his fide ; for then he knows the com- 
mon fortune will be his pilot, and ftecr him fafe thirougà 
aU. . . . "" . . ' " 

From what I have faid, thou wìkiex^é^ fome new re- 
fined thfifift to drop from my pen, fome Very foHd dogma 
to be l^roached, aftpr fuch à tedious prehide ; but I tell 
thee.plainly I i .hardly know what I am to write next, 
^ve only thatii( have fome genecal notions different from 
«]iai I had before» concerning the eternity of the worlé* 

. It was fanaerly my opinion, and I pafied it upon^H 
wy friendo, that not only the matter of the wotU :Ì8 
everlaftiog, but i^ prefent forni allo ; but now I btlieve 
the. contrary^, on more rational grounds. It'i» not fo 
perfeà ascl efteemedit ; every year of my L'fe convinces 
l&e of ka decaying ftate; it ma^feftly droops a«3 erora- 
ttes away } therefore^ by proportion of argument we 
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ought to Goncludey ** It is corruptible in its firft prin- 
ciples, an4 confequently had a beginning, and (hall bare 
an end." 

I do not believe it, (hall be. annihilated or reduced to 
nothing ; nature abhors that thoaght ; but it (haU be 
changed» ractamorphofed, and tratlsfbrmed. 'Umt dies 
4Ìabit exhioy One day (hall confign it ta ruin, as Lucretius 
fays ; and the fame (hall give it a brighter form than ever 
it had, when the earth (hall become pure cryftal, and the 
ftars (hall out(htne the fun, and the fun himfelf fhall be 
diffolved into his eternal . principles of light. The philo- 
fophers who have fpoke of the laft day, agree that the 
world (ball be calcined by fire, efpecially thofe of the Ead 
and South ; for they pofitively aifert, " That when the 
tnoifture of the univerfe (hall be exhaafted and fpent, 
the elements will pour forth flames, fays Hermes Trif- 
megifttts ; a treafury of fire, fays Sophoeles * ; and Ovid 
afierts that the feas (hall be dried up, and all the firma* 
ment fhall appear like a furnace ; heaven and earth (hall 
be mingled pell-mcU together 5 the Greeks fay, the world 
(hall boil up and fcum off its impurities, ^tttfU^fy with a 
noife hke that ofi a iempef^ or a whirlwind ; the Italians 
cxprefs it otherwife, by the found a. clock makes juft be- 
lore it (bikes the hour ; for it moves in an even and re- 
gukr oonrfe, and has a flÀdy pulfe tiU then ; but when 
the laft ihiaute is etptred, the wheels ra(h all together 
w{tb a loader moife ^ for (hall the orbd above, and thefb 
inferior dements, when their courfe is done, break all 
thefir hamobny, and with confufed cracks and rattlings di(^ 
" goi^« their e(rence8 into the lap of theii' eternal chaos, 
there to be renewed and. changed again iiito far nobler 
forms, although the original fid>ftance ftill remains the 
fame ; for I belkve the firft Biatter to be unchangeaVfe 

^ Tlv^ ^m^kt Scribitur in tatla^ ^c» 
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and eternal» without beginning or end. But there have 
pafied many millions of ages, in the produ£lion of ùich. 
an infinite variety x)£ forms ; perhaps the grounds of ailro- 
k>gy arc true, and that there wete of old certain periods 
of time, afi&xed, firft for the produci: of the jieavenly. figns 
and coHileUationSy then for the planets, and afterwards 
for the nativity of all the other beings below the moon. 
But Mofcs, the lawgiver and chief philofopher of the 
Jews, is of a contrary judgment ; for he fays, the vege- 
tables had exiftence before the ftars : And fo one does 
not know what to think among them all. For ought I 
know, any man's reafon might be received vyith as much 
applaufe as that of Mofes, who fliould affert, " That 
there are certain horfes formed of the pureft light, gal- 
loping up and down the iniimte expanfe for an indeter- 
minate feries of ages, the duft of whofe feet firft raifed 
the elements o|it of. nothing, and then their hoofs ftrik- 
ing againft the original flints of nature, begat the fparks 
which fhaH fet the world a-fire at laft," And God 
knows whether the late conflagration at the imperial city 
was not Owing to a fcratch of one of thofe horfes nails, 
though they are pleafed to lay it op the giafrcs and ky- 
iilbafchi. 

By my foul, I believe all things proceed from eternal 
chance. All that we admire fo much in the worlds is a 
mere higgledy-piggledy of things which may be, or may 
not be, only tbey are ; and fo we muft not quarrel, with 
anything that has exiftence; We behdd the fun, moon, 
and ftars over our heads 5 they give us their fucceiSvc 
light by ni^t^nd day ; we tmmple upon the earth un- 
der our fect,^nd fail on the open fea, to which we can 
give no great tVuft ; at the. fame time, we know not the 
jiatures of tb^fe different beings ; the fun may he but an 
«temal carbuncle^ for ought we know^ and the. moon but 
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a creftcd fapphire, the reft of the planets but the re- 
fra^ions of thefe bright efiences, and all the £xed. ftarsy 
but fo many fplinters of the eternal torch which lights 
the world; and after all the left, this earth whereoA 
we tread may be but a wart or mole» a little filly excref* 
cence of fuperfiuous tumor of the ekrocats, if not 4. 
gangrene in nature. 

Oh Mohammed ! I havie faid too much to a man of 
thy abilrufe fpeculations, but thou wit pardon one that 
fpeaks with faith and fincerity. 

Let me put in one word more with thee^ Oh, chief of 
the- folitaries ! prince of the fylvans i glory of Arabia ! 
thou hidden one of the £aft ! thou phoenix of all gene- 
rations ! Nobody was bom for himfelf ; nobody is wife 
at all times ; and this is a particular feafon wherein the 
Gnurd Signior's fervice requires me to be, as it were, a 
little foolilhly merry. Therefore, begging thy. pardon 
and prayers, I bid thee adieu. 

Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 16^6, 



VII. — To PfcSTEtt Hali> hh Brother^ MaJFer of the 
CuflomSf and Superinttndant of the Arfenalut Conjl^n^' 
ttnople* 

It will do thee no hurt, to carry ihe foUowiog news to 
Hamet Bjeis Effendi : I intrench on the yo^\ time and 
Hiy own health, it being very late in " the night, on pur- • 
pofe that the minlfters of the Porte may have the earlieft 
account of the taking of Phflipfburgh from the Frenqh, 
by the confederate princes and ftates^ * 

This is a town of great importance, aad very ftrong ; 
The Spaniazds became mafters .of it in the year 1633^ 
through the treachery of the governor ;. next ye^r follow- 
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ing^ the Swedes put it again ifi the French king^s hands» 
but that monarch not being able to repair its fortifica- 
tioni, by Tcafon pf the winter, it was furprifed by the 
Imperialifts on the 23d of the firft moon 1635, in whofe 
hands it remained till the year 1644, when in the 9th 
moon it was taken by the Duke Enguien» now Prince of 
Conde, after he routed the Duke of Bavaria at Fribourg. 
The French Mave had it in pofleffion ever fmce that time, 
till about four days ago it was furrendered, upon condi«* 
tions, to the Imperialiils, who had blocked it up above a 
year, and fomially befieged it four moons. 

It is a lofs which this court refents with no fmall grief, 
Philipiburgh being ^ -town of more value than twenty 
others in thofc parts. The French have taken Conde, 
Bouohain, and Aire, but they do not think thefe an e- 
qoivalent reprifal ; neither can this campaign laft long^ 
enough to gÌTe-> them an opportunity of feeking farther 
fatiefeékion. 

Brother, I muft conclude abruptly, becaufe the poft 
tarries. God have thee, in his keeping, and preferve thee 
from the fnares and malicious ambufcades of devils, who 
are let loofe .from their infernal dens to range above 
ground fr«m this hour to the crowing of the cocks. . 

Paris, xzth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1676. 



. VIII. — To Sbphat, Abercromil, Vanni, Effkndi, 

'Treacher to the Suhan. 

Ab out five years, ago I fent thee a difpatch, contain- 
ing an account of the kind reception thy dodrines found 
in Europe, and of the fwift progrcfs they made in con- 
verting the honefter fort of Nazerencs ; I alfo acquainted 
thee with the óppofition that was made againft the writ* 
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ings of Francis Malevella, by the Jefuits and Domini- 
cane ; now I fhali inform thee fiarther of the prodigious 
advances this facred inftitution of h'fe has made in Italy» 
France, and Spain, with Germany, and other regions in 
the Weft. • 

Th^e is an eminent man in Rome, whom they caH 
Father Petrucci, a perfon of great leaining and confpicu- 
ouà knowledge ; his piety indeed has been by him indnf- 
trioufly concealed, as mucli as lay in his power, but yec 
his moft reclufe good worlcs took air, and all men of in-* 
tegrity conceit* . a veneratioti for him. He haTing read 
the works of Malevella, grew enamoured of fo fublime a 
fyftem of fpiritual rules, and wrote to all his friends, by 
way of recommendation of the author and his' {vhjcA ; 
thofe letters afterwards were pat in print, aftid it is not to 
be expreflbd what powerful infiuencc they had on all imi 
partial readers* He publiHied alfty txiaoy le^amed treatiies, 
in the defence and praife of a contemplative life 1 and the 
reputation of this refìaed theology' daily increafcd, and 
fpread abroad in every comer of the Chriftian worlds 

Among the reft of learned profdytes, a certain Spa*' 
ni(h prieft, and do^or of the- Chriftian law, whom they 
call Michael de Molino, appeared upon the iEbage ; and 
in the year 1675 publifhed a comprehcnfive treatife of 
myftical rchgion. The book was approved and licenfed 
by the archbifhop of RÌiegg»o,%y the generai of the 
Francifcans, an officer of the Inquiiition, and by Martin 
de Efparfa, an eminent jefuit belonging to the fame court, 
and profeftbr of tbeology at Rome* The prefe had no 
fooncr delivered this myfterioiia treatife toglie world^ but 
every body catched it up ; fo that the. firft edition being 
foon difperfcd in Rome, Ferrara, Najiles, and other ^tiea 
of Italy, it was ncccflaiy to ftait a newimpreffion of fo 
acceptable n thing, that tlie reo^iai&iog provinces, ftates^ 



66 LETTBRS WRÌTTEN BY VOL VIIL 

and principalities, migfet not want their ihare of fo divine 
a copy ; that Spain might be reformed by one of her 'own 
natives ; and generous France, forgetting her averfions, 
might not difdafin the fage inftru6lions of a hated Spa- 
niard. In a iVord, Molino's book is had in fecond ve- 
neration with the gofpel ; his friendfhip is coveted, by the 
gveateft men in Rome, cfpecially the fecular clergy are 
ambitious to confirm the honours^ dignities» and benefices 
they already pofTefs in the church, by gaining the favour 
of his acquaintance ; they confult him as an oracle in knot- 
ty problems of divinity; and many cardinals court his cor- 
«refpondence, not valuing their rank in the red lift of ec- 
cleijaiUcàl princes, .unlefs they are alfo enrolled in the hap- 
py number.ofMoliab's friends; fuch are Carpegna, Azo- 
lint, CaiTaatsr, Odefcakhif and the French Cardinal d' 
Eftr^es. ' • 

This laft is famous for his learning and accompliihments» 
being educated in the Sorbonne, and a. famiHar of Mon* 
fieur De Launay, a 'great reformer of errors in the doc- 
trine and difdpline of the Roman church. Being thus 
predifpofcd to favour any one who would cxpofe himfclf 
to flcm the torrent of corruptions, the tide of vain and 
fuperftitioms praélices advancing daily higher and higher, 
and threatening to overflow the banks of folid piety, iln- 
cere devotion, and all moral virtue, the generous cardinal 
appeared the public patron of Molino, and in private they 
had many conferences. The Spaniard laid afide his na- 
tive jealoufy of foreigners, and the Frenchman mortified 
his pique againU that nation ; they both converfed vrith 
opennefs of heart, and unrefcrved freedom. 
. The cardinal alfo, after this, brought him acquainted 
with fevcfal eminent men in France, between whom and 
Molino was held a ftrid intdHgence. The new pope, 
who was before called Cardinal Odefcalchi, has given him. 
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aa apartment in his own palace» and done him many 
other honours ; in a word, he h grown fo confiderable» 

I that the greated part of the Nazacenes look upon him as 

a prophet fent from God. . . 

I take complacency to fee Mahometanifm thus maf- 
querade it in the heart of Chriftendom, and the moft re- 
fined draught of our religion copied in the lives and prac- 
tices of the mod: exc^lent among the Nazarencs. It is 

I a fair fign» methinks, that by degrees they will inquire a 

[ little farther, and with more humility, into our facrcd 

law, that they will not fiumble at circumciiion, wafhing, 

I and other purifications and ceremonies appointed by the 

prophet, fince they are all performed in honour of the 
Eternal Unity, and not to images or pióhires. Howercr, 
at leaft, fuch pious and contemplative men as the£e, will, 
by a necciikry confequence, raife up a fecret fa^ion for 
ns, and qualify the bitter zeal and fpite whidi Chnftians 
genendly bear againft the true believers ; for the follow^ 
ers of MaleveUa, Petrucci, and Molino, are already brand- 
ed, and diflinguiflied from the reft of the Nazarenes by 
the odious name of heretics, which is next door to the 
more opprobrious title of infidels, the beft and kindefk 

I epithet they can afford the faithful muifulmans. 

I To fum up all h brief, they reckon an hundred thou* 

{and of this new feA in Jtaly, as many more in France 
apd Spain, and not much fciyer in Germany,' befides Po* 
land, Hungary, and other regions ; fo that if an army 
of muffulmans fliould appear on the Italian fhores with 

• Vani Effendi at the head of them, and a declaration 

fhould be fpread about, containing that you aim at no- 
thing but to propagate the truth, and to prote£^ the in- 
jured molinifts or quietifts (for fo they nickname this con* 
templattve fe£t), they would all rife and fiyto the Mar 
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hometan flandatd, as formerly the malcontents of Italy 
did to the afylam of Romulus. • God's will be done. 

FarÌ8, ad of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1676. 



IX. — To MiRMADOLiN, Santone of the Vale of Stdon, 

Xjlesscd are they who honour the virtues of holy men, 
and ftrive to imitate their examples. ' The infidcb count 
them mad whom the great lord of all things has infpired 
with his love, which is the fpirit or breath of the Omni- 
potent, giving life to all things ; their fouls are fnatched 
away in facred ecftacies; they are carried Co the bright 
fliining worlds, borne up on the wings of a wind from 
paradife ; they behold marveUous things, and the wonders 
of the fky 5 wafted from ftar to ftar, they arc raviihed 
with the fight of fo many radiant fplendours, and expire in 
tranfports of divine pleafore,when they confider the beau- 
tiful economy of the univcrfe. 

O Ariel 1 chief of the choirs above, who fetteft the 
tunes of the fphcreft, and art mailer of the eternal mufic 5 
who taughteH Sultan David to play on the harp, and 
and learnedfl him the fongs of paradife ; fend down fome 
azured meflejiger, fome purpled poft Yrom Eden, to in- 
fpine my foul with divine harmonies, whilft I celebrate 
the praifes of Alia, the firfl. and the lafl^ whofe glory if 
expanded through the infinite abyfs, and enlightens end- 
lefs fpaces. The whole univerfe is full of his majefty, but 
the place of his retirement is above the heaven of bea» 
Tens ; there he keeps his court, guarded by fevcnty times 
feven millions of angek, who always fland on their watch 
to prevent the invafions of Orofmades the prince of dark*- 
nefs, the root and fource of all evil. 

God citme from heaven in the days of Mofes, with aa 
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army not to be numbered ; Michael was his ftandard^ 
bearer, wiiofe chariot was a carbuncle of paradlfe ; they 
marched through the milky way, and made their defcent 
on the rock of the defart Sinai ; the artillery of the ce- 
leflial holl waS thunder and lightning ; they were encom- 
pafled with thick clouds of fmoke ; the world was af- 
frighted at the dreadful rioifc, and Orofmades diirft not 
appear to abide the battle, but fled into the caverns of 
the eartli with all his legions, where they are barred up 
to the ,day of judgment ; they often drive to break looixr, 
which qccaflons horrid earthquakes, but the chain which 
binds them is faftentjd * to the throne A>f God ; he keepa 
the keys of thofe infernal prifons, and bars up all the a- 
venues of hell ; there darknefs, horror, and pain have ta^ 
ken up their refidence for ever ; .one abyfs fupplics ano- 
ther with eternal floods of confufion and mifery ; but a- 
bove the furface of the earth he has eftabllfhed light, \i* 
berty, joy, and peace, to them that revolt not from his 
love and obedience. 

God came from Arval, and the holy -one was feen to 
fly from the thickets of Schair in the Eaft ; he bent hig 
courfe towards the Red Sea, and pitched his tents in the 
meridian of Mecca. On that day the kebla was turned 
towards the South, and the feces of the faithful, in time 
of prayer, regarded the houfe of Abraham, the fquarc 
temple, and the place appointed by delliny for the tomb 
of the prophet. Then Medina Telnabi became bright 
and illaftrious ; the glory of Jerafalcm faded, and wa» 
cdipfed at the dauming fplendour of this new fanéìwary, 
• a. city ennobled by the prefence of deputies from heaven*, 
even Gabriel and Ifraphiel, who came down to vifit the 
determined place of the prophet^s rcfl:. 

They brought with them rules and models of 4Jvinc « 
architeéttire, that the dormitory of the meiTenger of God 
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niigiit be majeftic and glotious. They difclofed their er- 
rand to Zaphid and Al-Kepher, two cunning artificers in 
the city, and fhowed them the celeftial pattern of the fc- 
pulchre ; thefe kept . fecret the matter till the time was 
accompliffaed which the angels enjoined them ; then they 
declared themfelves, and undertook the builjling of a fa- 
bric, which has rendered Medina famous throughout the 
world. 

Oh Medina Télnabi ! how fweet is thy name among 
the muffulmans! The roads of Afiaànd Afric are covered 
with the caravan» of fuch as bring prefcnts unto thée, the 
devout pilgrims who travel from far to kifs the pavement 
of the temple where the bones of our divine lawgiver are 
repofited. 

I faw the elephants and dromedaries of the Eaft with 
joy bow down and couch to the earth, while facred bur- 
dens were laid on their backs ; the camels alfo of the 
fouth of Egypt, and the land of Moors ; they perform- 
ed the facred pilgrimage with humility and refignation ; 
they failed four, dwe^ ten, or fourteen days each, as they 
were able, in token of their devotion and thankfulnefs, 
in that they were permitted the honour of vifiting the ho- 
ly region, and. the fepulchre of him who taught the 
dumb beafts the difcipline of wifdom, and the way to pa- 
radife. 

Ever fince that time the animal generations have in- 
ftruéted each other in the precepts of the prophet who 
could neither write nor read ; in their jnute language 
they perform morning and evening the appointed orifonìs, 
and preach to their young ones by inarticulate founds the 
doéirines of faith clear and intelligible. 

Oh Mohammed ! every letter of ,thy myfterious name 
i» fuU of benediction and praife ; eacK fy liable ii com- 
pQuaded of fecrets not to be revealed till ihe confumma* 
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tion of all thing» ; thou art a treafury of wonders wUqh 
cannot be exhaufted or valued. 

I heard the eaft^m wind record thy praifes on a flute, 
whiift gentle zephyrs blew foft vocal harmonies, wherein 
were often celebrated the glorious names of Mahomet 
and Hali ; to thcfe great Boreas joined in concert vnth 
his deep-lunged organ, fweetened in counter-tenor by 
the fouthern wind ; they whittled, fung, and played in 
parts j tin all the younger fons of i£olus came in to fill 
the choir ; then was the mufic loud and Ihrill i it awak- 
ened all the woods and forefts on the earth ; the trees 
and all the vegetable race ftruck up in unifon with the 
winds, the birds put in their cheerful notes, the dreams 
and rivers murmured grateful airs, the fea raifed up her 
billows to the clouds, whilft jovial tritons founded high 
levets of marine, anfwered in verfe by rumbling timbrels 
of the fky ; there was ah univerfal joy and rant ; nature 
hcrfelf was ia a frolic, and kept holiday. 

Why did the Moft High decamp from Arval, and the 
Eternal remove his refidence from Schair in the Eaft ì 
Why did he caufe his armies to lie down in the South, 
and his pavilions to cover the regions of Mecca ? Doubt-, 
lefs he did all this in honour of the law which he fent 
from heaven, and of the birth-place of his favourite, that 
all nations might know and cpnfefs, " That there is but 
one God, and Mahomet his apoftle." The bealls of the 
earth acknowledge this, the fowls alfo of the air, and 
the fifh of the fea ; the elements and inanimate beings 
are fcnfibk of a joy which they cannot exprefs, and the 
univerfe is all diifolved in rapture, whilft it lies ftretched 
out at large, 'unfolded into' cndlefs ikirts, . and refts for 
ever on the all-propping Unity. 

Mirmadolin, I am part of the univerfe, -and therefore* 
cannot but be touched with a fenfe of the blifs which at' 
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certain feafons tranfports the whole. Thou who art al- 
ways ill a divine ecflacy, wilt not wonder at the /hort en- 
thuiiafms of thy flave Mahmut, whp covets nothing 
more amljicioufly than to imitate thy blamelefs life. 

Farewell, in God i for we cannot be out of him, fo 
long as we are in ourfelves, 

Paris, 17th of the ad Mbon, of the Year 1677. 



; X. To the K AIM AC HAM, 

The French are refolved to make bold efforts this cam- 
paign, to repair the lofs of Philipfburgh, which was 
taken from them laft year ; the kipg is impatient of any- 
check given to the progrefs of his arms, and fpares nei- 
ther men nor money to keep up the reputation and fame 
of a conqueror. ; and if this charader (grown familiar to 
to him, as it were, by prefcription, after a long and al- 
raoft uninterrupted feries of vidories), happen at any 
time to be lelTened by fone unfuccelsful attempt upon 
the enemy, he cannot be at reft till he has rec^spred it 
again by fuch veriòwned exploits as may be anfwerable to 
the g^reatnefs of his foul, and the formidable puiffance of 
his fword, known to all Europe. 

He has many and great armies in pay ; and whether 
it be an effcdl of his fortune or his judgment, it is ob* 
ferved that he is always bleffed with the àbleft generals 
in Chriftcndom. . ^ 

The firA thing he enterprifed was the flege of Valen-. 
ciennes, a city feated on . the frontiers of the Sp^mifh- 
Netherlands, a very important pkce, and confiderabk 
for its commerce, inhabited alfo by a flout warlike peo«< 
pie, and of very difficult accefs, by reafon of a fcertaia 
river, with whofe waters they: can at pleafuce drown all 
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the country round about* It was loTefted by the Duke, 
of Luxemburgh on the 28th of the 2d moon, and form- 
ally bcfieged on the 4th of the 3d ; on the jyth there- 
was a general alTault given, and the French enteied the 
town, which fo terrified the inhabitants, that they threw' 
themfelves upon the king's mercy 5 he accepted their 
fubmiifions, and fo put a ftop to the common violence in 
fuch cafes. 

Another time this had been enough to have crowned a- 
whole campaign, and fatisfied the ainbition of the French 
generals, but now the remembrance of lad year's lofs and* 
difgrace fpurs them on to new revenges ; and to convince 
the world that this monarch is not eafily to be daunted,' 
but that he is jealous of his glory, he has, fince the tak- 
ing of Valenciennes, befleged two ilrong cities, Cambray 
and St. Omers. 

The fiormer of thcfc is efteemed one of the ftrongcft* 
places in all Flanders ; it is fituated on the river Efcaut, 
and was the ancient patrimony, of the French crown ever 
fiftce the reign of Clodion II. King of France, who 
made himfelf mafter of it in the year 445 of the Chrifli- 
ans hegira ; afterwards it fell to the fhare of Charles the 
Bald in the year 843, and in the year 870 it became the- 
occafión of a war between the Kings of France, the Em?- • 
perors, and the Counts of Flanders, in which conteft one 
of the Baldwins got it, and left it to his fon ; but 
Charles V. overreached him, and by means of the hi-» 
(hop's correfpondence took poflefiion of the place; he- 
pot a Urong garrifon in it, and built a citadel, which 
rendered the town ahnoft impregnable. In procefs of' 
tii^e it fell into the hands of the Duke of Alanfon, bro^ 
tlier to Henry III., when he wni made Count of Flan- 
ders, in the year 158a ; but in the year 1595 the Spani-' 
ards took it, and have held it ever fince, till the 6th of 

Fol. Fill. u 
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the 4&h moos o£ this pre£mt year, when the grates wer« 
(ft open to l<9t la the Pcenck troops, and on the 17^ the 
ekadel was fanreodered upon articles. 

,As £Dr Si. Omersy it is a great city:, and wetf fbitified, 
harmg on one Me the nvtt Aa, with its marilMSy and 
00 the other being de&aded by a caftle, flanked with 
good baftÌDDAy and encompafied with an extreme broad 
and deep ditch. About the beginning of this- moon it 
veti invefted by the French king's forces» and within 
three or four days it ^as formaHy beficged» but not gaia^* 
té without a bloody combait, fooght between the French 
asd the Prince of Orange» who came with a eoniideraUe 
aisny;, defigpsing to throw fuceours into che place. I 
will not trouble thee by reciting all the particulars o£ the 
fij^t ; only be'aiRired» that the French got the vicfcorj, 
put the others to flight, remained mailers of the field» 
took thiiteen pieces of casaon» feventecn flaindaids, all the 
cnenr^s baggage, ittd aliBoii three thoufand prifoners. 

The ftage of this great aéiion was a place called Mont 
Cafitl, not far Èrom Siu Omers; a Q)Ot of ground ob- 
fcrved to have once before bee» propitious to the French^ 
annsy when Fhtlip of Valois fought there with the Spa»- 
iiianls» and gave them an entire defeat. He was reckon- 
ed the T^ianteft prince of that age. 

The inhabitaats of St. Omers» hearing of the defeat 
that was given to the Prince of Orange» were in fo grveat 
a Gonilemation, that in a few days they vcduntarity fot- 
rendered to the Fi>ench king* 

muRrioaB kaimackam» this: puifiant monarch takes 
f«eh wife methods» as thou wik hpf- camiot fhal in. tke 
ordinary courfe of war to bring htm &cce(s ; he is aa 
excelleni paymadfer» and never gives oceafion &» his fo^ 
diers to repine or murmur for want of . their daily allow- 
aaoe^ nor puts* them upon^iiapatieat expe^latioiisof their 
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ametrs ; on ^e eotitrarf , he fs^Térf mumficefit md I»^ 
benilto all men of merit; and the meaadl ioMier who 
fignalifcs himfelf by any notable explcHt or aéiion of 
biavvry^ la furé to be diftmguiflied from the reft by fome' 
foyal reward in money, if he be not advanced to the 
dignity of a commander, and (bmetknea they are honour^ 
ed with both. This conduét make» his men fight like 
lions, each being emulous of his fellows, and all freely 
hazarding their lives to gain their matter's efteem, count- 
ing that the moft glorious poft whieh is moft expofed to 
danger* 

He is fevere to thofe prcmnces and towns which refufe 
to fttbmit to hia arms, and full of clemency to fuch at 
willittg^y embrace his government. 

In a won!, his donatives and largeflcs to his own, hir 
coodefcenfions, and the immunities he gives to others^* 
together with the exaébielsof^ his jaftice to all, to faci-» 
litate the progrefs of his arms, increafe his conquefts, 
and render him the greateft prince in the weftem parts. 

Sigc mmifter, I kiis the hem of thy veil, and with 
humble obeifance retire from thy prefenee. ' 

Paris, apth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1577. 



XI. — To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 

A HE love of women- is natural to our Aiz, and there is* 
no man- who at one time or other has not felt the 
wanmiis of this smoixms paflion ; but it k ftnmge to ob-' 
ferve after what a different manner this flame dificovers* 
itldf in people of vartous nations^ ages, quaUties, for-' 
ttioes, ao4 conftitntions-; young men are lafciviouff and 
irdent in their lo^ ; old men are ridiculous and fonnaly 

D 2 
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the poor man (ludicft to pleafe his miilrefs by abjeéb fub- 
miffions and htimble obfequioafoefs ; the rich ftrives to 
win her by munificent gifts aad prefents ; the vulgar 
make their court by feafting the coy damfel, and regaHng 
her with junkets aad wine ; the noble entertain her with 
plays, mafqiierades, ballets, and other pompous diTcr- 
tifemeats. 

The ingenious Italian fets upon hi^ miftrefs with a 
"kind of poliihed waiitonnefs, hot making romantic» 
whining addrefies, but with a refined impudence, hu 
eyes, his hands, his tongue, and all his ad^ions focm 
make her fenfible where his pain lies ; he celebrates her 
praifes in verfe, and hires mufic to ferenade her; finally, 
he never leaves tiU he gains her, or revenges himfelf on 
his rival, by fending him out of the world, and oa her» 
by turning all his compliments into curfes and fiajiden ; 
but if he gets her, he (huts her up for ever, and makes 
her chamber her prifon. 

The headftrong Spaniard, burning with defire, and 
impatient of delay, flung with refUels concupifcence, be- 
haves himfelf like a madman ; he ftamps, flares» and 
raves, walks furioufly backward and forward, rolls his 
eyes after a hideous manner ; he ftarts, ' ilands fiill, lays 
hia hand upon his fword, looks up to Heaven, invokes 
the iaints, talks to himfelf, threatens the difif^ution of 
aU things, if he be baulked of his love ; in this humqur 
he runs to his miflrefs, falls at her feet, makes dolefid 
and paflionate complaints, throws 'himfelf upon her mer- 
cy, adores her, and does alKtldngs which are proper for 
a defperate lover ; if by thefe means he enjoys her, he 
foon grows weary of her, and either kills her, or proftt- 
totes her fecretly for gcAd ; but if he cannot obtain her, 
then he macerates and torments himfelf, and is refolvcd 
to die* 
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Dife-eot ^m both Uiefe is the wanton FrcBchniani 
who courts his miftrefs after a jolly fafliioa» with fo&gi> 
dances, mufic» and jcfts ; he is all life and mirth when 
in her company, and abounds with a thoofand (orts of 
comical humours ; if he gets her, after a httle time the 
fickle fpark is cloyed, and falls in love wkh another ; if 
he £ùl of his purpofe, he is not much concerned, for all 
Ina love was but counterfeit ; yet he makes a ihow of 
dilcontent, he threatens and fputters at her for a while, 
fafot this tongue-tempeft is foon laid, and a new face pro» 
4aces a cahn. 

But the phlegmatic Gtfman is very hard to be kind- 
led up to this paffion, and then needs a great deal of art 
to blow him into a flame ; he is cold and wary, thought- 
fU and flow, provident and dull ; yet, when once touch- 
ed vrith this affeéBoa, he is very hbeial of his giftf» 
vrliich is thc-mafter-piece of his courtihqp ; if he .obtains 
1ÙS miftrefs, he foon returns to his primitive frigidity ; 
and if he be fmftratcd, he is but where he was, far from 
IciUiBg himfdf for. a peevifli female. 

The Frenchman profefles more love than he has ; the 
German endeavours to hide the fervour of his paffioo ; 
the Spaniatd perfuades himfelf that he is bdoved by Us 
flftiftrefr $ whilft the Italian takes the neareft courie to 
be beloved by her in reality. The Frenchman loves a 
pleaiant witty maid, though (he be deformed $ the Spa- 
niard prefers beauty to wit and good humour ; the Ita» 
lian is for a female of a timorous fpirit ; whilft the Gor- 
man adores a virago. The Frenchman, by his wander- 
ing loves, of a wife roan becomes a fool, and exchanges 
his health for a thoniand maladies ; the German, having 
profuCely fpent all in amorous Hberah'ties, at length, from 
a fool, though late, becomes a wife man ; the Spaniard 
Bodcrtakes heroic enterpriles to pleafe his miftrefs ; whiUL 
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tàe Italian defpifes hoaour» a4d ereiy tUfig elfe» tka be 
way ei^y her. 

Ccruinly the gre&tcft men in ihe world have beea itib* 
jeé^ to tius (oh paffi^Dy aod have facnficcd their rqnitMr 
iion, glory, and virtue, with their very reafoo, to the M^ 
gardS' of love. How enfnared was MitKrtdates in Boa^ 
IBS, by a beatttiiFid woman i Hew did Hannibal AificT 
lu8 courage to be. eacrvaeed whk the liuuriet ef CqMit f 
JSo Hercttfes of oM lelfc (the igkmom toib of vaan» «4 
Mfened his anrn to itiift ;£br the ^e o£ bie I«le ; A 
Ulyffes wat captivated by Circe, Achilles by firifeia, «wi 
(uKÙkrhy Cleopatvaf aed ^hini. -Inoiraft tfaat vmmatab 
««xord Cangie thnigiaf the atoonr^ «£ «nr.gkmiM itt9>- 
oarcBS* 

There is^ao nation free irom the feadmeftta of kmté 
ftt every age aend region irary in their «oiiéii^ iommé 
monta» Here in the Well tiiey are all for intriguing 
and gallantry; they oceufe the muiG^nftfis for bafiag 
more wives than one, and for keeping aa many oonco^ 
bines as they pleafe, whM they themfidives have their 
wives idmod in conmion, and lie wkh -every wenoh that 
conea in their way ; adidtery paifcs with tbem far good^ 
hrteding, and fonniication is efteemed as innocent an af> 
tiDB as eating and diinkiifg.; whereas tbom knowcft » 
mong the true believers thele crimes are fiuniihed wxtb 
deadt* Fromilciioas copulation. was forbid by Masfea^ 
fefus, and Mahomet, and in general by nU the prophets $ 
k is 3 fafikient andnlgeiice, that every man may manry 
faur wives, and enjoy as many other womea as he either 
takes captives from the^snemy in wars, or purchafes with 
his aiopey. Bat thefe infidels bad rather foflow the 
^timents of the old heathep lawgivers, and the examples 
èf idolatrous nations, than obey God and his meifeagera 4 
tfctty apfJaiid Solon, the great lawgiver of Uie Athenians» 
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calliBg him a wife man» ms he wm pronounced by tbc 
Delphic oracle, and a generous patriot, lor procunag 
faariots to aooompany t^ youths of the city, aitd build- 
ing a temple to Venu» out of the money they got by 
proftitutfng themfelvcs. 

It is certain whores were tnudh efteemed in thofe days 
afmong the Grecians, for the magiftrates built them pub- 
& honfes on purpofe, and free f<Hr ati comers ; they tab 
itoade lams to proteék them from injuries } and fo gre«t 
was the yeneration that hefotted people had for them, 
that, when Perfea invaded Greece, the harlots of Corinth 
mdertook to intercede for their country in the temple of 
Veni» ; nay, whatfoever extraordinary favour they had 
toaik of that goddefs, it was done by the mediation of 
4ht whores ; and there feems fome reafÌMi on their fide, 
ince Venus herself was tranflated to heaven, and made 
« godde& for being the greateft whore «nd bawd that 
lever Uved : She firft taught the Cyprian women to pro- 
^ttte th^ bodies for gain. 

What a work did Afpafia make, who filled all Greece 
with whores ? For the love of her and her wenches it 
was that Pericles begun the Fekponnefian wnr that hà^ 
ed fo many years, and is fo much talked of in anciefit 
hillory. There were alfo learned whores ; as Sappho» 
the miftrefs of Phaon ; Semproma, Lesena, and Leon» 
tium, who wrote publicly in vindication of their lewd 
praóiice, and iavcigHed againil marnage. There were 
alfo noble whores ; as Rhodope, who buih one of tbc 
Egyptian pyramids with the money given her by the 
king ; Thais the Corinthian, who was fo furpatfing beau* 
tiful, that fhe fcorncd to lie with «rvy but kings and 
princes : But Meflalina, the wife of Claudius C«^, ex- 
ceeded them all in the (alacioafnefe of her temper. I 
will not omit to mention Joan, Queen of' Napks, wte 
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caufed her-firft hufband to be hanged, becaufe he could 
not fatisfy her luft ; his name was Andrew, fon to 
Eh'zabeth Queen of Hungary : Her fecond hufband, to 
repair the fault of the iirft, fo wafted lus ftrengih in the 
conjugal embracea, that in a little time he killed himfelf •; 
Her third hufband was James, King of Majorca, whom 
ihc beheaded for lying with another woman : Her fourth 
and lafl fpoufe was Otho Duke of Brunfwick ; he lived 
to fee her hanged In the fame place where her firft huf- 
band had, by her order, fuffered the fame fate. This 
was the revenge of Charles Prince of Dyrachium, coufin- 
.german to Andrew before-mentioned. This lafcivious 
queen would have the company of ten or twelve young 
men, one after another, the fame night. 

What fhall I fay of Semiramis, Emprefs of the Af- 
fyrians ; of Pafiphae, wife to Minos King of Crete ; or 
of an hundred other royal whores ; when it is obfervabic» 
that the moft illuftrious heroes on earth have fprung from 
adulterous beds ? Witnefs Hercules, Alexander, Clodo- 
reus King of the Franks, Theodoric the Goth, William 
the Norman, Raymir or Arragon, and many more, too 
tedious to be recited ; nay, few kings and princes arc 
bom of lawful mothers. 

Doubtlcfs the infidel nations live in great corruption of 
.manners ; they confound and blend together divine and 
profane maxims, from whence refult monftrous and abo- 
minable pradlices, and a general uncleannefs of life in all 
things. But the chafte followers of Mahomet have all 
cultoms in abomination that defile the foul and rob it of 
its natiye purity ; we obey the traditions of Ibrahim, 
Ifmael, and the reft of the holy line, who never touched 
any woman but their own lawful wives and concubines, 
rcfting contented with this indulgence of the Omnipo- 
tent ; we put in pradlice the law brought down from 
heaven, and the precepts of the prophet, which forbid 
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~ all adultery, fornication, and inceft ; wc prcfcrvc in our 
veins the pure and unpolluted blood of our fathers, and 
tranfmit the fame to our children, and the pofterity to 
come, that the promifes made to Ibrahim, the glorious 
patriarch of the Eaft, may not be difannuUed by the fins 
of his offspring, but may be verified till the day when the 
moon.ihall be cancelled in the heavens, and all the fiars 
be biotted out. 

Oh fage Hamet ! we are of a facred lineage, and il- 
luftrious pedigree ; our progenitors were the favourites 
of Heaven, and lords of the earth, by the fpecial bene- 
diAion of God ; the light of the Eternal fhincs upon . 
the Ottoman houfe, and is refleé^ed from thence on all 
the empire. I pray Heaven that we may not forfeit 
thefe privileges by our own folly, and caufe an ill report 

.,to be whifpcred of us among the angels, faints, and pro- 
phets, and throughout the preciu6ls of paradife. 

I confign thee to the cuftody of God, and thy guar- 
dian genius, wishing thee all manner of enjoyments that 
may confifl with purity and innocence. 

Paris, 7th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1677. 



XII. — To the Captain Bassa* 

JjY (hips newly arrived from America, advice is brought 
to this court of a fignal defeat given to a fquadron of 
Dutch (hips in thofe parts, and of the taking the ifle 
Tpbago by the French. This exploit was performed 
under the condudi of the Count d'Eilrées, an admiral of 
rifing fame here in the Weft, 

But in my opinion the French magnify this enterprife 
beyond its true value, for they loft as many fhips and 
men as the Hollanders ; . and all the gain they can boa&u 
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of is a yhce w&ick will'cod them more to ddcnd than 
k 18 really «vrorth* 

I wondefr tlóe potent monarch does not rather fct out 
a lleet of ihipe weH manned, and 'provided of all necef- 
£rHe8> to make fo<«iie difcove|^ieB in that vaii track of land 
called bf geograjAf^rs tlic Southern Unknown World ; 
it runs along from eaft to weft^ between the tropic of 
Capricorn, and the antardic circle, taking up the ^hole 
ibuthern temperate zone, or at leaft thp greateft part of 
it. There have been many fabulous relations of that 
éiftant part of the fi^lobe ; fome of the ancients mention* 
. cd it, «sd modern writers have uttered various conjec« 
tares about it ; one vrìù. have it to be the original para- 
dtfe of Adam and Eve ; another fuppofes it to be the 
l^ace whither the ten tribes of Ifrael retired, that were 
carried away captives by SalmanaiTar King of Aflyria ;^ 
which has occafioned fo many difputes and comroverfi^s 
Wtwepi different hiftorians* 

Be h kow it will, the delightful iltuation of that quar* 
ter has given perhaps encouragement for fuch kind of 
thoughts, which I fbould think were alfo invitation fufiB- 
cient to draw thither the arms of fome magnanimous 
prlncCi belides the pure novelty of the defign, and the 
glory of making a defcent and conqueft, where no mor- 
tals of our known world had ever fet foot before. Surely 
tliey are not afraid that it is enchanted ground, or thsd: 
they ihafi encounter an army of devils at their firft land- 
ing ;, that they fliall be trcpamted into hidden ihares of 
magic, or be furpri£ed by Come infernal «nbufh. Wl^at 
£aital timoroufnefs,^ what panic fufpicioli is it, that renders 
potentates of the earth thus inglorioufly prudent, and 
wretchedly cautious, to fpare their men, their (hips and 
a(ioney> when fo noble an undertaking feems to challenge ^ 
thehr eouragei and »waken their ut moil refolation to 
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combat a few difficulties, wbkh being once. Tanquiihed» 
eternal honour and renown follow ? 

Wbat dMcours^emeats^ ktsy and obiibtcles» did not the 
brave Columbus meet wkh^ vfbssi he fought the «iS&aiice 
of feveral princes and Hates to fet him out to iea, that 
he might difcover the then mkìsmoiwn weilcm world ì 
How cekUy- was this projed entertaiDed at Genoa, his 
own jaative coontry» and at laft» after long waiting, ut« 
terly rcje^ed f No better reception found he h the court 
of England» though a nation ckiming the ìltA rank 
among the feafaring pec^k. What fat^ues dtd- he not 
undergo, in tra^liiag ap and d4}wn, by fea and land^ 
fi-om one kingdom and country to another ? ^ktther relU 
ed he till he had -accompliflied his define, and procured 
Teflfels, ine«, and money, from the Hing of Spaiai to 
carry on his entcrprife.. 

Vet he had no other ground to^ bc&ve there was «nj^ 
unknown continent beyond the Atlantic Sea» fave his 
own 'conje^ure, ftarted from the obfervattoas he had made 
on the courfe of the fun, and the ine<|udity of the known 
pan of the earth cowperred with the vaft body of waters 
which mxtSi be (isppofed neceffary to make op an entire 
globe, if ^re were not fome unknown land extant to 
fupply their room, and prevent a vacoum in nature ; for 
he Gonfidered, that though this unequal halaacing <^f die 
globe might pafs mdàer in the fchool of natural philoCb» 
phy, yet it could not anfwer the {tri£i fcrutiny of the ma* 
thcmatics, but tiiÀt theic -imwmc be ^an-^^A 60ttRinii'j^i|c -of 
earth and water to keep this ball £a&. in its vortex, and 
regular in its circulation ; fo that this great man built aH 
his well-fntohed and ha^py delign upon a bave geometii- 
cal fpeculation, whereas there is evident matter of.fii^ 
the teftimony of many authentic eye^wicnefiès to prow 
that there is fuch a land aswhstl have been fpedsdg 
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of; a^d all that ever pafs the Magellanic Straits m«ft 
have feen it if they were not blind. . 
- I counfcl thee, therefore, naighty bafia^ to rcprcfent 
thefe things e£^e^ually to the Grand Sigxiior ; it will be 
no difgrace if he hearken not to thy propofals j fhow him 
the cafinefs of the undertaking, l£ a fmall fleet be fitted 
»p, iand ient by way of the Red Sea, to make difcove- 
Ties toward the fouth ; let them be well maaned and vic- 
tualled, provided alfo with all forts of arms and am mum'- 
lion, ki order to a defcent, with materials and inftruments 
to raife a foctrefs, if «there be occasion. It is a thoufaod 
$a one if the inhabitants of thofe unknown regions have 
ever found out the ufe of guns, which will be a prodigi- 
ous advantage on our fide ; the very thunder of the 
muiSTulmkn artillery will terrify them into obedience ; they 
will either furrender as to gods, or ùyW& from devils, 
leaving ^ the maritime coaiis to the invaders poffeffion, 
where colonics of true believers may be foon pknted and 
eftablifiied, to the glory of Oodand his prophet, and the 
etenial exaltation of the Ottoman empire. 

Gpceat commander of the marine, I defire thee to par- 
don the libjcrty I take in this difcourfe, and to efteem what 
I have faid only as the humble fuggeilions of an .honefl: 
flave, who is ze^oua for his mailer'^ honour, the glory 
of the Ottoman houfe, and the general good of mankind. 

Paris, I4tli of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1677. 



XIII.— To Dgnet Oglou.. 

"X AM convinced by long and mMufold experience» that 
6od and the world, and every thing, appear to man in 
what figure he pleafes i we may make our own optics, 
though the generality of «m«i ' take up with thofc which 
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ate prq>ared for them by thth fatfaerd and tutors ; we 
ufe the prejudices and prepoifeffions of education^ as the 
Spaoianls wear their fpeélactes even at dinner4:tme for 
fafiiion fake, young and old, that they may appear grave 
and regular ; we adhere to the opmions we received in 
x>ar in^ncy» witii a partial itiffisefs and pride, that we 
may not feem to call in queflion the wifdom of oor an- 
c^ftorsy or appear wavering or inconftant ourfclvcs. So 
the Chriilian gallants fwallow down whole dozens of ve- 
taomoua oyfters without faying grace, only becaufe it is 
the mode, though they will not venture on a cruft of 
wholefome bread without conjuring a bleifing on it, by 
making the fign of the crofs^ and fquinting two or three 
magical glances at heaven, feconded by hocus pocos wbif- 
pers to complete the charm. 

But let tkou and I be more rational in our principles 
and practice. There i» no God that will be bantered with 
vain mummery, or^ by mufic, be melodioufly wheedled out 
of his eternal reafon ; no inceafe can be of proof to nofe 
the fenfe of the Omnifcient, nor the mod: elegant words 
delude htm, who is perfeék in knowledge ; he takes no 
delight ià the pompous addreffiss of the great, nor is he 
to be moved by the multitude of folemn ceremonies ; all 
that he requires of man is a heart conform to the divioe 
will, and aélions void of offence. 

But the lawgivers and governors of nations obferving 
that there was a certain religious fear and reverence of 
fome divine power as it were planted in the natures of all 
men, and coniidering It hat this might be improved, with 
good management, to the advantage and interefl of the 
commonwealth, they invented fet forms of difcipline, and 
exterior offices of worfhip, which they termed holy rites 
and myftcries ; thefe they fortified with fevere laws and 
fao^ions, infliding grievous penalties on the con1;em^e]f8 
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of the pviblic feftice performed to the gods ; fo Hermes 
Trifmegiilus firfl taught the 'Egyptians ; Meiiflas, tlic 
fofter-father of Jupiter^ irtftru^ed the inhabitant* of Crete; 
Faunas and Jaans the Latins; Nuxna Pompiyus the Ro*. 
mans; Ofphcué the Grecians v or, as fome fay, Oadmtu 
the fon of Agenor, firft inttru<Sied that nation ta the £»- 
Icmnitiefe which were counted divine, and which he hzai- 
fclf learned in Phc&nicia ; he infUtuted the confiecniticm 
of images and ilatlies, the burning of incenfc, the hav- 
ing of temples and akars, with the hymns, facrifioes» and 
other magnificent rites by which they honoured tiic pow- 
ers aboTe. 

Now that all this religious pageantry was eftaèi^faed 
only for the ends of poh'cy and ftattj, is e^deat from 
hence, that the chief magiftrates took the liberty of mak- 
ing what gods they pleafed, and of inoreafing or dimcniih- 
ing their number at difcretion ; fo that in prooefe oi tkac 
there wffre reckoned no lefs than thirty thou£iUUÌ gods 
In the koman catalogue, though at firft their kaleader 
could ftiowbitt five-and-twenty diviniti^ ; butwbea ontìe 
they had found out a way t^ diàingoiih thefe diipfiaties into 
feveral claffes òr ranks, termiiig fomc gods of tiic greater 
nations, others of the leffer, having alfo their tutelar ge- 
nii, their demi-gods, their rural and houfehold gods, 8cc^ 
there was no limiting the crafty dev^es of the priefts and 
rulers in impoflng, or the fupcrftition of the credulous 
people in beKeving and adcmng an infitiite rabUe of new^ 
young, and unheard-of divinities. 

They took alfo the feme freedom to change vtid alter 
the eftabliflied rites and ceremonies, fen^etimes abolifldng^ 
the xAd and pritnitive infiittitioi^, and fupennducing tietir 
ones in their ^ead, or at leaft ^LÒ^n^ to the heap df in- 
fignificant ceremonies in every age fome myft^ous «^ 
vcky which might pleafe the peopìle, and fatten them in 
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a devouter obedteace and veneration q£ their pious guides» 
and leaders. 

Hence fprung the dedication of temples, fanes, cha- 
pels, oratories, and certain days in the year, to the fer- 
▼ice of paxticnbr gqds ; hence wroh the invendon and 
ufe of fo many forts of veflels of filver and gold, and o- 
ther materials in their facrifices ; of L'ghts, lowers, and 
perfumes ; of mufic, pidures, and other decorations; be^ 
ildes the rich and majeftic veftments of the pn'eils, their 
grave and compofed carriage, looks, and geftures ; all 
dcfigned purely to catdi the rude and unpoliihcd multi- 
tude in the fnares of prleftcraft, to ftrike their unwary 
minds with an awe and profound attach for reh'gion, that 
fo being once made thus flexible, they might warp, them 
to what bent they pleafed, and for ever lead them in a 
bHod implicit admiration o£ they know not Wiat. 

It is certain that religion has this cSe€t on the vulgar, 
to make them more obedient to their governors, jad to 
one another, and zealous for the public welfare ; 1 mean 
the religion allowed by the ftate ; for where the fubjedis 
dare to make innovations and fchilms, to fet up new ^éls 
and parties, the greater zeal each fo^'pn has for their 
own way of worfiiip, the more cruel and tragical difor« 
ders are generally committed ; Ìo fatal a thing it is to. be 
opinionative iti religion, to invade the pricft^s prerogs^- 
tive, and to didurb the quiet flream of traditions run- 
ning in the ehannel of public faitli from one generation 
to andther. 

* My dear Dgnet, let thou and I fhun the devout fuper- 
ftkion of bigotc, and the wanton profancnefs of liber- 
tines and athieils, adoring one God with fincere faith, 
and a reafon void of error ; let us alfo keep our lives free 
from all injufticc and vice, Avliich will be of more com- 
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fort to us than if we had facrlficed eyery day a thouran4 

bulls. 

Pari?, ajth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1677. 



XIV. — To Kerker Hassan, Bafa, 

1 HE fubjedl of moft men's difcoiirfe at prefent in this 
city is the taking of Fribourg by the French : This is a 
city of Germany, whereof I made frequent mention in 
my letters when I firll came to Paris ; it is fituated on a 
certain height near a fmall river, and is encompafled with 
two walls, llrengthened alfo by a citadel, four baflions, 
and other fortifications 5 the emperor has likewife a ftrong 
garrifon in it, "* 

On the loth of this moon, the Marefchal de Crequi 
bcficged it, and preflcd it with fuch vigorous affaults and 
continual batteries, that the governor found himfclf o- 
bhged to furrender it on the 17th, when the marefchal 
took poffeffion of it in the name of ^he French king. 

The imperialifts cannot boaft of equal fuccefs when 
they befiege towns or fortreffes in the hands of the 
French ; for not long before* this the Prince of Of ange, 
general of the confederate armies, in Flanders, undertook 
the fiege of Charleroy, a place of ftrength in thofe parts; , 
but the want of ptovifions, together with the ftout re- 
iiilance of the inhabitants, and the Duke of Luxem- 
burgh's approach with the French army, forced him to 
decamp and retire. 

The Duke of Luxemburgh is a valiant and fage gene- 
ral, in high eftcem with the French 5 but his enemies fay 
he is a magician, and deals with the devil, becaufe of the 
good fuccefs which generally crowns his enterprifes ; to 
impo0ible it is for a man of extraordinary virtues and he- 
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Pole endo\^ments to cfcape without envy and fcandalous 
afperiioDs. It is as natural for the vulgar to inveigh a- 
gainft generous fouls, a^ it is for dogs to bark at the 
moon ; yet that planet appears impaffable, and not being 
moved at the fnarls of Invidious animals, keeps on her 
heavenly courfe in majcfty and filencc : So do fouls, that 
are truly noble, contemn the cenfures of the inferior pwt 
of men, and never ftop till they arrive at the meridian and 
zenith of perfeftion. 

Mod ferene'and illuftrious Arab, thou art à lively ex- 
ample of this, and I dare fay no more left I oiFend thy 
modefty. May perpetual benedi<Elion and glory crowli 
thy years that are yet to come. 

Paris, a9th of the xith Moon, of the Year 1677. 



BOOK III. 

LETTER I.— To the Wifefi of the Wife, the MoJ Ve- 
nerable Mufti. 

I OBEY thy confmiands without the leaft demur; and 
now proceed to write of the Macedonian empire. ' I re- 
member a difpatch of mine to thy venerable predcceflbr, 
of facred memory, wherein I touched upon fome paffagcs 
of the life of that heroic and magnanimous prophet A- 
Icxander the Great ; but now I will inform thee more art 
large concerning his birth, education, and renowned per- 
formances. 

Alexander, as the Greeks and Latins call him, with 
all the nations of the Well, or Scander, Afcander, and 
Zulkarneck, according to the ftyle of the Arabians, Per- 
fians, Indians, T^^rtars, and other people of the Eaft,^was 
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hofa IB the t66tk ol)fvipiad^ 398 yeard after the hfi^ìiìg 
of Rome> and in the year of the world ^628 j on the 6th 
ixf of the iBoon Loo» or Hecatombaeon, according té 
4ke ftile «f the Gfeekne ; the fame ntght was the temple 
^ Diana ^ Ephefiw fct on firt ; and on the fame day 
two eagles cam^ and perched on the tdp of his fether*i 
heiife, where they fat aH the day, ^rhieh was taken as an 
%inen of the double empire he was to have orer Etirope 
and Ada. 

Philip Khig of Mxcedon^ and hufhand to 01ym|yia8y 
WAS the reputed father c»f Alexaftéer, tts (he was his knovm 
mother ; hot fome hiftorians fay that a certain magician 
called Neélanebu8> by his «ochanHmeKts, di%uifing bim* 
fclf in the form of Jupiter Ammon> lay with Olympias» 
and begot Alexander ; others affirm that Olympias her- 
felf confcifcd to Philip that Alexander was not his fon, 
but that (he had conceived him of a prodigious great fer- 
pcnt ; whence it came to pafs that Philip bimfelf, a little 
before his death, openly 3cclared that Alexander was not 
his fon ; and for the (kme reafon he divorced Olympias 
as an adultefefs by her own confeffion. 

Thefe reports were fo common at that time, that Alex- 
•nd€r afterwards hearing the ftory of his fuppofed ferpeft- 
-tine genealogy, and that other of Ne^ancbus in the tfiaf* 
qoerade of a god, when he marched through Egypt took 
«dvantage of the latter to impofe upon the credulity and . 
lupetftition of his foldiers 5 for being to pafs by the tem- 
ple of Jnpiter Ammon, he made a halt to vifit the ora- 
cle ; but he ' had privately fcnt before feme of hw trufty 
friends to acquaint the priefts with his defign, and to tell 
them what manner of words and addrefs they fhould ufc 
to him as he entered the temple, in the hearing of his fol- 
kFwers. 

Having thus prepared thofe holy cheató, he with muck 
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ceremony and feemiag devetieo made his flpfUMfthoe to 
the temple : As foon as be fet lu8 foot withia the pOrr 
tic^ ibe femors of the prieAs met him in their poBtifictf 
fobes» with cenfer» in their handty ood thus fahited hu% 
" AUhaE^ ion of Jupiter Ammo»/' Alexander being 
pkafed at this» aiSced them ftother» ^ If all hia fatber'-s 
murdoren were punished» ^ tf any yet &ri4v<d ?" T^ 
v^iAx ft was anfwered, <* O foa of the immianal gods I 
Ihy fiither camiOt be murdered, or die ; as for Kkiff 
Philip, his blood k fally reveqged on them thtX had a 
band in heààing it." Then be oddtd smother ^pleftiali 
coticeimiiig his future faccefs ; to which the erack ae^ 
^UkA, «VTheviaory &allbe thine in^||^tks.^ tb^H 
(fa^t become lord of all the Sail." TiS^fte mondi ali- 
4b gare m charge to the tttinue of Akxander, " That 
Ibcf fiiould adore him not as a king» but as a god." Rt- 
%urning from thence» be built Alexandria» «alHog H after 
Im oif n name^ r . 

I have not obferved a énc method in relating this &oTf 
So feon» vfhJAii 1 was but leprefenting the new4)OPii hero 
in bis cpadk ; but I did k to convince thee» that the vi^ 
Jiou» opinions concerning Alexander's father are not the 
Adione of wanton writers, but fuch as employed the cane 
ttad diligence of Alexander bimfelf to improve them t^ 
hk own intereft and his mother's honour ; «for it was aor 
«ounted a gloriotts thing to be impregnate by a god. 

To return therefore to the iiifant prophet, he gr<ew 
iqpace» ^and difcovered early figns of a prodigious wit and 
courage ; at the age of fifteen years, he was committed 
to the care and tutelage of, Ariftotle, under whom h^ 
ftudied the fciences five years ; and then his father Philip 
being murdeired» he fucceeded in the throne. The faii:<j 
year alfo» Darius Codomannus obtained the empire of 
Perfia ; againft whom Alexander, with the common -ooa- 
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fent of almoft all Greece, prepared to go with a well dijp- 
ciplined army, tlrat he might carry on the war which his 
father had begun ; only the Lacedemenians, Thebana, 
and Atheniaofl thwarted his defign, being corrupted by 
Demoftheoes the orator, who for that purpofe had re- 
ceived Yaft fums of gold from Darius ; but Alexander 
focn reduced thefe fadlious ilates and kingdoms to their 
duty, utterly dcftroying the city oì Thebes, with the 
(laughter of 90,000 of the citizens, befìdes 30,000 cap- 
tives. This was executed on the 15 th of the moon Boe- 
dromion, in the 2d year of the 11 ith olympiad ; he oa« 
ly fpared the hoii: of Philip his father, wlien he was left 
as a pledge in that city, whofe houTe was left untouched^ 
as alfo that of Pindar's poilerity. 

From thence paifing the Hellefpont, he marched into 
Afia, in the year of the world 3650, and in the third 
year of his reign. He had in his army 30,000 foot and 
4500 horfe. As foon as he fet foot on the ground of 
Afia, he made the royal corban and vows for viéiory ; 
then he darted a javelin into the earth, in token of de- 
fiance ; after which, when he came to Troy, he perform- 
cd certain holy rites and myfterics at the tombs" of dc- 
fufi6k heroes, wlio fell in the Trojan war. When theiie 
ceremonies were accomplished, he marched direé^ly againft 
the Perfians, who were in number 600^00 fighting mea*. 
I will not tire thee with all the particularities that hap- 
pened in their march ; fufhce it to fay, that Alexander 
with his handful of Macedonians, after many viébories 
obtained of the Perfians, at length quite routed the army 
of Darius, and took poffeifion of that once formidable 
empire. 

But there are fome remarkable paffageà in this expe- 
dition which deferve to be remembered 5 as his wonder- 
ful continence and hunianity toward the mother, wife. 
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and danghter of Darius, whom he entertained in hit camp 
after they feU into hia hands, rather as. the kindred of- 
fame beloved friend» than of a profeffed enemy. The 
ftory alfo of his looiing the Qordian knot is not unwor* 
thy thy knowledge. 

It feems in former times one G<»diu8, as he ploughed 
the fields, was furrounded with a flight of birds of all 
kinds. Being troubled at this, he left his work and 
hafted to the next city, there to inquire of the augurs 
what the meaning of this (hould be : As he entered the 
gate of the city, he met a virgin of incomparable beauty, 
of whom he aiked, ** Where he might find the mod ikiU 
fui fage, with whom he might confult about a matter of 
fome importance?'* Then he tpld the inqiiifitive damfel 
what had happened to him in the field ; as foon as (he 
heard this, being well verfed in thefe myfterious and pro- 
phetic fclences, (he told him, <* That he ihould bé mkte 
a king ;" and to confirm him in the belief, of ^^hat (he 
faid, (he promifed to become his wife, that fo (he might 
be partner of his future happinefs. In a word, they were 
n^arried, and foon after there arofe a ftrife among the 
Phrygians, which was like to prove of dangerous coH" 
fequcnce ; therefore the people confulted the oraelc, 
** What was to be done in this cafe, to prevent the pub* 
lie defolation ?" It was anfwered, " That the only re- 
medy for tkefe difcords was' to choofe them 9, king." 
And when they afked, « What pcrfon they ihduld choofe 
to this dignity V It was anfwered again, [* That they 
fhotdd ele£k that man for their king, whom they firft met 
with a waggon,, as they went thence to the temple of 
Jupiter." Gordius proved the man, and they obeyed 
- the oracle, faluting him as tkeir fovereign. Gordius, as 
a memorial of this event, fet op his wain in the ten»ple 
of Jupiter, confecrating it to the royal majefty. 
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After hifl^ h« fon Midas reigned, who fiHed Phrygia 
Vlfth religious obfarvatkms ; whence arofe ^e eomnvoi* 
orede, '* That whofoevcr (hould loofe the knot of th« 
thongs in the waggon of GorcKus, fhould obtain the em- 
pire of all Afia.** 

Alexander hearing this, and being fpurred on by am- 
bition, befieges Gordia, and having taken the city, makes 
hafte to the temple of Jupiter, where he underftood the 
waggon was laid up ; as foon as he iaw it, he tried to 
find out the ends of the thongs, that fo he might loofe 
the knot ; ^ut perceiving, that it was impoffible to come 
at them without ufing violence, he interpreted the oracle 
in the fenfe of a foldier, and cut the uttermoft foldings 
of the knot with his fword ; upon which all the ends of 
the thongs appeared, and fo he eafily performed the fetal 
tafk. 

Yet this heroic prophet, as he had great rirtnes, fo 
had he no lefs vices ; he was very cruel to his neareft re- 
lations and friends> killing Càranus, his brother by a 
ftcp mother, Clytus, his old dear friend, Parmenio, Phi- 
lotas, Amyntas, Attalus, Eurylochus^, Pau&nias, and 
many other Macedonian princes, forae of which were of 
his -own blood; add to this, his barbarous ufage of Ca- 
lifthene^ the philofopher, who was brought up with him 
under Arift^>tle. This poor unfertunate man, refufing to 
ilatfeer the king's prtée In calling him- a god, fb cKfgiifted 
Alexander, that feigning hhnfelf very angry, he charged 
htm- vnth being- acceffary- to the plot* and coslpiraciet- 
that' were formed agaiiift- him ; then he caufed all hn 
limbs la be mangled and choppe<^. after a» iohumaB ht- 
Qàopf ; he commanded alfe his ears, nofoi and lips- to be 
eut off» which not only gave the poor wretch infinite toN 
mett, but alfo rendered b^ a meft- deformed and mifer« 
able fpeébde to osiers ; and» «o. complete his ttttngCf 
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hti cfttt&d hkn in tkia doleful plight i» \» Aut up in » 
Qige witk a dog» aad fa to be csurrkd about to the teiror 
of others. 

Then Lyfimachus, one of AIexander'8 generals^ and a . 
difciple of Califtheuesy taking pitj oji fo great a (age» 
who fuffered aU this barbaiou; ufage» not for any real 
cdme that he had committed^ but only for ufing that 
freedoia in hia words and a^ons which becomes a phih>* 
fopher» gave him poifon, to nd him at o«ce of fo many^ 
horrid calamities. . 

But Alexander took this fo Keinoufly, that he com- 
manded LyEmacbus to be thrown to a very fierce lion ; 
as ibòn as the furious beaft faw him» he roared and paw* 
ed ^ ground §ov joy, and ran upon him with an impc* 
tttous force; but Lyfimachus not lofing his courage» 
wrapped his hand in his mantle, and thruft it down the 
Ikin's throat» where laying fafi hold of his tongue» he 
pulled^t out by the roots» aad kft the lion for dead. 

When this was told the kmg» be» admiring the iavin- 
cible virtue of the man, not only forgave him this .of- 
fence» but had him in higher efteem all his h'fe after- 
wards» 

We mttft not omit that memorable a6:ion of Alexan* 
der» when ftomaching the Surrender of Sidon to his vic- 
torious arms, in that it was delivered up by the people 
agaiaft the wil of Strato their king» the conqueror pro- 
nouncing Strato unworthy ef the crown» bid Hepheftion ' 
l^ace him on the throne whom the Stdtntians ihould ap- 
prove as Strato*s fucccfibr. Hepheftion» wilh'ng to pre- 
fer to that dignity a noble young Sidonian» mdio was his 
favourite» offered hkii the crowtr; but the- generous youth 
refufed tht honour»- afieging ^at it was againfl the bws 
of his covrtftry for vtìf man to reign who was not of the 
royd blood. Hepheftion admiring the greatneis of his 
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bììif Ssidf ** Gad iacrcale your virtues and graces, il* 
loftrious friend, who art the firll that ever undeHliood 
how much n^ore magnanimous it is to defpife than to ac- 
cept a crown. Be ft therefore in your power to beftow 
the kiagdom on any man of the royal blood whom you 
thixkk fit fosr fo great a chaise.'* Then ^he pitched upon 
(me Abdolonymusy a poor gardener in the , fuburbs of 
^idon, who was of the race of the Sidoman kings, but 
through extremt poverty was grown obfcure, and forced 
to take up that employment to get his bread. Hcphe- 
ftioQ. approved the choice ; and this noble youth, with 
fome of his friends, immediately went with the royal 
ipbes and eofigns of ms^fty to lopk out Abdolonymus, 
whom tliey found weeding his garden iri a very dirty fqua- 
lid condition. Saluting him therefore king, in the name 
of Alexander the Great, they washed and anointed him 
with precious oils of the Eaft, and having put on the 
robes of fovereign aaajefty, they conduced him tp the 
conqueror, who, among other difcouifes, afked him, 
** How he was able fo patiently to endure that extreme 
poverty which had hitherto been his lot V* To which he' 
replied, *' I wKh I may endure the burden of a crown. 
witjb the fameeafe. Thefe hands ferVcd the neceflitres 
of life, and my wants were anfwerable' to my polTeffions, . 
even none at all." Alexander perca ving by this anfwer* 
the grta^nefs of his fpirit, gave him all the rpysà furni- 
ture of Strato,- i«fith much of the Perfian booty, and* 
added all the countries round about Sidon to his govern- 
ment. 

. Much aliout the fame time, Alexander goiftg tojeru^ : 
f^cm, was met by Jaddus the high pricfi in his pontifiod' 
habit, who falling at the conqueror^s feet, to implore : 
fayqur and .mercy for his city and people, Alexa^odkr raided . 
him up, and cmbraciing hin^ in his ar^zn, bid him *^ fear . 
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Rotfaiagy for that God had appeared to him in Macedo- 
nia, in the fame figure and form aa the high pridk made, 
)nchorting him to carry on the Perfian war, «ad piomifing 
him certain vidory/' After this, ^e high prieft cofi'* 
dudked him into the city and temple, where Ik faorificed 
and made corban $ he alfo gave the Jews m^y aiB|^ 
pnvikgcs. 

There ia.one thing more in the life of Alexander, 
which, becauie it has f<»nething very fingokr in it, I wffl 
infert in this difpatch. 

After the conqueft pf Ferfia, as Alexander was march* 
iag forward, that he might ^tend hia empire through 
all the £aft, Thalaftris, Queen of the Amazons, hearing 
of his fame, took a journey of five-aad-twenty days^ 
through many populous nations, attended on)y by three 
hundred women, and came to his camp, courting the ho* 
Bour oi his bed 4 for ih^ had c^ceived an infi^iable de- 
fire of having a child by him, whom all the £aft pro. 
claimed the greateit hero in the world. Alexander grant- 
ed her ref ueft ; and when ihe had enjoyed his company 
^rteen days, (he departed well fatiséed to her own coun* 
try, promifing, that U fhe brought forth a male, (he 
would fond him to his father, according to the manner 
of the AraAzoBS, but if a female, ihe would keep it her* 
felf. - 

From hence Alexander marched againft Beflus, who 
had mufdered Darius, and caufed himfelf to be proclaim- 
ed King of Perfia by the name of Artaxerxes ; having 
overcome him and punifhed his treafons, he proceeded 
and fubdued idl the regions running along the foot of 
Mount Cauoaftts ; in fine, he extended his conquefts to 
the utmo& borders of India, even to ^e Oriental Sea, 
where he took Ihipping, and returned to Babyh^, partly 
by foa, and pat^ by land. An aftrologer of gre«t it 
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putation met him by the way, and difluaded him by all 
the arguments he could ufe from entering the city, affiir- 
ing him that place would be fatal to his perfgn ; but 
though Alexander made fome demur at firH, and fcemed 
to credit the words of the fage, yet beiqg overruled by 
the counfel of Anaxarchua the philofpphci:, he entered 
Babylon, where he died, fome fay of poifon, others af- 
firtn that he furfelted himfelf with too much wine. This 
was in the thirty-third year of his life, and the twelfth 
of his reign. 

There was a deep and njelancholy filence throughout 
Babylon, when once it was known that the conquercH: 
of tlie world was dead ; every one was poffeffed with 
various thoughts and cares, according to their diflFercijt 
adlions and interefts ; the Macedonians inwardly rejoiced, 
as if they were now rid of fome great and formidable 
enemy, curfing his feverity and reftlefs temper, which 
had expofedL,them to fo many toils and perils of war ; 
befides, thie princes flattered themfelves with a profped 
of enjoying every one his fhare in fo vai}; an empire ; and 
.the private foldiers had their eyes intently fixed, on tl^ 
imnaei^fe treafures of gold which Alexander, left behind 
him, and which they hoped to (hare among them ; for 
there, were at that time fifty thoufand talents (n bank, 
and three hundred thoufand coming in yearly by vvay df 
' tribute and cuftom. 

On the other fide, the conqtiered nations would not at 
fir ft give credit to the report of thofe whp carried the 
news of Alexander's f;|te ; for they thought he muft 
^eedsjbe immortal, whom they had always foupd^invin^ 
ciblc ; but when couriers upon couriers had -removed their 
. incredvUty,. bringing frefh expreffes from Babylon, they 
znourned for him^ not with bare outward ceremonies, as 
for an.eijcoiy t]^at had fiibdued thefl[i, but with real, for- 
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TOW, as for a father that had prote6lecl and chcrifhed 
them. 

More cfpecially the grief of Darius's mother was re- 
markable, who, though fhe had loft eighty of her bre- 
thren, with their father, all cruelly murdered by Gchus ; 
though fhe had loft Darius, the only furviving of feven 
fons, and was herfelf caft down from the hcfght of ma» 
jefty to the abjed ftate of a captive, yet fhe bore all with 
an even mind, till Alexander's death, whofe indulgence 
alone, whilft living, had fupported her under fo many 
grievous calamities ; but as foon as he had forfaken the 
earth, fhe grew weary of tarrying any longer on it too ; 
not that fhe efteemed an enemy above her father, bre* 
thren, and her fon, but becaufe fhe had experienced in 
him, whom fhe dreaded as an enemy, the goodnefs aad 
piety, the modefty and regard of all thefc relations. 

This" great monarch being dead, and not having ap* 
pointed a fuccefTor, there arofe almoft as many kings as 
there were governors of* provinces, and leaders in the 
army ; hence fprung innumerable confufions, wars, and 
diforders, in the empire ; there were tumults and infur* 
regions in Greece, efpecially at Athens, where the' ci- 
tizensy uoder the condu6t of Lcofthenes their captain, in- 
. vitcd the reft of the Grecians to affert their liberty by 
taking arms ; nor were there lefs ftirs in Afia and Egypt j 
every where men's minds were unfettled, and defirous of 
novelty. Ptolemy had Egypt for his fhare of the can* 
tonifed empire 5 there he eftablifhed himfelf and his po- 
ftcrity by the name of kings ; Seleucus took pofTeflion 
of Babylon and Syria, with the fame title; Caffandef 
reigned over Macedon and Greece ; AntigoTius governed 
Afia, and Lyiimachus Thrace ; but Antigonus foon loft 
his empire, being overcome and killed In a battle by Pto- 
bmy and his ci»ifedetiates ; fo did the reft either ia their 
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own perfonSy or in their poftcrlty, yield to the prevailing 
fortune of their enemies, till at length all thefc (haltered 
remains of the Macedonian empire became provinces of 
the Roman ; of which I will fay fomethiag in ovy iiexU 
In the mean while, I triumph to think that the Otto- 
man empire i$ now become more formidable, large, aod 
vié^orious, than all that went before it. May God in- 
creafe the felicities and honours of trae believers, till the 
day of the final metamorpho&. 

Paris, 12th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1678. 



II. — To Musu Abu'l, Yahyah, Prtfhffor of Pixh/ophy 
at Fe%. 

I RECEIVED thy venerable difpatch with great fetiafacr 
tion, and am glad to find thou art fo far from being tired 
with what I have already faid coDcerning Conftantioopfe» 
that thou challengeil me with a promife I formerly made 
riiee, of giving thee a farther account of what I have 
obfcrved there mofl remarkable. 

In defcribing this imperial city« I have imitated the 
painters, who, when they would draw a beauty «t^ the 
life, do not go arithmetically to work, or ohferve vmf 
order in their rough draughts ; but following the con* 
dud: of a wild and ftrong fancy, they dafii their pencil 
here and there, as that volatile faculty infpires them, re* 
garding only the fymmctry of the pidure, without pre- 
ferring one part to another, or being curious in delineat* 
Hig every little Angularity : So I, in poartraying this 
queen of cities, this fuperlaitive beauty of the whok 
earth, draw my ilrokes at random, not defigning to pre* 
fent thee v(4th an anatòmy-lcSure over h«t, or 10 unveil 
a& htr interior feci^ets» but only to give tbee « trvifiait 
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▼iew of tfaofe parts which appear moft eminent» and at*- 
tra^ ^e eyes of all travellers ; and this I do not perform 
all at once, (tt were too great a talk) bttteren like them^ 
by fits and ftaxts, as I find my opportaaities* 

I have hitherto prefenCed thee with a proved of very 
ttmgn^cent and curioud objedst as temples, mofquesj a« 
quedu^Si cblumnsy obtlifks, bazaif»» &c. ; now prepare 
thine eyea for an entertainment of another nature x I will 
(how thee things» though perhaps not fo illuftnous to 
outward appearance» or ftnitting with royal grandeur» 
yet ft^ciently great and fplendid» to perpetuate the me> 
ttiory of the founders, and to cohVey thdr-feme to til 
generations $ things alfo of puUié ufe and ferviiie» de* 
figna of charityi policy» atid generons wifdom, underÀ 
tiJdngs of a noble and heroic charaAer^ aa thou wilt pef* 
eeivc by the folfaiwiog account. 

No travdier *cnn funrcy the ftrects of ConftantinopI^ 
«id not httve hi» eyea arrefted here and there by «oft ca« 
pacfbus and mmple cararanferas» where all diftrefled foreign* 
«rs, and'fttch as are deftitute of a more conTenient lodg« 
ing» may in any of thefe find a fhdter and fanéiuary from 
the injuries of open air» from night robbers» and other 
inconveniencies ; thefe caravaniems are in number three 
hundred and three» built at the expences of Ottoman 
princes and bafiks. 

There are alfo in this city ninety hofpitals» where the 
^oor are nouriihed, and the fick attended with extraordi- 
nary piety and care. "- 

Befides all thefe, there arc five colleges where the 
fciences are publicly profeffed and taught, and where a 
certain number of young men are educated and main- 
tained at the Grand Signior's coft, being conflant ftipen» 
diaries to the fuhan. There are many fuch cplleges fcat- 
tered op and down Caramania» Natòlia, and throughout 

. K3 



lOa LETT«KS WRITTEN BY VoL VIII: 

GreecQ, and tfa« Lcffcr Afia ;.fo that the number of ftu- 
dents, in thefe countnesy is computed to be above niee 
thoufandy not reckoning thofe in Arabia, Syria, and E- 
gypt, where flourifh innumerable feminaries o^ divine and 
human wifdopu 

But to return to Conftantinoplej the next thing wprtby 
of obfervatjon is the ferayan, or houfe of equipages, 
where aie made all forts of trappiiig9 for horfes, efpecial- 
ly faddes of immense coft, and admirable workmanfhip ; 
this place is alfo environed with high walls,, and ihut in 
with ilrong gates; there, cannot be a more agreeable 
fight to fuch as take pleafure in hor£es and riding, than 
to fee four thoufai^d men here daily at work in their 
(hops,, each itriviag to excel the reft in the cunofity of 
his artifice : You ihall fee one bufy in fpangling a fiidr 
die with great oriental pearls, and unions intermixed, for 
fome Arabian horfe, belonging perhaps to the yifier 
Asem s another fitting a curb, or bit of the pureft gold 
to a bridle of moft precious Ruffiani leather ; fome 9^ 
florn their trappings with choice Phrygian work, others 
with diamonds, rubies, and the mod collly jewels of the 
Eaft ; in a word, there is fo illuftrious a variety of thefe 
accoutrements, that the eye is adonifhed at the figbt of 
them, and I have heard many travellers acknowledge, 
that the like is n©t to be feen in any city of the world 
befide ConAantinople. I know not what may be in your 
cities of Morocco and Fez, in regard the Moors are 
great cavaliers. 

There are, moreover, two other palaces in the eity, 
encompaffed with peculiar walls j in thefe the janizaries 
are pofted, who arc t4ie Guards du Corps to the Grand 
Signior ; they are under the ^ command of dccurions 
without whofe leave no janizary dare fet a foot gut of the 
palace. 
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Next ÌÈ the arCsnal of the cky, built on the fea- fhorc, 
contaming* an hundred and eighty archce, under which 
arc very elegant porticos or piazza» where people walk- ; 
there are above foity thoikfand men daily at work in this 
arfenal, and eighty great galleys lie there always ia-rea- 
dihe^ for any fudden expedition. 

Befides, there is another in the fuburbs, wherein there 
always lie an hundred and fifty great gaUeons on the 
ftocksy and fixty fitted up with all uec^rie« cotiftaittly 
lie in the water. 

The granaries, or ftore-houfe^ for com, prafent them- 
felves next ; they are built in a comer of the city toward 
Pera, where the wall» are far- ftronger than in any other 
pert^ and the gates are ei iron. Here is always laid up 
as tmtneufe quantity lif .wheat and bariey, as aUb of other 
grain, as if it were to ferve for many years, yet it is 
changed for new com every three years ; they fa]K, that 
ia the ntgja of Amurat III., there, was an incvcdible 
abundance of ofillet found there» whofe virtue, was mueh: 
admired, ia t^tit had biif there eighty years fotmd, and 
fifee fix>m any corruption. . 

I have. purpofdy omitted to fpeak of the two roydl. 
feraglioe» fince .the leail of them will require a large kt« 
ter by itfdtf* to be defcribed exaélly^ only this I wiU. 
fay. in fliort, ihat the leaft is a. French league in cSrouit, 
or three Italian nfiles,. and the biggeft» wherein the 
Grand Sigm'or dwells,, is a league and two-third^. or £ve 
Italian miles ; the former is called £(chy Saray, or the . 
old palacey the latter is named Bryuch iSaray, or the 
great feraglio.. If thou defircft a farther and more par* 
ticular defcfiption of thefe royal courts, I will fend it 
thee in future difpatchcs, for it will be too large for 
oiie. 

In the me.^ time I maillot forget the mofquc of , 

il 4 
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Jttb, wlicre^our Sultan* rccciVc the Iword when they firft 
come to the crown ; this is a bailding of great antiquity, 
fcated in the farthcft angle of the city near the haven ; 
over agàinft it are the fultan's ftables, having very fair 
gardens adjoined to them ; not for from thence is the 
Toj)ana, or gun-yard, where there lies a vaft number of, 
brafs pieces of ordnance without carriages, of which Tome 
are tursed dtfi^aiy againft the haven. 

As yott pafs from this place, it is impoffiblc to avoid 
the fight of a piHar, which fhoots up from the top of a 
rock, at fomè diftance from the city ; this column is all 
of white marble, and was created by Cn. Pompey, as a 
monument of his viAory over Mithiidates, King of Pon- 
tus ; on this fide of the city there is nothing hardly to 
be feen for eight m3é» together, but hoiifcs built for 
pieafure-and delight, with mod beautiful groves and 
gardens. 

Over againft the city ftands Pera, an arm of the fea 
coming between them; this fuburb or borough is in- 
habked dilefly by Grecians and Wcftcrn Franks. 

Round about this fuburb are many pretty country 
hbufes, farms, and granges, moft ddicioufly feated in the 
midA of high tufts of trees, with green fields, and cry- 
flal ftreams adjoining to them, where the ambafia^Ors 
of 6»eign prince» make their abode fometimes. 
• 1 will not carry thee frcun hence to 'Scutari, though a 
great and ftately village, within the liberty alfo of the 
imperial city ; I will not detain thee with the fingulan- 
ties of the Thracian jCheffonefus, or drill thee along to 
Calipc^is, though this were the firft town in £ur(^ 
which Amurat took in the year 1363 ; my defign is al- 
together at Conftantlnople ; therefore, having furvcycd 
Pera, which is alfo called Galata, let us crofs the water» 
ahd return again to the mother city, that w/ may know 
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what maaner of govcnuncnt tkcrc is in it, and how the 
laws are executed. 

The chief magiftrate is called Scambol Cadifi, or judge 
of Con fiant inopie ; before him are pleaded all caufes both 
criminal and civil ; he has four deputies under him, who 
feparatcly govern the four chief precih^ia of the city ; 
there is likswife an officer called Sabafil, whofe- bufinefs 
is to take cognifancc of every one's crime that is f«iz- 
ed in the ftrcets or houfe^, and to refer it to the fu« 
preme vifier ; he has aHb four deputies under hiin ; 
and all men are bound to afiiil him in cafe of difficulty* 

The common prifon of ConTlantinople is divided into 
two parts, the upper and the lower ; the upper is only 
for civil offences, and has an airy green court in the 
middle of it; with a fountain continually fpòuting up 
water, which fomething diminilhes the fquaiidnefs of the 
place } the lower is for capital crimes, and is a vpry £njL 
of horror and loathfomenefs. 

Flower of philofophers, I pray God, who gave us our 
£enfes, always grant them agreeable objedts, and defend 
us from all noifome fcents, efpecially from the peftilential 
fumes of hell, which, they fay, at certain times tranfpir^ 
through the chinks and crannies of che earth, ii>feóling 
this upper world with deplorable contagioas. May the 
odours of paradife refrefh us- for e.vcr,.0 fenfibld Mufa I 

Paris, 19th of the 4th Moon, of the Tear 1678. 



III.< — To Ks&Reit Hassan, Bqfa. 

.iLvERY year the Ercnch gsun groiwd of' their enemies:^: 
they make profperous campaigns, and always come.ofE^ 
conquerors. 

In the be|[ifu^Dg of the 3d moon, the kmg ca^feC 
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Ghent to be befiegcd by the Marefchal d'Humicrs ; 
.This city is the capital of all Flanders, and is divided 
into fcveral quarters or ifles ; fo is the country round 
aboQt it, by certain rivers and canals, which render it of 
extreme difficult accefs, and fpoil all communication ; 
it is one of the greateft cities in Europe, and is defended 
by a counterfcarp, a large ditch, good ramparts, and 
many baflions. The inhabitants boaft that it was found- 
ed by JuliiJH Caefar. They have been able to raife an 
army of fifty thoufand men among themfelves, whenever 
they have been inclined to revolt from their fovereign ; 
yet they could not hold out above ten dJys againft the 
prcfent arms of France, but feeing the vigour with which 
they were attacked on all fides, and defpairing of any 
fuccours, they furrendered on articles. 

Next to this, the city of Ypres was furrendered to 
them on the 25 th of the fame moon, after a ficge of 
eight, days ; this is another confiderable city in Flan- 
ders. 

Nor have the French arms been unfuccefsful in Ca- 
talonia, under the command of the Duke de Noailles ; 
this general having taken Puicerda, the capital city of 
that province, and a place of great. ftrength, being feated 
on the top of the Pyrencan mountains, and defended by 
a cafUe built on a rock. The Prince of Confk won k 
in the year 1664, but it was afterwards reftored to the 
Spaniards again by the treaty of the Pyrenees, who 
fortified it anew with all the modern forms. This city 
has under its comm§tìd above eighty villages, and draws, 
contributions from ^11 the province of Cerdaigne ; it fe- 
cures tbc poffeffion of RouflUIon, covers the frontiers o£ 
I^anguedoc, and is efte-^med fecond only to Barcelona 
of all the cities in thefe parts. 

FcofU Gennany, and ^e provinces bordering o& the 
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Rhine* fame traAfports Hitho* fuoceflive relatioas of battles 
fought between the French and the Imperialiils, wherein 
the former always get the vié^ory. The Marefchal dc. 
Crequi engaged with them fìrll near Grotzinghen^ where 
the Prince of Baden, and forty officers of note, were 
wounded on the enemies fide ; the Count of Liquevìlle, 
a commander under the Duke of Lorrain, with many^ 
others, were taken prifoners. The French took from 
them a great number of flandards, killed abundance 
of their, men, add^ in fine, remained mailers- of the 
fkld. 

No lefs advantageJiad they in the 7 th moon, on the 
j^ains of the Rheinfeldt, near the river Rhine, where 
they killed above eight hundred Imperiajifls upon the 
fpot ; and the bridge of Rheinfeldt was fo crammed 
with dead bodies, that they ferved as a barrier to flop 
the French from purfuing their viélory to the gates of • 
the city. 

The Marefchal de Crequi alfo defeated a body of fix 
thoufand horfe and dragoons, commanded by the Duko 
of Xtorrain near to OfFcmbourgh, which was followed «by . 
the taking of Ortamburg caille, and the fort of Keh], 
which tbe marefchal razed to the ground ; he took alfo' 
the fort of Zolhauilen, and encountering the Puke of 
I^mun, near a- place called Lauterbourg, he fet upon 
hlm^ and killed four hundred of his men* as they were 
paffing a bridge of the Rhine, and took, three hundred 
prifoners* 

If they go on at this rate year after year, it will be dif- - 
fictdt to fet the limits of their continually growing em- • 
pire ;..only we need not fear that they vrìiì ever be able 
to joftle the faithful Ofmans out of the patrimony ap^- 
^nted them by deiliny. 

16 
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Serene, mimfter, iiie erefcoit outihioee the cro&, the 
Alccurari fuperfede» the Bibk» and ail things yidd to the 
«macihle arma of true believers* 

Paris, X9th of the 8th Moan, of the Year t^Z* 



IV."-*T<? Dalimalched, the Widow of Pejfeli HaU^ his 
' Brother^ Majier of the Cttftomsy and Superintendant of 
the Arfmal at Cotiftanìinople, 

X Hov mayed be aiTured k is no compliment when I tctt 
thee I condole thy lofs ; he that is dead was my brother, 
as well as thy hu(band, and tbefriendihip which was be- 
tween us united us more clofely than did. our blood ; we 
never thpught any thing too much to perform in the fer- 
vice of each other, provided it did not intrench ttpon our 
honoqr, but we greedily fnatiched every opportunity oi 
dcmonflrating our mutual affeftions. 

He.is gone to infinite joys, to a place of refrefhnaent, 
where he banquets on the reverfion of hia good works » 
this life ; he revels at large, and without contradi^iion, 
«v: murmuring of women, in full bowls of the ambrofia of 
paradife j no peevifh female interrupts hia joy, or turn» 
his fmil^ to frowna by her unworthy carriage ; he lies 
Hretched out at eafe upon the crimfon bed^of Edeji» with 
pages waiting on him, wboTe eyes are like the poU(hed 
pearl ;. each beara a golden goblet,, crusted with fapphirea 
ki his hand, full charged with wine, which mortid kings 
would give their kingdonas for ; thofe heavenly youths 
perform their paits with admirable grace,, and dutiful ei^- 
a£lnefa; they wait the minute of their lord'^a defire ; 
with humble refignation, the fair Cupids ftandeacompaft 
inghisbed, each being emulousiof tbcreft^ all ftriyin^ 
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with aii agreeable generofity, \«ho fhall ferve their mafter 
firft» aod with the greateft promptners. 

When Peftcli pleafes to dirert himfelf with Women, k 
is hut to wifhy aRd oee more fair than ever Apelles drew 
prefents herfclf, chafte as Diana, yet as kind as Venus ; 
no coy demurs protraci the enjoyment of his wifti, nor is 
there the leali lign of impudence to pail it ; but* in pcK- 
fe£i love they meet each other , and unite their hearts, and 
fo they pafs their time in conilant unrepented bliia. 

He traverfes the pleafant walks of Eden, and fits him 
down upon the banks of her immortal rivers, nvers that 
ftream with wine, and. milk, and honey ; under the (hade 
of haf^y trees, he lies upon the flowery green, in the ca* 
refles of fóme lovely daughter of paradife, whilft aroma- 
tic vrinds infpire him with diviner paifions than Endymion 
felt in the embraces of Diana. O happy ftate of feparate 
Ibuk that part fi^om earth in puKtyi their pleafures 
know no bounds or end. 

For what I have faid is only emblematical, defcribing 
in fenfible ihort figures thofe raptures an(}^ tranfcendent 
joys Which cannot otherwife be exprefled. Whatever e- 
levated fancy can conceive of blifs, is all by infinite odds 
iarpaffied in the enjoyments of the happy fouls above. 
There is no number, weight, or meafure of their etemid 
and Aiperlative felicities ; they pafs from joy to joy, and 
fport in endlefs circles of beatitude. O region ever to be 
defired ! O gardens' of incomparable beauty ! where the 
liberal Monarch of the univerfe regales the wearied fouls 
of mortals with banquets of ineflimable price, and un- 
natched delicacy, after their toflfome pilgrimage on earth. 

If Pefteli could hear, I would congratulate his happi* 
aefiy kiftead of coddoling thy misfortune in lofing fuch a 
buftand I he has efcapdd the ihipwrecks of this lower 
wodd» this fea of grief, and tragedies j he is got fiiie ato 
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the harbour of eternal reft, the port of peace, and landed 
on the ilrand of the Omnipotent'» feragUo, where guarda 
of angels waited on him to the throne of Alia, with ten 
thoufand thousand fli^mbeaux burning in the walks of 
Eden. 

But tell me, Dallmalched, were not you fome'thing fa 
• tlie fault, that the generous Pefieli left us both fo foon ? 
Did you not fret and teaze his high-born foul with words 
which might have weH been fpared to a man of fo quick 
ftnfe ? Doubtlefs he iieeded not your fuming leélures, and 
more filcnt difcipline of pouts. If he committed faults, (as 
who does not?) he foon was fenfible withont a reprimand ; 
there was no occafion to keep him half a moon in parox- 
yfms of melancholy and grief; thig was too hard a pe- 
nance for his fpirit to bear : But you women have ways 
by yourfclves, unintelligible to our fc«; your Windings 
and turnings are intilcate as thofe of ferpents ; Dxdalus 
himfelf, were he now alive, though once the glory of la- 
byrinth-makers, yet wo«ld be puzzled to trace your fex, 
m all your fetlet, wild, unknown meanders ; ye are all 
the very changeable things of the earth ; nobody knows- 
what to make of you. 

Dalimalched, I tell thee a woman never commands a- 
Histii, unlefs he be a fool, but by her obedience ^ that wa^ 
ihe wins his heart, and make» a thorough conqueft of his- 
affeé^ibns 5 (he wheedles him out of hi» fovcr^ignty, by- 
cunning coraplaifance and proper capitulations^ or- at ka(b 
by this method (he faves-herfelf ; fhe will not thwart him- 
in the torrent of his paffion, but meekly yields to the 
mighty ftream, and will not fuflfer her tongue to mov» 
but in the eddy of his wrath. 

In. a word, a good woman confults her hufbatid's plea- 
fiire in all things; and if thou haft done fo, the world 2»» 
flòthifig to fiiy to thee ^ but if lOtherwife, I advile thee, t» 
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reiDaÌR a wjdaw, left the next man that manies thee 
fliould revenge the injuries my brother received at thy 
hands ; for this Is one way of tanking ihrews, 

Paris, 27th of die loth Moon, of the Year 1678. 



V. — To Ham ET, Reh Effendi^ Principal Secretary of the 
Oitoman Empire. 

1 HOPE thou wilt pardon^me, moft illuftriou» miniileF, 
that I have thus long delayed to give thee a farther . ac- 
count of the ftates of Europe 5 but now I will proceed, 
and, according to thy command, begin where I left off. 

Having already difcourfed of Germany, I will defcead 
into the Netherlands, which is as natural as for a man 
that has furveyed the upper town of Buda, or any o'ther 
city feated like that, to fall into the lower ; for fo the 
Netherlands feem to be a kind of outlying borough, near 
the fuburb to the German empire. 

. They are called the Netherlands, by reafon of their 
low fituation near the fea, which makes the country ap- 
pear like a marfli or moor ; they contain fe^enteen pro* 
■ffinces, ten whereof are lyxder the jurifdiftion of the King 
of Spain ; the other feven make up a diftlnd and Inde- 
pendent republic among themlelvcs. 

The circumference of. the feventeen provinces Is a 
thoufand Italian miles ; and within that compafs there 
are two hundred walled towns and cipes, an hundred 
and fifty other places ♦which enjoy the fame privileges 
and power as the former ; and there are fix thoufand vil- 
lages. 

In the time of Julius Csefar, this track of ground was 
called Belgic Gaul by the Romans j it was Inhabited by 
a warlike people, ioigatient of fervitudc, and. flout af- 
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fcrtera of their native liberty, as the fame Caefar found 
by experience when he warred among them ; nay, and 
fince that time the mnflulmans themfclves have felt their 
valour ; wltnefs the famous expedition of Godfrey of 
Bullen to recover the Holy Land out of the hands of 
the Saracens ; an<f that other of Baldwin the Fleming, 
who made himfelf mafter of Conflantinople and the Gre- 
cian empire. 

The ancient Romans ufe to fay, That the Gauls 
fought for their liberty, the Germans for booty, and the 
Dutch for glory and honour ; hence it came to pafs that 
the ^oman emperors in thofe days had always a felcdt 
guard about their perfons, chofcn out of thefe provinces ; 
alfo tlie Hollanders and Friezelanders were called the 
friends and affociates of the Romans. 

But though thefe provinces formerly had each a di- 
ftin6^ fovereign, with a peculiar government and laws» 
yet afterwards they were all reduced under the dominion 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, from whom they devolved to 
the Archdukes of Auilria, and laft of all to the Kings of 
Spain, who claim a title to ten of them at this day ; but 
the King of France has poflcffion of a great part : As 
lor the other feven, they arc quite emancipated and free», 
it being an eftabhihed maxim with them. That the long- 
eft fword^ives the beft title to a government; and, for 
ought I fee, this principle is praftifcd throughout the 
world* 

The inhabitants of the Netherlands are generally taB- 
and ftrong bodied people, comely, civfl, open hearted,, 
courteous, prompt, and laborious ; more addifted to 
wine than to wpmen, equally forgetful of benefits and ^ 
injuries, great «luficians, expert feamen, cunning mer- 
chants, accurate painters, and very ingenious in all arts ;,, 

they arc not jealous of their women, a moft other, na*.^ 

I 
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tions are, bat fuffer them to walk abroad openly, and 
convcrfe with men in the ftrcets : Neither will any of 
thefe females refufe an invitation to a bottle of wine ; as 
(bon as you come into any houfe, the daughter of the 
femdy meets you with a boltle of wine, of other flrong 
beveragey in her hand, and drinks it off to you» and if 
you do not very readily anfwer, and pledge her, it paffes 
for a fign of mdeneis and ill manners. 

Thefe people arc very rich, by reafon of their mer* 
chandife and^ traffic with other nations» for they export 
the produci of their foil» and the^ own manufaéiares; 
vending mr exchanging them» at a prodigious advantage» 
in the remoteft regions of the earth. 

They have very ftrong forts and calUes up and down 
the country» with cities which are in a manaer mexpog* 
sable. As for the religion of the Nethetlandcrs» the ten 
provinces» which are fah}e€t tb the King of Spaiii or 
France» are caUed Cadiotics ; the other fèven reprefent 
the celebrated tower of Babel» where the languages were 
firft confounded» as Mofes relates ; for fuch k the hodgot 
podge and gallimaufry of religions tolerated in Amfter* 
^ dam» Leyden» and other cities of Ho&and» and hi gen&> 
nd throughout all the Seven United States ; neither have 
they much more regularity and order in other matters» 
Wonder not» therefore» if my pen obferves no method in 
treating of a country which is the very emblem» proverb^ 
and centre of ataxy and ronfiifion ; however» I will now 
begin to mal!!e more particular diftinélions than in the 
former part of my letter. 

Zealand has a bad air» ' efpccially in the fummer time» 
when the fun exhales ftinking and infeétious vapours 
from iììc lakes and pools, of which there is a great nom^ 
ber in that province 5 yet it has an excellent foil» abound* 
ing with wheat and other com» alfo with good pafturage 
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for iheep and cattlé. There is little more to :be ikid of 
tkiff pTovince,- ' - 

Holland has this obfervable in ,it, that frequently the 
earth trembles there under the burden of coaches» wag* 
gens, horfes, &c. which is an argument that the ground 
IS hollow underneath, and hll of caverns. To cmtfirm 
this opinion, they fay, that a cow once faUing iuto a 
gap or chafm in the earth, was found dead, three days 
afterwards in the fea» being known by the owner to be 
the fame. Hezice a part of Holland, in the language of 
the country, is ^Ued^Waterland, which at firft hearing 
founds like a contradi£lion ; . but they mean by it, a land^ 
fituated in the waters; forfo indeed the .whole province - 
appears: to be divided tato fmall iflands by« innumerable 
amali, kkes, andpookt that every where expofe them^ 
felvet to your eye. Thk province deferves moft properly 
of an the reft the appellation oi^ Netherland, it' bemg 
funk fo veiFy low, that in many places the fea ri(es diigh- 
er than it, which compels the Hollanders to fortify their u 

fkorts widi high and ftrong banks, which with great coft 
they continindly keep repaired. 

They have but little corn or. fruit of their own^growthy 
being fupplied with thofe things from Germany, Poland, 
afnd ether countries ; but there is an inrnienfe quantity of 
grafs to nourifh millions of iheep, oxen, and horfes. And 
what I have faid of thcfe two provinces may be. in fome 
degree applied to all the reft, Friezcland only excepted, 
wliich^is more feitile of corn, yields abundAce of pulfe 
and fait, and is well clothed with woods. 

As to the manners of thtfe ptople, the Zealandeis are 
of a ready wit, provident, and fubtle, of ftature gener- 
ally very tall, as will appear by a woman of this pro- 
vince^ whom WiHiam Count of Holland fcot to the nup* 
tiids of C^iarks the Fair King of France ; ftie was of fo 
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taft an height and. bulk, that the French .looked like 
pigmieg or dwarfs in comparifon of her ; and fuck was 
her ftrength, that ffie could ixEt from the. ground a beam, 
and carry it on her fhoulders^ which ei^t labouring mca 
conld hardly itxr. 

It is obfervcd of Guelders, that it was the firft of thefc 
proirinces which fubmkted to the rifing fortune of the 
Roman empire, and again the &"& that (hook off the 
yoke when that empire was 'in it« wane. 

In Utrecht there are abundance of nobles, who are 
more foft and poHte in^their converfation th£tn the reft of 
the Hollanders ^ the womea of quality there go 'vcikd. . 

The public affairs of all thefc provinces are managed 
fay thefe whom they call the States General of the Umt^ 
ed Provinces ; tliefe are a convention or aflembly of the 
chief nobles, pribcipal magiftrates, and moil eminent ck 
tizena in every province. 

Courteous efHendi, thefe' are the chief t)iings which i 
know of the United Provinces, unkfa ^lou wouldft^ liavr 
me write their complete hiftory, which vmid be too to^ 
diottS for letters. Accept of my/ labowrs, wkieh thougk 
mean, yet are voluntary, cheerful, and done at ajork* 

Paris, 4th of the xath Moon, of the yean 5; 8, *■ 



Vl. — To the Same. ' ' 

Thou wiltifey I am all upon the extremes» • In my laft 
I dragged thee through the mod duty, nafty, abje^ vaU 
ley of all the earth ; I mean Holbnd, with the reft of 
the United Provinces ; now I am going to lead thee oufe 
of thofe fenny bogs, and give thee a breathing up the fe^ 
lubrious hiUs and mouiitains of Helvetia or "Swifferland. 
It U true this cannot be done without a con&krable hisp 
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over many pro vinceà of Germany, part' of Lorrain and' 
AUace ; but having fpoken formerly of the empire, and 
&om thetice in my next, by a kind of nataral defcent. 
Men Into the Low Countries, the confideration of their 
form of government put me in mind of tfee other répùb* 
liertn Europe, among which, that of Swiffcrland lying 
next to the United States^ I chofe to make it the fubjeét 
of thiÉ letter, defigning to give thee an account of Venice, 
Genoa, Lucca, and the reft in order. 

Know then, that Helvetia or SwiiFedland was cftice a 
pfo^ince of Germany, but now it ia a cdtamdnwealth fub- 
fìftng by itfdf, «nd not Cubjed to any foreign power j 
k » diirided into diirteen cantons oi* proviiices; I vnSt not 
tmufaie thee with the names of each diftridy or wi^ their 
kPtxtl tlmmBscrv t The whole country in general looks 
iSkc s great bunch «f rocks and aiountains, feparated by 
fmall but very pleafant valleys ; and though the inouni- 
tains Ceem rough, yet their tops and brows floutiib nolefs 
mtìà di forts of trees and herbage, than the faireft plains. 
The inhabitants nourith abundance of fheep on thetn, be- 
fides^goats, binds, bor£es, with many other kinds òfbeafts; 
for tbnre is gt«ttt plenty of animals in this country, both 
wild and tame. The air is piercing and ferene ; the foil, 
though not of itfelf fertile, yet is made fo by the induftry 
of the inhabitants } in fome parts they have vineyards 
^dnch produce a grape of wonderful delicacy, the wine of 
whieh is much efteemed In thofe parts. The lakes aUb 
And rfvcfs abound with ififli of all forts ; neither is there 
any Scarcity of fowls, • or of any thing elfe which imme* 
diately fcrves the neceffities of human life ; only thing» 
tending to luntxiry, and other kinds of wantonnefs, are not 
to be found in this happy region : It is a fecond Scythia 
or Tattary ; 4Stìé indeed the inhabitants of Swiflerland are 
l^u^ to come out of thofe more northern regions. 
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Thtj have ever been fi^nous for their lavinciUe co»» 
ftancy nod valour la war; Julius Catfar hunfelf was afraM 
of them» aiid bulk a wall to hinder them from going into 
France or Gaul, when he remembered that L. Caffius* 
a Roman conful, was vanquifhed by them» and his whole 
army routed. Some authors affirm, that io the times of 
. oldy the inhabitants of the north of Europe were (b pro» 
digioufly multiplied^ that fome of them were forced to 
feek new feats ; wherefore^ ruihiog through Gennany, 
and pafilng the Rhine, they were met by the Gauls, 
whom they overcame and defeated ; upon which news 
the neighbouring nations being ternfìed, feat ambafladors 
to them defiring peace : The conquerors replied» they 
came not to wage war, or difturb the peace of mankindi 
that they ouly fought a place to live in quietly, whevt 
they might manure the ground, without huxtingany bo- 
dy. Then Helvetia was graixled to them, where their 
pofterity live to this day. 

As to the noanners of the modem Swifs, tl)6y enfw^ 
exafily the ancient charaéker, being wholly addiéked ti) 
war, hardy to bear all inconveniencies of hunger, thirft, 
cold^ und other affiié^ions of nature, providence, deflany, 
or chance ; a little money £erv<^s the»r turn to defray the 
cxpe&ces ei eating, their diet being very'plain and or. 
dinary, conMing chiefly of milk and cheefe* If they 
are chargeable in any thing, it is in wine and other ftrocrg 
liquors; for you ihall find but mean and fqualid* how- 
fes, and conftmptiUe furniture^ and they woar garments 
anfwerable to the reft; but they are gijFen to drink** 
ing above meafure ; they will confume whole dttys and 
nighufucceffivdy, without intermifiion, in their drunkeii 
debauches ; nor can any friendfhip be cootraébed tmùstìg 
them, but over theii cups ; fov he who ckiitfcs mofty and 
is moft froUcibmc and debonair» is takmk Jbr « man <cif 
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iDtegnty ; whereas he that fe^s tiBiorous of his health» 
or makes any friv^oua excufefi, is look&l «pon a» a fneak- 
ing fellow, not worthy of fuch good coiÀpany ; nay, fonie- 
times their madnefo grows to that -height, as to fet a dag- 
ger to his throat who refufes to pledge in Ins turn. 

And yet after 2JI this reproach, it «luft be confeffed 
that thefe people are very^ prudent and cifcumfpe^^ both 
in their priTate and.pubhc affairs; for notwithftan^ng the 
jdeafure.they take. in liberal compotatioiw, yet every man, 
when the frolic is over» is intent on his bufinefs, ufìng 
double induftry and diligence to make good the«expcn- 
cc» of hia laft vanity ; they work to dnnk, and drink 
that they may better work again ; fo in the public, it i» 
evident that they are not defeélive in policy, fince they 
have been able for io in any centuries of years to maintain 
th^ir union and confederated liberties againft fo many 
princes who have endeavoured to bring them under a fo- 
reign yoke ; and not only fo, but fuch is the angularity 
of their conduA, that the moft mighty monarchs in Eu- 
rope are glad to enter into a league with them, and fend 
yearly vaft fuma of money. 

TImhi wilt not, after what I have iàid, cxpe^ to find 
•in Swifferland the riches of Arabia and Babylon^ nor the 
reft of the luxurious and magnificent fuperfluities of the 
Eaft J the fitaatioh of the country, and nature of the 
foil, denie» thefe glittering vanities; it is fufiicient that it 
brings forth enough to nourifti the inhabitants. 

They fear no foreign invafion, both on the account of 
thi8 national poverty, and the inacceiTiblc heights of the 
Alps, with which they arc on all fides environed as by a 
wall; add to this, the invincible refi^utton of the people, 
who abhor and fear fubjeéUon more than death itfelf ; fo 
that no prince. in' Europe dares, or tliinks it worth his 
while to carfy a war into this, country, knowing, that tf 
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he fhould canquer-ity the- revenues, with. all the fpoil of 
his Qew--gotten polTefiionS) would not counterhalanpe the 
expences of one (hon campaign : Bf fides, their union is 
fo ilrift and clofe^ that it is aln^oft impoffihle to break or 
dfffolve it. Then they.h*ve Ibmc rery ftrong cities» caf* 
ties, forts, and other places, of defence, which would give 
BO' ftnaU dxverfìon and iocutnbrance to kim who fhonld 
undertake fuch an expedition» In fine, fach are their 
circutnftancesy that aU the eoUrts round about them 
think it faftr to court this... untameable nation, than to 
threaten or buff' them* 

I will relaCe to thee a ftory by way of inilance or ex- 
ample» frcMXk whence thou may eft comprehend more clear* 
ly the humour of this pepple. 

In former times, as I have already faid, Swiilèrhmd 
was a province of the German empire, ot at leaft reputed 
fo ; and there were certain prefeéls or govemors fet over 
them by Caeiar,: one fucceeding another ; feme of thefe, 
for their in folence,. were driven out of the nation, others 
were kilkd by reafon of their tyrannous and cruel prac- 
tices. Among the reft, one of thefe governors, being 
difgufted at a certain Swifs^ commanded bim to be yoked 
with oxen that drew burdens in a cart; but when neither 
by fair nor foul means they could force bim- to this vik 
condefcenfion,hc cqmmanded hiseye^to be piitout, >vhich 
was done, accordingly. Tliis was murmured at ; but be- 
ing the fiifl effay'tif his cruel difpc^tion, they winked 
at.it. 

A while after, the fame governor cprnmauded a woman 
in her hufband'a abfence, to. prepare a hot bath for hjm, 
which when the chafte matron refufed to perform till her 
hufband came home, he ftruck her dead with an axe* 
This alfo, though heightening the choler of the Swifs, 
was paifed by ia meditation of future revenge* 
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At laft he grew (q (ooh^tUkf pxpud ancHmperioiUy that 
walking one day in the ilreets of the city, he ftuck hif 
cane %!- the grtjund,- and plsfted his turban or bonaei 
thereón^^' còtrimiaJQamg tH that gaffed by to ^ire tonottf 
to it}' wluc^^whèri'a oeitahi hoticA^wiffr re^ed to do, he 
ccmiAi^tféeé^mnt ^ ftHke off an appk fmnhb fo&'ahted 
wffir^'fUèt fmn his «rèfti<.boW; the good father for « 
!òÀ^ ttbe-n^fed t^^ios r0 hazaid his fcm'«'Ufe; btirbemg 
ó^ràòtne by the'tyrawt^s'knpiwttfiiate.aienaces^ he ratàer 
Tentiiréd to'«^^t« protrideiilse^e life of hi» ^m, than to 
iBteti(lce1>oth tl^t. avvd hiv ovm toy the. implacable - inaiicc 
of a barbktém;; ^io lw>ilwty' «nd;'fait the ^ple off, witboot 
touchfng^lili'f«mf s »hclid» - 7he goireràor liaeflig tliis» and 
taking notice that he brought two arrows with- bint, alk« 
ed him the reafon of it ; to whom the Swif» aa^vesed, 
^ If i had Ihot amife, and hurt my fon with tho firft w» 
itm, I was ^efehwd to Imre pierced «hy heart with the 
fecond.*' Upon this aH the peo|de gave a fliout, and tva^ 
tihkg togtthcr, feiecd upon the governor, and tore" htm to j- 

pieces i «either would they ever afterwards endure orad^ . 

véc any man into dieir cities from the emperor, unlefs be j 

came in the quality of an aznbaf&dor. . ■ 

Serene asinifter, if thefe memoir» are xa the leaft 9C* 
«ept^le to thee, it is but to comouind, *and thou, (hak 
find* I hate a ftock not cafy to be exhaufbedi 

Adieu, adieu, for the prefei^. May the curtains «f 
God's paviUon be anfufkd about us, to* ikreen ils from 
the injuries of demons, who hunt by night for moitdai 
ibr it' is now tbdr hour. 

Pitisj 6th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1^79. 
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VII. — To Dgnet Oglov at Datnafcus. 

1 couLO hardly hdicve my own eyes* when I fidi, read 
thy letter» and underftood that thou art twrocd Ivulbaad» 
man at \à% and fettled in a fCilace tiie moft dekdabk on 
earth, the very centre and readeswoa of aU plei|ferc% ted 
whatfoerer is agreeable to mortals. Tkoa art 9i waty 
man, refolved to he ftire of one paradife at kaft» thoogl^ 
it be by mortgaging fhy title to the other; tho» wilt not 
foffinr God Almighty to go upon tick with theei nor tmft 
aU his promiffBs for heaven in reverfioa ; yet I pionot dU^ 
commend 'thy cavtioufoefs ; we know not what filali bc- 
fid 118 after death» and therefore nature prompts us to fe- 
cnre to ourfeWea fome (hare of happineis in this life» and 
to antedate the uncertainties of a future blifs» by carving 
out our own heaven on this fide the graven However» I 
wiih thou mayed not furfeit on thy prefent enjoyments» 
and fo render thy foul incapable of the voyage to eternal 
. beatitude. I tell thee» my Dgnet, thou art a bold man» 
to venture on a place by choice» which the mefiènger of 
God purpofely fhunned a? the mofl dangerous oh earth ; 
but I would not d^courage thee ; that city was then in 
the hands of infidels, a feat of pi-ofanation and idolatry ; 
now it is fan^fied by the prefence of true believers» by 
the preaching of the law brought down from heaven» and 
by the mofques of perfect holinefs. 

As for the manner of life thou haft made choice of^ I 
highly applaud it, as the moft primitive» innocent, de* 
lightful, and happy above all others; many great princes 
and kings have exchanged the toilfome gkny»* and royal 
fatigues of empire» for the fweet tranquillity and eafé of 
a country farm, and wholefome exercifes of agriculture : 
Thus Diodefian, a Roman emperor, quitted hia throne 
for the fake of a private life» and thofc hands which had 

Voh FUI. t 
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been accuftomed to wield the fceptre, became at laft vo- 
luntarily familiar with the fpade, the plough, aftd the har- 
row ; fo the grand Cyrus, monarch of the Perfians, ufed- 
to boaft of the gardens planted and fowed with his own 
hands ; and it is certain» that the Fabii, the Lentuli, the 
Cioeros, the Pifos, with many of the nobled families in 

: 'ancient Rome, derived their names from thofe kind of 
vegcitables which they lignify, and which their fathers 

'«took delight in planting» 

How many great authors have written, in praifc of huf- 
bandry ? Attains and Archelaus, two kings, extolled it ; 
Xenophon and Mago, two generals, patronifed it ; and 
Oppian the poet celebrates it in verfe, befides Cato, Varrò, 
Pliny, Columella, Virgil, and many others. Some have pla- 

' ced fuprenie felicity in this kind of life ; Virgil pronoun- 

^ ces hufbandmen fortunate, and Horace calls them blcflcd; 

' hence it was, that the Delphic oracle declared a certain 
man, named Aglaus, to be the happiefl of all mortals, be- 
taufe he was bufied in nothing but manuring and culti- 
Tating a little farm, never molefting himf elf with vain cares 
#r pafiions, nor increafing the miferiee of human life, by 

■ tampering with foreign and unnecefTary pleafures, which, 
though full of blandiihments, and fweet in the front^ yet 

• carry a fling in their tail, embittering all our joys. 

Thou art fituate in the moil pleafant fuburb of Damaf- 

~ ens ; for I have furveyed that city, and all its precin^ 
with no fmall curioiity ; the houfe is encompalTed with 
lovely gardens and meadows ; it wa« formerly the feat of 
Abul Mecharib, the famous fhepherd, who took fandlu- 
»ry there from the perfecution of Ifmael, beglerbeg of 
Siarbekir. 

Thou knoweft the ftory, and I need fay no more than 
to wifh.thee aa good< fortune in pofleffing that rich fpot 
of ground as he had, who, as it is recorded in the regiflcr 
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' of DamafciiSy died worth an hundred purfesof gdid» mofl 
of it got by the increafe of his cattle in thofe lucky fields. 
For my part, I cannot pretend to ikiU in tbefe thin^, 
but it appears to me like a good omen that thy predecef- 
for was fo profperous in that farm. I advlfe thee to take 
his meafuresy and ftock thy ground with (heep, oxen^ <a- 
mels} horfes». and other animab of profit ; think it 4lo 
fcorn to follow an employment ennobled by the examples 
of Romulus and Remus, the firft founders of the Roman 
empire, of Paris the fon of Priamusy of Anclufes the fa- 
ther of ^neas, of Endymion the beloved of Diana, who 
were all herdfmen or Ihepherds ; ib was Polyphemus, and 
Argus, fo was Apollo, who tended the flocks of- Adme- 
tus Kiog'of Theffaly. What (hdl I &y of Mercury^ ^e 
firft inventor of the hautboy, and prince- of 'iheph«Rls, 
&nd-of Proteus^ another divinity ? Was not Ibrahim, the 
fotherof mufialmans, a herdfman, and'Mofes the prophet 
umiliar with God, and David the prince of poets? In a 
word, my friend, the moll iliuftrious heroes among^ die 
ancient Greeks, Romans, and other nations, w^e All 

• keepers of (heep, goats, oxen, 5cc. as the Arabian^ ate 
at this day, with the Tartars, and other nations of the 
£aft. 

Doubtlefs the rural life, as it is the moft ancient^ fo it 
dlFonis the fincereft pleafures, and moil unrepented joys 

- in nature, provided a trtan enjoys it with innocence and 
juftice ; but I' would have thee avoid the common temp- 
tations to- which this kind of life is more expofed thdn 
any other, that is, hunting and fowling ; thefe are réaHy 
deteftable exereifes, tragical fports, and altogether inhtb- 
man $ it is a labour unworthy of man, to vratchfirom day 
to day, and one night- dfter another^ the hattnts of our 
fellov^animals, that we may deftroy them j it is a cwifel 
pleàftfre ' that mnft he mantained at the«ipeaee<of€o 

Fa 
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mtich innocent bloody and a barbarous triumph^ to infult 
over a poor mangled hare». or hiùd, after you have ha- 
rafled them up and down the country for mapy hours to. 
gether, with an army of dogs and men. 
■ It 18 recorded that the Thebans were the iirft invent- 
ors of this unhappy fport, a -nation infamous for dece^, 
theftSy perjuries, murders, and incefi s, from ybom it paff* 
cd to the Phrygians, a people no lefs wicked, but more 
fooliih and eafy, light and credulous, and for that reafon 

' they were defpifed by the Athenians and Lacedemooiaos 
at firfi: ; however, thofe graver nations in a little time 
learned the trade of hunting of them, fo infeétìous is the 

^compafiy and very aeighbourhood of ill men, h prevalent 
the examples of (uch as are bold to lead the way in new 
paths of vioe* ' . 

By the God whom I adcMre, my Dgnet, it appe9f8 Jfì 
The fo fboliih a paftime, an exercife fo anbeconiing t]|e 

' majefty of a rational fpiidt, to runyawling with a par^l 
of hoimdsi, perhaps a whole day together, after fome ti- 
morous animal, that I wonder men are not afiiamed to 
pra6bife it, efpeckdly great men and princes, who (hould 
excel others in the juftice and clemency of thdr nature ; 
yet thefc are moft guilty of rapine, injuries, and fppil. 

V My dear friend, imitate not their pernicious. examples, 
but tread in the fteps of juil and holy men, whom the 
birds and beali» would obey at a nod, becaufe they coi^ 
not fmell the leaft odour of evil in them. How many pro- 
phets have been. fed by ravens, hinds, cats, and other ani- 

^d»? Nay, the very ferpents and dragons of the defart, 
MFfth the amphibious monllers of Egypt» have quitted 

• their tiAtm venom, to ferve an innocent man ; and when 

' Omer the ^Jiph was hard purfued by a troop .of Jiigyp- 

^hA id<>laters^ even to the faaoks ,of the Nile» he csm- 
nanded a cfocodile» which he fpied in the rirer, %o come 
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and ferry him over on his back^ and the pious beaft 
vras obedient to his word ; doubtlefs this was a fingular 
grace in the dumb creature, and he was uanfia^ed to pa- 
radife, if our doékors fay true. * ^ 

Dgnct, I bid thee adiea, and wifh thee a plentiful har- 
veft> which is the moil feafonable prayer I can make for 
thtt: at this time of the year. , . 

Paris, 14th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1679. 



VIIL— 70 AcHMBT CvpaiooLi, the Mcfl Estshed and 
8ag€ Vifitr A%em^ 

1 H8 face of aiFatrs here in the Weft is now quite chang- 
ed ; a general peace is eftabUibed between the Nazarene 
princea and ftates : France» which a while ago was at 
moftsd jiffs with the Honandersy Spaio, and the German 
empire, is lately reconciled to them» whilft new friend- 
fliipa and alliances have baniflied all thoughts of former 
enmities and feuds* This year comnieoces a civil jubilee 
in Europe. » 

There has been a treaty of peace in agitation at Nime- 
guen» and conferences held' about it any time thefe four 
or five years, whereof I formerly gave a hint in one of 
my kttets to the Porte. The condufion of it is owing 
to the powerful mediation of the King of Great Britain, 
who 13 made guarantee of the articles ; and the fubmdfive 
addreiies of the £ifhop of Strafburg to-t^ie Kjng of ^^ 
France, contributed not a little to the univerfal agree* 
mcnt ; for this great monarch is flow in his advances to* 
wards an accommodation with thofe who have uijfuaed 
Kim or hisallies ; he afik^as to imitate the fti^tely r<e((rv- . 
eduefa of t: ' E .idem princes, thinking hi8,ms^fty w0^d> 
be violated,, ihould he conde&end< too fooi^, ai^d on^lpo- 

y 3 
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_ caiy termsy to- the propofalfi of his Jieighboars ; he .has 
learned thk from the maxims of the fdalime Porte, the 
refiige - of tnanklnd^ whofie arras are ever open to receive 
and embrace all that fue for the Grand Signior's friend* . 
fhip and protcétìou, in a way not intrenching on the 
glory of' the Ottoman houfe, a family dc&ined to. fubdue 
the world. 

This temper of the French king is fo well known aail 
obferved in thefe parts, that he has got a new charaéler - 
by it both among foreigners and thofe of his own na- 
tion ; for^thcy fpare not to callhim^ The Moft^Ghriftiaa; 
Turk, by way of mookery ;. and. this is the fatirical ftyle 
even of his fubjeéls, in their feditious cabals, when they 
are a little wnnned ^ith wine^ and • each nta» as^great a»* 
a klii^'himfd#4n*ht8^ own iconccic. 

By^he4wtft^f}à(he» of lightnings which cau^é4lle^«a«fe^ 
to pant, and dazzle th« eyes of mortals j by the^àflioiBiik^- 
ing noifc' of thundery which^ raifes - the vapowi of tbe- 
fpkcn, and'filk uswith hypochondriec dread, I fwearthe-* « 
King^ of Fraince is a gteat' hero, and defcrves the- honour - 
which thefe infidels have unfeignedly done him, in likens 
ing him to the undoubted arbiter of the-earth ; he really- . 
determines the dijferences and quarrels of a great paxt of 
it ; and though he be a Chriftian in profeffion, and ilyled. 
The Eldeft Son of the- Church, yet he is no enemy tp- 
the followers of Mahomet, who vouchfafe him their 
friendfhip : Thou kneweft he is the moft primitive ally of» 
the Ottoman empire among the weftem princesof ^the 
lawof Jefus; he has eftabliihed a more remote friend*, 
fhip, for the fake of commep^e, and fpreading his re* • 
nowiiy with the Grand Mogul, and the King of Perfia ; . 
his fame ftrlkes all the Eàft with admiration and refpe^, 
for^key have h&Ltd of his doattfiual vi^cMries and fttoeefi«> 
ful'Jfi^loits^evca to the utmoft- •borders of the ccmtineoit | 
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yet the fame fortune procures him only the fpite.and en« 
vy of the princes in the Weft. 

However, they are glad to diffemble their malice .at 
thlsjun^ture, and enter into an agreement with himi al* 
moft upon his own terms. 

The treaty between France and Holland was publifhed 
in this city on the firft of the tenth moon, the year pre» 
cedent : Now to aflure the world that there is^^ perfed 
aipity and pcfice, the, Dutch have fent. their ambaffadors 
extraordinary, to ackpowledge^ that the king has prefer- 
red, the repofe of Chrii^endom to. the glory which his 
viftorious. atms^ acquired him, and tliat the United States 
of the I^w Countries being the fì^ft .who h^ve felt, the ef- 
fo^ of his ^eAerojQ^y, th^y thoi^t. th^n){Hy^.obb'ged 
tq^p]^eiit others in the earliacfs of their application. 
Y/^ecdaj. w^ , alio , publift«4.' % .p^acf bipt.Wijii. Fniyi^p 
anjp.thf empenir. 

I. take my. conge» moft rii^nanimous viQer, andfriendi 
of. France» in. th^ hi^fpbleft ppftifre. of^adpwtioirj, wiflupg . 
th^ bpnoui^ nchi;^ and plea(u|X9 ¥4\ich (hall haye np ,^ 
«^ 

PitrxB, d7th of the 4t]i.Moon, of the Ye«r 1679» 



IX.— T# Mb HE MET, an exUed JSunuch^ at Akaire in 
Egypt. 

JL HERB ai;e,cipitain critical periods jn. our lives, whether 
ordained by fate, or falling out in an eternal circulation 
of chfmc^s, I am not able tp determine ; but .this I per* 
€(ÌTe, that at fuch feafon^, fomething very ftrangjc and 
upufual happens to us, abov« orbefide the ordio^y courfe 
of natiire, or at lead appearing fo to me. I will not 
pretend to un^yel the.web of defUoy, or^defciibfi tbti^ 
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ineomprehètifible fihencfs of thkt artifièc which hai frani- 
ed the wbrMs ; T wffl '^rtot undertake to dìfcover the Te- 
cfets of Gòd, the tnyftèrie» of nature, atid thòfe fhfngs 
which are, under a feal, fliut up from mortals in ififcruta- 
ble dàrknefs j I wiH not, hf a vàiri prfefutnptìon and 'irti* 
pious arrogance, chiim tomyfelfthe right of omnifcìenee, 
and ilìire ìhtef other men's cònftitutions and thought ; firf- 
^àt it that 'I comprehend my own. ' * 

Thou knoweft, my Mehemet, that I have been a man 
of many circumftanóes, fubjeél to various cftianges and 
▼iciffitlides in thi6 mortal 'ftate 5 my Hfe ' has been ailter- 
liately checkered with good and evil^ rirtue and vice 
hive had their tifmà itt the ferics of my aftloné, pfofpc- 
nly ahd ^dverfity iit the éotorfe of my years ; atìd I wottU 
fain find out the ihan that can with tinth boaft the con- 
trary. Doubtkfs we are att born to the adventures whtch 
happen in the peU-mell of human converfation : Fates- 
errant encfouftter bne another; fometimcs they are agree- 
able and (fomplalMt ; at other feafons they will cialh and 
tih, break lances, draw fwords, and aM the weapoftta of 
naturerà pride and fury (hall be ufed in mere defence of 
idiofyncraiies, conceits, antipathies, felf^intereft, preferm- 
tion, or any thing but what is generous and good. 

O horrid ftate of men ! a life to be deplored beyond 
the favage courfe of Itons, tigers, Wolves» itód otìfef 
bèafts of prey, who always, in extremcft hunger, fpnrc 
tlieir proper fpcctea 1 Yet man, in pcrfc^ wantotfnefil» . 
r devours his brother, and glories in his cruelty and tn* 
jttftice. V ' 

'As -for me, I have not been guilty ^f any of thefe 
bhck crimes, which make a riot in the tfawj^iflKty of the 
fouV difturbits peace, darken ké light, and-e{>v^ k #ii1i 
a^cteùd of guilty, defpetóte fhcfughts. No j if f hsrv* 
ift^ti evenly to iny.bodyj ithasbecnto-myfetfj -the very : 



beafts csnnot : challeiige me witirc^preffioiit x^nany bar* 
b«roiia u&ge ; much leffi would I torment cae individui^ 
of ouf kuman race ^ but I havd had my. fraikiea a^ well 
a» other m€n, and there is ail can ba faid o£ it. Thou 
art acquainted with my temper^ and iiobady know» any 
worfe* It 4s true I have had to do wijth abundance ol 
people m my 4ifetime ; I have bnlled it, lioned, lambc^v- 
and fometimes foxed it m the world ; I have always pur. 
fued the chafe of nature ; come fifty come death» . I have 
made no baulks in the appointments of &ter or ever put- 
the etecnal'deiUny to a ftand ; I never halted, boggled*, 
orfiamed a 'flxunbk at a generous -. and Jioble aifiiony a 
bd^ and godhke enterprife ; but. from my cradle I dif^f 
d^iocd aad cherished infant abhori^nces fqr an inhumaoy* 
bttfbafous, perfidious» cowardly, thought. 

Indeed» I have been too great a lover of good com--' 
pfliiy»- too ei^y» iiextbie»- and^free li». drinking wxn€, and 
other iaebriatiagv h^ors, whofe ufe is taught from h6a-*> 
T^en» and i$ the genuine produ^ of eternal reafcm ; but 
the excefa is fure derived from i hell» .the foat of everkltmg'^ 
esilf. vanity», and errov. And yet.to whonAy or- to what 
camfe or pdnciples» fiiaU I ajfcribe the many extravagan • 
cics of thi& kind that I havccommitted^? I», that have 
fuSered the thaws of a thoufand putrid fevers» let \alli 
mf Tadpeal» eflieatial;. nece&ry juicea and . humoiir^t 
(thaugh-never fo well andrfimdy congealed, by the/orce 
pf aa exd^ent and happy conftitution of body) mdit 
and di(lfjv6.away,i ia horrid fiaxes, > fweats» <&c. irathei; 
than baulk my friends, or the Grand. I^nior's caufe,- 
xathtrMthao fiMak»away from boon compumoas» iura pirin- 
citdfi o£ todid prudence !'. To fpeid^nU» I amno fbute^r 
froa(i4h» juice of the gisaps» whea it is handed ;tOr<ne by > 
nm of kok and good humoury «fpeciaUy when it i$ tot 
i«rie jfiyj.£»ver«iga ; and I know not hour ^ jitsrSm^^ 
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that fervke better, at fome tìaì«6, than by. giving natiii^e 
afi: efcapa<le> as the fVen^h csril it, frpm the too . fevexe 
rtflaaint3 of eanftak^t fobriety : I; was not feat t^ Paris, 
that I fbould lead the H/e of a» h^dgi, but. to di^cia' 
to the fecrets of the infideU^ whicb a man-canQotdai^et-' 
ter thao oTcr a glafs of .geaerou» wide, for that unlocksr 
thfe. cabinets of the heart, and reveals all fccrets. 

I tell thee plaintyi Mehenie^» I drtok wioc Uberallj- 
asdr frequently, fimHng no devil in the quality of it, bQt . 
only in the e^cefa ; andfuch a «devil apfnearedfto nn&k^- 
week, in the ni^t^fdme ;.I:had caroitfed it like a Ger-. 
naoifor fome whole days together^ irt order to^tbe cany- 
iBg on an inttigtte; of moment, yrt I f^und myfeif so. 
ways difordsred, neither cotdd any. body elfe perc^iv»,!^/ 
one falfe ftepin my carnage, that. I- was ntore tha» ci-. 
fiUy and cheerftrUy. elevated* 

It was thehotteft feafon-in. aM the yearv «whieh pvoptpt-f 
ed me, and thofe that kept me^compaBy, to regale oiK-t 
felvcs after the meft.refrelhn^. manner we còM mwnt j 
ojur drink was an artificial misture of the wine^ watnv the* 
jiiice of lemons, odoriferousL and .cephaUc hc^rhs, fruits^ 
and whatfoevcr €lfe. could, render k,GDo}i«g^aad dciiciouai 
to the palate, medicina to; the brai», hssact, aad. fto«L 
inach. ". 

1. wiH not' detain: thee %l iaipatieiie<&Vikhsa»|r mofov 
partiéulafntìes, oidy h thoughtt iti neoei&try t» .agymiiit? 
thee with the method of my dnnkingy. thafe^^t^ii.ma|K& 
f4utn thr more acxiui^ite jnd^^mcafc «m^th» cscMi£Bq«ieitte» 
whiiah. I am . goifigi tOr rekt9w 

It was in the e^ntag'o£'theéa}f^dttdi«a«Si^ to> £bri9ii^ 
by th!e> Gentile» (which k^the {aihe-ft8.thej«w» Sabbat}:;' 
ophdriflkiAg endtd the da^ liefboe$ Imd l^ ia-^ t(0iEy*Me*- 
hncKofy hcnaouTi wie»|t«or)feé^* D Aspt tiUj«»Miglll>|i«»* 
ftn»dly<^ Iwt then awakk^^ Ivim^kLxpaSoiima^ t^e^qi^ 



paritiqn of aa ol4 inaia, ii|u^, reCcn^^fS, ii^^^ 
{eea^d to-Iook.v^ry &f^àif^, md f^ll of care^ fitting Iq, 
SLchsdVf astd le9k|^uig,o]> the.ta^^ i%]a& fucl^ an habit 
as I wear» with fuch.a beard» and every thiag. that caj^ 
b^caUQd.zn7^,true.ppjr.traiture.; I lay^zapfing and. gazing 
for th<i fpace, of abput twf iity siÌGitt|es. on this aouizin^ 
ol^ed ^ I muftereA up all that little, philofophy I am ma,- 
iler of» to^ confider.the natui;^ of.the phaptafm^ largu* 
ed,\^ith iDyldf» fuou^ned all niy reafqii» fubpqpaed my, 
•feaJCes, fat,upia.thebe,4». toc^ nay^poWUjj reached my^ 
be^fi as f^.as.I coi^ld without tumbling out of the bed» 
aadd the mpre I roufed.myièlf» the plainer did this fami-i 
,iiar. figure qf myfclf app^^r by the Ijgh^ ojF a^IfimQ, whigh^ 
j4i9»yit burns» ia my chamber^ 

Yet,beÌ9g^aatur9lly«ÌQcredalous Qf,the,cpmmon ftorjes. 
of ghollsy appari tioosj^ hol^gobllqs» &c.. I ftiU, fufpe^ 
ti^k. I, ity»9 either aUt^ while, in,^ dream, or at l.eafti i£ 
awalbe» that my imagii^atlon was vitiated and impofed up* 
.Q«Vj, vihi5refou^,.to. fii^sfy i^yfelf . more thorojughly, I 
jiia^H^ -o^t-ol th^ b«dr; no,,fpon?f ha|d n^.feet touched^ 
thg flfl^r.of,tbAchainbe«> but a fapredAwor PPJT^ffsd 
«H^r^ttfrè^fifti \ t5€i^<§4:.at,th?. jif|w more -agpaj eat viQoii ^;. 
however, refumihg. courage,, and refigqing myfclf tcx,CJ9^^ 
I; wenj^ forward, a^d approached . fo near, th^ uncoi^th 
%(l&l«yutbat it wi».wMihin«tìhejrpfip)^ of^ W 1»»^» ^rf^ 
^l«ftli^ch0d;fi9Ctb^.tq^t9»ckit,, thifiilwgithis vs^y.ta unt^ 

«im eiMc eicjkriKkji^e.(b£iHl64 Q^Al;^m9i|Lhpfi$ I. f%w^i, % 
inftead of the. {syne fiice.wbkh^ I fe»w,b^F9K?rjB50f,f^?# 
«««, n«v.«xQfted wi«3h. tbe , drea^d^l . cpui)tie^p(?e o^. 4 
Iwfti.giiifcftiing. Wft^teetib* a?id dstó;jg,,i^vfc,^:fpfy[k^,.p|-. 
Sfpi&mxk Us. l«»QJb» befid^a the. hpitrid tw^lif^. o£. l^if 
]ici9^ «ad «ut&ly^bgaQl,. wità.alk tt^; o&h^J^ 9§ttVr^. Ji^ 
I. of thataaisaal in. itsr. fierceoefs. . ; : 
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I kporv not what ufovàà have beeomé oC me» if a 
g<»od«natur€d ape Had not come In to, my relirfy r^irìu^ 
peeped and grinned upon me over the lioa'a Aioulder» ; 
11379 though!' Is if ji$\i are £0 merry in {uch company, I 
will not difturb you, good Mr. Ape ! and fo I fairly 
took my leave, turned my back» and went to bed again. <- 

It is my nature not to be afraid, or fhrink from the' 
imagination of a ghoft or fpefiafe, or what you pkafe to- 
call it, for I am'fatisfied there ta no more than pure ima- 
gination in. it ; but I retired in complaifance to my own 
iancy, which I pereeired was upon the creative froUc ; 
1^ I flood &SU pediap» a dragon had ilartod next, or 
fome v^onc dreadfid ammal $ or it ia^pofffile I had. been 
terrified with, a herd oi If oxetf leopsnrds, tigers, bears, and- 
whatfoever elfe is favage and morofe in nature ; for I tell 
thee I was then in a condition to paint the walls wttfa 
aqy figUjre which (hottld rife within my overheated 
bsaias.. - . '♦ 

-^t (udi a time ther^*are emiffions from the eyet,^ fer^ 
cible as the pencils of a Umnor ; a man^ fermented lap. 
tic nerves will draw theportrakuK of faints or dewla» or 
auvy thing that can be aamed, except the £veifaftiiig^. 
Source of all things* 

He indeed is altogether tnefiable^ who caaa^t be ez<« ^ 
prefled by tongiK or pen, or by any other wayiboalnam^^ 
blc negati)(e& ; there runs a fifent foi«iiaia by thstda» «S ' 
^s.trfmendQ(iis and inviolate receli» of wèiekt^ie eaArate*.- 
angels drink at ceintain fet appointed fcalbàs) and tfacQ the 
lAfifinrfe ia.all inebnaied with she rei^rfion of Us cup r 
Jbr it is t)ie ceFeiBony of the aoiM ib^ae, that h»lho«dd > 
tbave nOifnaffs or fupemacubuBS behind Um, but icattcr. . 
tfaoft abioad» to treat tbe t^Otf wo4d belgwv Bkffad 
ia tbcf 09911^ wiMh hya ^ Om§^ kuM^cdMA ^fimg rnm ^-' 



Book III. * AlSft AT'tAiifa^ - 133' 

* Ptrckm mc for thm digreffifig in péfft^ "piety j for we 
ought oot to tame the High' »HÌ I^^ Ofie without ad^ 
ditfoaiaV reference. » 

Iq fhort, I lay but the fpacc of hllf aiv hour gazing 
on this odd kind of apparition^ which had now rèfùmed 
my phfGognomy «gain ; at laft it vam#ied dt on a ktd* 
den, wfailfl my eyes were intently fixed iipon it. It is 
impofilble to exprefs exa^ly the manner how it difappear^ 
ed; but according to the béft idea, and properefk form 
of words I hare, it Teemed to be difperfed juil as a fmoke 
or tapour is refolved or rarefied into the purer air, or as 
the moonV pade light, which ^nes wi^ia ^our chancer, 
is^fldwsffes èxttngoiflied in appearance by fome interven* - 
11% clovd ; fo did this fpe^rcr fade and melt away. 

. If thou wilt have my judgment in this cafe, 1 diink 
there was nothing in it but th^ure force and energy o{ ^ 
my ovet^-agitated fpirits, which darted the impreflion of- 
their own ideas on the next foUdbody that was wkhin 
^ the fphcve-of their activity : .The airitfelf af fuch ii lime 
is moitt than ordinary flexible and duélfle ; it yields by 
fympadiy, and is conformale to the tranfient image ; it 
hdps to patch up tbe^defeéb ited ragged forms of our " 
frail fancies ; milhons of atoms run to rehe^e the weaken* 
edl»l£^Q>eat cflux of their atti^^ve and magnetic kin*> 
dr«d pastklcs ; pelameli l^ey- m(h together^ yet Mi ìtttà T 
thek'pCDper ranks without difènder or cdnfufion ; every. ^ 
one ftops a gap, pretents a ▼acumn,- 'and Ay Ac ahmdve ' 
figmc is completed. Nature is folnetimes pleafed thus to ' ' 
divert hctUS with ^ftrange chimeras x even fo this world '"' 
e£ oun was fbttnad, i£ wc may believe Demecrittis and* ' 

iTknt and' 1^ my éear' Mehemét^- are But two dtfermt-^ ^ 
kMpa^iof panidesi taciud atidftifthéd^ttè glèfwed tò-^ 
gctherbytheUrdliiBe of chancer. -^^^ 
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per at large fa .the-endlefe:elemept of light- 
Paris, 3d of the 7th Meon, of the Year 1679. 
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X. — Td the Calidesquer of RomeVu 



M.*y mind is at this time in an aftral difpofition, as they. 
call it, tender, and receptive of any imprefltons ; I am 
like a young libertine newly converted from his lewd. 
courfes and impiety, whofe heart a devoat compungo» 
and remorfe of fin has foftened, opened, andj as it were, 
diffòlved like wax, fo that it becomesr equally capable o£ 
any new ftamp, whether of vice or virtue. Thus pliable 
and diK^le am I at prefent, through a kind of fatal fu- 
pinencfs or inaftivity of fpirit, which takes from me the 
power of forming one fabftantial, . lively though of my 
own» or exerting apy ftrong and laborioae a^-of rcalboy 
yet at -the fame time lays me open to the inmfioii of all 
foreign ideas^ and expofes me to be taken captive- by e- 
very bold argument» or % ambu/h. of hamao fo|iùftry. 
It)- a word, I' am . of a fbdden fo weal^ and tminortified^ 
that- T- dare not enter the field <^ reHgioua-controvrerfieSy 
or- fo much as ftand and behold ffie- batde between tke 
d^rent feds that; are perpetuaUy difpu^Qga^iii^ oa^^ 
another, in the woHd^ left a random f%K>t from one- paffey 
orothccfhoaki reaich. my unguarded fopl, «|^ ^t^t»f 
tn«eUedl a mortal woundv 

Foffbcaring' therefore -to enlarge in gv^ng «bw a< paitct 
doiar account of-^ all the mce dfffecei^cea that, arc joL hbe 
years fprung up among thefe wefteiti infidds» ìqó matterà 
af-opiobaand^urch difiapiàifit i?wljifoi%Ì8fi«Daa.tbee 
iirii<irt, t^ttiiofe.whiòfìi^TeyAkfidfnom%he'BfeAfip.QC 
Róme^ ftìll retained an igrioiabic attach aad^daljfiAgiWi^ 
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renoe /Qc.tK^ir.o^Ar» na^ÌQAal bi&opSft rMldimUiag,tQ their 
condu^, and owning them as faUicrs and^ui(i^ o£ t)ieir« 
refpedive churches-^. 

But as there is no. end of di vifion», when opce tlie uni- 
ty of a people is broken,, which is the only-xcn^^nt that 
feftens.all.fofcieti^s» fo this firft feparatiga from the Ria- 
raap epifcopac:y:foon: begat r another from all epif<;opacyt 
19 «general, through no^^lt^of the red^frntflor F^o^e(iant{ 
nations in Europe, efpecially in Scotland, th?.thfat^:e o£{ 
many bfick^ngs. aa4 aaimofities on this acc9u^t« of 
blpody cpa>hai{8, , and civil w;ar89 and finally» n9W'iqi,.thi&, 
yeaf, tl^ei.ft^g&of a b4urharo)J^.aiur4ejr comni^ti^d.ott the, 
ll^fop of, the^ chief muftijt.of arch^ilhop of th^t naitipn. 

]^c^;W4^;a n^9^ of an accUf^t^ and extraorcJip^ry fpirit,, 
apdv jp sh^^; very y OMtU. ga^yf ea^ly naaf ks. of a re&nfìdv ge-, 
m^kdJafcioic^s^to which, he., brought no fn>a}l repiit^tion; 
^^-hoiVOiAT' thrdi^gh the vailnefa of his abilities,, his^ 
jffpfi^Wid'Ji^mcnt» a(ui:d$xterop9f^gacit;y ii^ all thjngst 
lIlfttMW^rtopki 

XWft is. the ch#-#4ati»'giy^.lHgi.by tliofe ofr Wu nafÌ9% 
reiident here in Paris, of whom there, are alwayvS, gr^^i^ 
iW£kto[6;(^ a#iditft^ Ki^^iOf Frjigfie ^yere fo^mcrty . newer 
with<Mift a. fe)^ S«^r<i' ol. Sciats. ^\xm. t^Jioirv. p« j^pn% 
vJhich: cilftpm had been qW^-vcije^er fi^fr the reigct^, of, 
QiiAjrhftitibA Great», afià of. Achjaii*%,King. qf tji^; S$»l»>r 
hatiH^^.whaJii tW^ waft agr*<d. iQ>fn .i^t avfote*^ l^g^^i^ 
aad «»8i obfecvedr. thi^cHigb. thi^ f$4g^ of Qnife^}fi9rt|& 
Kii^ ofi lianoc». and fi^^jtnd-fort^y of $$o^fir>d«;. Th^ 
8eotoaiUftiiifedto>.feiid4h(9ia wixi\mfikfcj£% ì^-^hk?. ofj 
war ; nay, fo great was the »ffe<^on, ^nd fo, fiftflfeni^ tè^; 
&Utty:o£tthaft pcopk tOr ll»^ ilrm^b^ .tim ,wtHI9t.f|| one 
tHBe » wati> hai^ dmaàeofidt'EKaii^»». %ytM9ft.dl?NI» i^i^ 
lojiknD/dwiLcoi»l^y« hf9^Jvii«^4:tbeJi}fe^^^H^tii«Nh^ 
ibMhp«ti.Ì0 «tt&-hMl^::^/«i»t^:^i^.t^e^i^^ 
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tkrt V «* «aoArr time,^ fighting for the French againft ih^ , 
Engi^^ thongh inhabiting the {àme ifland with them*.. 
felv«5, they have had fourteen thoufand of their foMiers, . 
^tfa their kiiigt kiEed upon axe fpòt« 

'< And that*oatbing mi^t be wanting to confirm and e%, 
ftab)iA the frieadihip of nations, it was cuftomary to; 
nbke redprocal uìarrìageaone with another^ that ta the 
French and Scot» blood nsight be mutually mixed ia 
both couniiies. . 

' Thus Lewi» XI. when he was Dauphin of France, . 
mimed Margaret, daughter of James I* King of Scot* 
land ; at wEich time the grandees and courtiers of France^ 
in Bntt«tk>a of the dauphtn's example, (iuch ia th^ for^>. 
c^' Fhench X^ompkifaiiee) xsarried above an hundred aiid> 
férty Scots ladies of ^ftrtous birth and quality» among- 
whom were two fillers of the Scots queeo^ ooe becora«^ 
iiig Wife to^the Duke of Little Bretagne, theoither to» 
the Cou»t of .Flanders: The^cots nobility, oa the,.ON 
ther handy married many French ladies of gr^t extiae^ 
tlon, traiifporting them to Scotland, where they fettled, 
smd bore chiklren* 

' The Kings of France being moved with gratitude forx 
tlie frequent aids and good offices they received from the. 
Scotb, a«4dfo regardkigthé loffirs which the Seota had 
fuftained in their quarrels, aad< the ftri^ affiaitica» thaii 
\9>en made between the priiicesr nobles^ an4 other- people, 
of both «atioBs, reiblved to-teftify to the worid how ac«> 
ceptable this obfe^ioufnefs> of the Scots was to them^ 
bf honouring them with bttiefits and privili^es'ahpve ék 
o^r nations. 

' Therefore, fome of the Soots grandees^ wem made* 
great conftabtes of Fiance, which is the. greateft oAee: 
and -dignity- in the kingdom, next to that of. the fove» 
rtigttty MUf J others tvcrc nade nuiihaiis^ dukes^and^ 
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peers of France, getierals bf the French amrfes» viceroy* 
of tributary provkx^et and kingdoms : All the Scot$ i^ 
general ^ctt had frv high h^noar and efteem at the French 
court, and enjoyed the &me rights and jtnmnmtka ts the 
very' natiVed thcmfelvesy by the special grant of Henry 
II. but with this condition, that tbey.flu)itld perfever^: 
ID their fideh'ty and fmndftnp to the French, and tbatthtf^ 
French who dwelt in any part of Scotland ihoiild enjò]r; 
the fame rights and privileges as the natives of the co«fi« 
try. The Parliament of PariiB fubfcribed U> this grayit, 
and it was confirmed by Henry IV., about the year I599« 
Likewife Chaiies XI. confirmed to iht Soots met* 
chants aO thofe privHeget and unànumìes which their an^ 
ceftors had enjoyed, that they fliovld be ftee from all 
exaftions, impofts, and cnftoms, which are iifiiaB; paid^ 
for merchandifel. ' - 

As to the original rife of the Scots gmrda ab«ot the 
French king's perfon, I will tell thee as briefly as I can* 

Lewis, who acquired the title of famt, for warring in 
perfon againil the muiKilmans, when he marched towardt 
Paleftine, appointed four-and-twenty Scots foldters to 
have the guard of iSs perfon night and day ; Chartes V* 
augmenting their number to feventy-fix, yet ftiU. re&nr« 
ing this honour for the firft ^^ur-aad-twenty, that they 
(hould have the command of the reft. 

Thus the cuftody of the king's body remained wWi 
the Scots for the fpace of fcventy years and v^wardai^ 
Charles VII. being willing to oblige the French, appoint- 
ed a guard of them to be about his perfon nnder one 
ftandard ; Lewis X. added another ftandard | and Fntìf 
cis I. adjoined a thind;- but withoitt intrenching on: the 
prerogatives of the twenty ^fouf Scots, vrhvAi they AUl 
enjoyed by right of antiquity and prefcription, as aHu by 
the fan^ùon of fit» Lewis, for whom, the French fvokb * 
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a ^reat veneration*. Thefe twenty-four Scots kept the 
kqys of the royal palace after fiin-fet ; they alone guard- 
ed the king .when he was in the temple at mafs ; they a- 
lone carried the king> when the laws of the land, and the 
ceremonies of ilate required him to be carried on men's 
fhpulders; they guarded the. ihlps when the king went 
by water ; aqd to them were the keys of every town de- 
livered through rwhich the kjng paffed in his travels by 
land, with jnapy other iingular honours. 

But after the^death qfvHenryJL when the Earl of 
Montgomery, the laft comniander of the Scots guardst . 
wa?. removed from his office» and a French* officer plaqed . 
ov^r, them in. his Aea^> th^^.cpmpiand always fell intp^thc- 
h^nd^ ofrFfepphn^en^ who., by; d,^gijee^ fu^llituving thofle 
o^, their. owjt^. p^^i^on^ . in., the, rp^ift^o/^the .Scots who d}<d, 
it came. to pafs at. length that there remained but. a. very ^ 
fejv Scots in the,guards/jjan,d thpjfe w^re bereft pf^aH.th^ir 
ancient privileges. 

Pardon this tedipus digreffion»,gre.at.patriar<ph,of,the 
fajithful^ iince it contains fopie curious memoirs, in. it ; and, 
I^atjurally feU into it.by fpeaking of .thie Scptp, who^re... 
very numerous in Paris to t^is day^ and, frojipi . wjiopi. . I , 
lejirned^the for^goi^g^chara£ky ojFthejr murdered .arch- 
bifliop, who was the prime patriarch of. all. the landj^ hjs. 
ordinary title being Archbifhop of St. Andrews. 

This .great ap4 higheil ecclefiaftical dignity was. given 
him. by the prefent. King of England, a^ hjsjeturn.from. 
a twtjlve years exrile, as a debt, to his great abilities, apd 
a reward of hisi merits and fe^vices, in labouring might 
and. main to efft;<5i the, king's reftoration. 

Ffom the moment that he acquired this honour, fuch 
z% were equally, enemies to the government of kings and . 
. biihops perfecuted him with flanders and invedivcs ; the 
ftjrcets fwarmed^with libels, againii him, and men's tonguea ^ 
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were as bufy as their pens in railing at him, becaufe he 
was refolved to endeavour his utmoft that epifcopacy 
might be reilored in Scotland as it was in England, 
though it had been fubverted in both nations during the- 
ufurpation of Oliver the tyrant* It was this drew upon 
kim the. malice and revenge of the fedltious, and they 
fpared not in public to . threaten his death ; nay, fomc 
years before he was murdered, one of thefe furiofos (hot 
at him in the open ftreets of Edinburgh, but miffed him ; 
then the £editiou3 publifhed libels, wherein they gloried 
in the attempt, and only were forry that it took not cf« 
feiS^ they. alfo. propbefied that he (hould die a violent 
death j and it was eafy for them to prefage this which: * 
they were refolved to execute themfelves. 

Accordingly, in the 3d and 4th moons of 'this year, 
they, were ready to give the fatal blow, but his watchful* ^ 
nefs prevented them ; however, on the 3d of the moon of"* 
May, as he was travelling with his eldeft daughter in hi» 
coach, with two or three fervants attending liim, he was 
fet upon at mid-day by nine of thefc religious ruifians, ' 
who having firil wounded his beloved daughter, to en-* 
hance his dying grief, then packed and hewed him m a 
butcherly and, barbarous manner, till at length they left 
him dead or> the fppt. 

Venerable c^dilefquer, I pray God defend thee ffom 
popular envy, malice, and revenge, from the woundgi 
given- by the pens of libellers, and the tongues of the ' 
fpiteful ; but above all, I pray H^iaven guard thee from . 
bein^ maffacred by religious :affaffiins and bloody zeajots. , 
Pari*, 17 th of the ^th Moon, of the Year 1679. 
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XL— 7i Hebatolla, Mir Jbrgun^ SupeAor §ftbc Dsr- 
vlfes at Cagni in Natòlia* 

JL/OUBTLE8S Aere never was any creature formed of 
flefh and blood comparable to the Meilias, no mortal like 
the Son of Mary ; Jefus was replcnifhed With all the natu- 
ral excellencies and perfections of the-univerfe. 

I am not fo profane or prefumptuous as to think or 
fay any thing in contempt of Mahomet, though I take 
the liberty to celebrate the high praifes of the Word In- 
carnate, the firft-born, and moft illuftrious of all beings 
en this fide the Eternal Father 5 the Holy Ghoft itfcff 
comes behind him. 

When the Everlafting Intelleék had from indeterminate 
ages lain dreaming on the foft and downy bed of chaos, 
•r the lirft matter, in the grand cabin of uncircumfcribed 
darknefs, and enveloped with the curtains of old night ; 
when he had tumbled, toffed, and rolled from' fide to fide; 
when he had flretched his endlefs limbs for cafe, to ieck 
one comer of the infinite expanfe, where he might abate 
the fempitemal heat of love, at laft he fixed his foot up« 
0n the cool idea of this world of ours. 

Then fprang the Word from the all-fertile womb ; the 
Aelancholy fad abyfs rejoiced; for la the Word was 
light and life, which darting through the etenud heap 
of fluggifh and inadive matter, with divine chemiftry 
érft drew an cxtrad of tlTc pureft parts whiéh fbntiedthe 
firmament ; next rofe the fun, the moon, and ftars, and 
then the grofler elentents, with all their different pro*- 
dudions. 

Thefe are the generations of the univerfe, when, God 
made the heavens and tho earth, and the angela fiarted 
out of the grand energy like volatile fpirits fhnn Bahieo 
IkfortaK; 
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All things vifible and fnvifible proceed from the Word, 
and the moft excellent of created being» owe their origi*- 
nal to him that was the only inftrumcnt; by which the 
Eternal Architeft cantrived arid framed this vaft machine, 
fo incomprehenfible and glorious. 

O Hebatolla ! who can enough admire this mighty 
produci of the Eternal Mind ? And yet the greateft and 
moft excellent thrcatre of beings is hid from mortal cyc8# 
Therefore leaving thofe high «ind loft;y fpeculati'ons, let 
ps defcend to the Word Incarnate, or the Breath of God, 
walking and conyerfing pn earth with men, in the hum- 
ble difguife of fle(h and blood. The fame wasf the Mef- 
iias of the Chriftans, as the al^ofan ìq (eyeral places aiTures 
us, and the Chriftian gofpel of the Eagle confirms it, 
vhere it fays, ** In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was , with God, &€. and the. Word became 
fleih,, and pitched his tent among, us." . 

Poubtlefs he was conceived of tbq Virgin Mary by the 
fmell of that rofe which the angel Gabriel, brought t9 
her from paradife ; for h.c was not begot by the will of 
man, or through the luft of coiicupifeence, but by a fud- 
dcn infufion of the divipe virtue. The power of the Om- 
nipotent overihadowed, furprifed, and ravifhed the holy 
maid in a tranfport of joy ; fhctook the flower from the 
hand of Gabriel, which (he had no fooner fmelt to, bu,t 
ihe^was rea4y to diflblve and f^nt away in an ecilacy (^ 
love J but the angel cheri/hed her with coaafortabl|i.\Yord^, 
and (he became reiigned to the will of the. All-jnercifuland 
Gracious. . i, 

; At the end of mat months Jefus was born of her, not 
lafter the noanner of othec cbildreo ; for as the lk>ok ^ 
nyfterious feerets tells U8,.f^ He came forth from l^e- 
tween her breafts, wrapt up in a mantle of inempfic 
rofes.'' 



I4t LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. Vili. 

The daughters of paradlfe came down and waited on 
the virgin mother, at the hour of her unfpeakable child- 
birth ; they took the holy infant in their arms, and o- 
ver the vetture of his nativity they put on garments 
brought from Eden, robes of their own handiwork, and 
then they icd him with the wine and milk of paradife ; 
after they had performed what was neceffary to the in- 
fant Meflias, and his immaculate mother, the heavenly 
maids returned to their blifsful feats above, and fent- 
down Ariel, with a choir of angels, to declare the birth 
of Jefus to this world below, and to celebrate the high 
praifes of God : They were feen in the upper regions of 
the air, by certain fhcpherds who watched the flocks by 
night ; their voices were alfo heard from - afar, chanting 
aloud the hymns of Eden, and the fele6); anthems of pa- 
radife ; great was the aftonifhment of thofe rude and ig- 
norant mortals ; their eyes were dazzled at the luftrc of 
the heavenly troop, and their ears were raviihed with the 
fuperlative fweetnefs of the muiic ; thofe that were upon 
the roads of Judea, the caravans of Arabia, Syria, and 
Egypt, the travellers from Damafcus, Tyre, and SidoÀ, 
faw the furpri fi ng vifion ; they were equally feized with 
wonder and joy ; they heard the harmonious tongues of 
angels warbling forth immortal melodies ; then their 
hearts melted within them, and they proft rated themfel ve» 
on the earth, and praifed the Moft High, the King of 
all things. 

The fame of fùch extraordinary events Toon fpread 
through the adjacent regions, and to the utmoft borders 
of the South : The Magi of Pdrfia made a pilg^mage to 
Bethlehem, to vifit the infant Meflias ; they fefl down at 
the feet of the holy babe, prefenting him with gifts, gold, 
incenfe, and myrrh. 

2 



Book in. A stY At paris. 143 

Thus Jefus grew up, increafing m wifdom, knowledge, 
and virtue. 

r will not run over the hiftory of his life, having dobc 
that already in one of my former letters to th«e ; all that 
I aim at in this difpatch, is, to teftify the profound ve- 
neration I have for that moft Holy Prophet, who was ho 
other than the breath and word of God incarnate. It 
becomes all good muffulmans to fpeak of him with ho- 
nour and reverience, for he is feated on high, and in para- 
diCe, where are the approaches to God. 

O Hebatolla !. pray for Mahmut, that the entangle- 
ments of this mortal life may not hinder him from fit- 
ting with Jefus and Mahomet in the kingdom of cverlafl- 
ing blifs. 

Paris, 15th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1^79. 



XII. — To Kerker Hassah, Baffa. 

1 Hou required an account of the prefent ftate of Eng- 
land, with a charader of their king, in regard there are 
various rumours among the merchants at the imperial ci- 
ty, of certain commotions and rebellious effays of mal- 
contents in that'lfland. 

The name of the king who reigns there at prefent is 
Charles II. eldeft fon of Charles I. and heir apparent of 
the Britifli crowns ; for his empire confifts of three king- 
doms, which he has in adlual poffeflion, befidea-many vaft 
territories and dominions in America, not to infift on his 
titular claim to the realm of France. 

He is a prince of great wit and policy, rior of lefs cou- 
rage where a juft occafion requires the difcovery of that 
virtue ; he underwent innumerable hardfhips and misfor- 
tunes during his twelve years «xilc from his native throne, 
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foroed Uà-Aj into f<»KÌ^ countries by a prevailing £i&kin 
of rebels, tyrants» and ufnrpers ; of humour debonair and 
amorous ; much addlded to wine and women ; munifi- 
cent in his gift» and rewsnrds to perfons of. merit, and to 
tboie who hare the happtneiiB to pleafe him in his reaxa- 
tionst efpeciaUy to his concubines, who are moil of them 
.aobiy extra£ied. By thefe females he has had federai 
(bnsy who are all dukes and peers of the reahn ; he as in 
peace with all the world abroad, except the Moors oi 
Salice ; yet this prince cannot be called happy, in that 
he is harafied at home by domeftic feditions, faéHoot, 
plots, and confpiracies of his own fubje^s. 

Here is a report that the Roman catholics of that na- 
tion have lately attemped to take away the. life of this 
{nonarch ; whilft others fay this accufation is forged by 
their enemies, to render them odious, and that to this 
end they have fuborned falfe witnefTes to fwear againil 
them. One does not know what to believe among fo 
many contrary rumours ; neither does it much concern 
us that are muflulmans, whether party of thefe infidel» be 
right or wrong. 

This prince, as I have faid before, has feveral nations 
under his dominion, and it is thought he fcarce knows 
the jaft extent of his territories in America : There is a 
region in that continent inhabited by a people whom they 
call Tufcoraras and Doegs ; their language is the fatile 
as 18 fpoken by the Britifh, or Welfh, a nation that for- 
merly polfefl'ed all the ifland of Great Britain, but were 
by degrees driven out of it into a mountainous corner ©f^ 
the ifland, where their pofterity remain to this day. 

Thofe Tufcoraras and Doegs of America are thought 
to defcend from them, being the pofterity of fuch as fol- 
lowed the fortune of one Madoc, a Britifh prince, who, 
about five or fix hundred years ago, being difcontented at 
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bome» TefoiLvtd ox ff^idf»itorC9 lAmd; wlilr6ft>re, be-* 
Mg |u:oióded -with (hips, men,- snd aU t)tteni^eliàrte8, he 
maide. a yoyagetdwardi tiie Wdft over the Allude ocean, 
ootknovaing what wonid l>e the e<riiiit^f his undertaking ; 
li0wever^the asoonliadfcarcètwice^eoimpleted her voyage 
lbroi%h the zodiac, when an eod was put tahtr on the 
jisa, by. landing in America, where lie phrnted a colony 
of Britons, and then returned to hk native country; but 
fbon after he put to fea again, and failed dire^iy to the 
•fame place* What became of hkn a% rwarda n not cer* 
tftioI)f= known \ hut the iahalntantr o£ thatprovincehavie 
a tradition, <* that he lived to a great age, and faw hit 
peofde nkukiplied to oiany thouiktids before he died :" 
For in the fecond voyage he carried over Britiih women 
.witb him for the fake of pofteitty. They fliow his tomb 
to this day, vrith beads, cnidlixes, and other relics. 

It is certain that when the Spaniards firft conquered 
Mejuon». they were fiiq>rif«d to hear the inhabitants éif- 
eourfe of a ilrang^ peopk that formerly came thither in 
florr^ii^hs, who tmight them the knowledge of God amd 
of immortality, inftru6led them alfo in virtue and morali^ 
jty, and .prefcribed holy rites and ceremonies of religion. 
It is remarkable alfo, what an Indian king &id to a Spa<* 
j^niardy viz. f'That in foregoing ages» a Grange people ar- 
.rived there by Dea, to whom his anceftors gave hofpitable 
Oitertalnmeotit in regard they found dnem men of wit and 
courage, endowed alfo with many other excellencies; but 
he could give no accpunt of their originai or name." And 
^dontezuma, Emperpr of Mexico, told Fernando Cortez, 
the SpaniOi king's ambaf&dor, and general in thofe part», 
^ That his qivnan^eftors landed there at Grangers, being 
jCOndui^d'fay ascertain great man, who tarried there a 
•while, and tben departed, having left a confiderablennm- 
))^, of his followers behind hkn ^ After a year, he ie« 
Vol.VUL^ G 
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turned agai» with a gr«ater cortiparty ; atxi that fi:t)ni him 
the Emperor* of- Mekico derived their pedigree, and hit 
fttbjeél:» from tlie reft.'* The Bfiti(h language is fo pre- 
Talent here, th^t the very towtis^ bridges, beafts» birds, 
rivers, hills, Sec. .are caHed by Bntnfti or Welih names ; 
fnnà swcertain inhabitant of Virginia (a place fubjeft to 
the King of Great Britain) ftraggh'ng not long ago intti 
the wildentefs, by chance fell among a people, who, ac- 
eordtog to fome law or cuftom of theirs, condemned him 
/jrjM. to death,, when l^e,* in the hearing of them^ made h& 
prayer to God in the Briti(h tongtie, upon» which he was 
releafed.J 

Who can tell the various ti^fifmigratlons of mortalk 
»n earth, 'or trace out the true origittals of any people ? 
The whole globe has ftrffeted divers- chan|^s, and every 
^particular nation has had its metempfychofis. . What 
grcfws obfdlet^ and antiquated In one country becomes a 
new difcovery in another ; the hcmfe» of the living are 
built on the bones of thè dead | children lay the founda- 
tion of their grandeur in the ruin of their fathers ; and 
the generations to come will ptaftife this chcmiftry on 
our relics that are now living; they will extraffc thefr for- 
tune out o( our aflies. 

By the while ftdne which Adam brought with him 
out of paradffe, and which fell by inheritance to Abra- 
ham, Ifmael, and his offspring foi* ever-; that ftone which 
at this day lies under the mofqtie at Mecca, stnd grow» 
black by the touch of finnèrs ; I fwear the Arabians are 
itn aboriginal pec^le, a tiation eftàbliftied frofh all antiqui- 
ty, a ftayed race, not canted up and down hither and thi- 
ther by every caprice of fortune. 

Wherefore bè affurcd, noble Arab, t!iat htfìdtò my 
particular obligations, I honour thee for the fake of thy 
•defceiit', tliy puHfied Hood, and padflò temper j wifhkig 
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for nothing «lore ardenUy than the happinefs of klfling" 
the border of thy \reft in thia life, or at leaft of feeing 
ihec in the paradife of perpetual reft, from wbenoe ther« 
' are no farther tranfoi^ationa. 

Paris, ad of the nth Moon, of the Year 167^. 

XIH,— To tie mojt ^magnanimous and invmèihk F't/iei* 

AZEM. 

In the 4th moon of this year, I fent thee an account of 
the treaties concluded and publifhed between France and 
the Holbndersy as alfo of a peace eftablifhed with the 
Crerman ehipire ; now I (hall acquaint thee that a like si: 
greement is publifhed with Spain \ the two haughty mo- 
narcfas fecm pcrfcdly reconciled 5 and to convince the 
world that they are fo really, the King of Spain has mar» 
ried this king's daughter. 

The Mar(|ws dc; los Balbafes made his public entry in- 
to Paris on the i ith of the 6th moon, in quality of am^ 
bafTador-extraordinary from the cathoUc King ; and his 
. chief bufinefs. was, to teftify the fincerc joy and fatisfac* 
tion his mafter look 'in the hopea he had of feeing a lad- 
ing peace fettled» not only between thefe two crowns, but 
alfo throughout Eui'opc; that fo the Chriftian prince8| 
wh^fe arms had been hitherto employed againil one ano- 
th^r,.to the general detriment of Chriftfind9m, might now 
be united againft the common enemy, by which he meant 
the faithful Ofmans. Inr. order to this, he dcfired that 
the daugliter of France might be given to his mafler in 
marriage, as a confirmation of the peace between them. 
V This was foon granted him; and the news was no 
fooner arrived at Madrid, but the Spanifh king exprefted 
a more than common complaceiicy» caufing their 7*e Deum 

G 2 
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. to be publrcly fung, to give God thanks for fo great a 
ifappinefg. The ftrcets of Madrid were illuminated al(b 
.with all manner of fire-works ; but the ceremony of be- 
trothing wai not performed till the* 8th moon ; it was 
done at Fontainbleau, the court being there at that time, 
and the Mjrquis de los Balbafes was the King of SpainS 
proxy. After which time, Mademoifelle, as they called 
her before, held her rank at . court as Queen of Spain -; 
and fn that quality (lie received the compliments and ad- 
drefles of the Archbifhop of Paris, at the head of his chap- 
ter ; as alfo of the parliament, the chamber of accounts, 
the court of aids, the court of moneys, the untirerfity, and 
fo of the great council, and the French academy. Now 
'this great princefs is gone towards Spain, to take poffcf- 
fion of her new royalty, which is no better than a fpleti- 
did fcrvitude or glorious imprifonment during her'life ; 
for the laws and cuftoms concerning women are as fcvere- 
ly obferved in the court of Spain as in any part of that 
country, and the .queen heffelf is no more exenipted frona 
keeping them than the nieaneftpfher fubjeóU. There 
are certain fet hours, out of which (he canftbt fee lb much 
as the king himfelf ; for his time is parcelled out, and dt- • 
vided between the fervice of the public and of his own 
perfonal neceilities, the affairs of ftate, of religfoh,* and df 
nature ; fo that the queen mtift be altogether (hut np 
from the fight of men, unlefs it be when any ambaffador 
has audience of her, or when ftic goes to church, or to fee ' 
the public fport of bull-baiting, with -fuch like fpeékacles, 
or laftly, when her.confeflbr comes to vifit Mcr 5 at -other 
times (he is only a companion of women, a mere reclufc, 
chambered up in her own melancholy apartment, withoot 
tihe liberty of ranging tlie palace^ whereas, in France 
the women converfe with men, and go abroad when they 
pleafe^ with an unréftrained freedont ; they difconrfe of 
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ftate matters^ and of religion ; they undertake, to cenfurc 
both civil and canon laws^ .correal philofophy, and refornoi 
the onorala of the ancients ; in a word» the French ladies 
take a particular pride in appearing very learned' and 
knowing, as if they had been educated in the academies; 
they alfo go a-hunting, hawking, fifhing, and fowling» e- 
ycn as the men : There is hardly any game or exercife, 
iludy or recreation, which is not common to both fexesi^ 
whereas the Spaniih females are kept in ignorance» and 
have no more liberty than captives ; only/ as I faid» the 
queen is permitted to fee the bull-baitings, but it mud b^ 
in company with her hufband, as well as other ladies. , 
. This celebrated fport of baiting,^ or courfrng the. bull, 
is fo well known to thee who haft been an eye-wttnefs ai 
k at Tunis, and other cities of Barbary, that I need fay 
no more of it, but to obfcrve that the Spaniards firft 
.learned it from Uie Moors, when thofe Africans dwe^t 
among them, having conquered that kingdonu 
> But to return to the fervile life which the Queens of 
Spain lead ; They arc obliged to go to bed at a certaia 
^recife ftroke of tha clock every night, with this only 
difference, ^at it is an hour later in fummet than in win« 
ter. Beiides iier, there is no other married woman fuffer- 
ed to lie in the king's palace, Co that the queen is attend- 
ed only by virgins or widows; neither can ihe herfelf ever 
marry again after the king's 4catb ; and fo naturally jea* 
•ious are the Spaniards of their wives, that if the que^n 
fall into any difafter, by chance or confpiracy» as to be 
thvown down by her gennet, even to the breaking of her 
limbs and hazard of her life,, none of her pages, nor any 
other tnan whatfoever, dares to lift her up, or any other 
way aiM her, nay, not fo much as by ftgpping the horJ[e, 
if he ihouki drag her in the ilinrup, * Judge now, magni* 
ficent. viiier, whether it be a.'^ffirable thing for a Iu-eB<;lv. 

G 3 
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princefs to be made Queen of Sintia. A .princefs bred 
tp hi a court abounding with.allt forts of geatHefleSi gal» 
lantrksy and delightful liberties^ mutt needs tUnk hcrfdf 
in a monaftery, or fomc worfe place of confinement, after 
Ihe has been but a day or two in the court of Spain* But 
feafons of (late fuperfede all thefe incoavcmeDCiet. It ii 
the peculiar unhappiiKfs of the princes here in the Weft^ 
ilMrt they mairy for intereft more than for love» 

There is another matdi gmng fonrird between the 
Dauphin of Francei and the Princefs Amia' Mark Vi»* 
toire, fifter to the Duke of Bafvaria ; •Cheiie iflfidelt are 
uniting thetr (battered firèngths and intercfb i h looki 
as if they had fome fecret defign againft the true be- 
4icTèr8. 

IDuftrious prince of the princes who ferve the Gniad 
^ignior, I pray that the empire of the faithful may be 
exalted, and ftand firm till the angel of the cave (omd 
his trumpet. 

Parii> loth of the "x«th Moon, of the Year i^f^. 



XIV,— To the Fenerahle Mufti. 

That I may give thee a clearer idea of Rome's odgi- 
Hal, it is nec'eifary to ilep farther backward in antiquity, 
and cail owr eyes on the niins of Troy, fet on fire by the 
Greeks, and laid in afhes after a war of ten years, to rc- 
vehge the rape of Helena, wife to Menelaufi, whom Pans . 
the Trojan prince, and gueft to Menelaus, carried away 
with him by force. 

From the deplorable flames of Troy, Antenor and ^- 

• neas efca^ed, and got to fea ; the former being forced 

by diftrefs of weather on that part of Italy which ia now 

vnder the dominion of liPinice, wheie he bmit Badua ; 
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the laUear C9«»^ with a fleet of. t\yo-and4wcnty ftiips to 
LatiumXncMV cftUcd Campagna dl Romai and St. Peter^s 
Patrimonyy beifig tbe.eilate o£ the clfurch. 

At thai ùìm Latnuia, tb«.fop o£ Faunu^ or, as fome 
faf , of Hertìufes, reigned t& Latium» before wbom thecc 
bad be^n but §qwc kings in the country ; thofe were J*- 
nwh &m^n^%f BÌCU&» 9»i Fawitts* Whilft Janus reigned, 
Saturn b^og «iCpeU^ ky kk fpn Jufiiter, fled, to Italy:» 
where b^ng bpfpiubl)r r^ei'vedf h^ buik'.a c&itle,' calling 
it after èia own name Saturnini p ai length he obtained 
the kingdom of (iSitium, which he left to his fon Hcua, 
And he t^ Famnjis. 

In his time» Evand^ failed out of Arcadia* and carne 
to Italy, fixty years before the deftrudiofi of IVoy s he 
built «town caUed Palkiotium» whrre afterwards Rpmc 
was buih» Much about the i^me tune the PelagiaBB 
ivent out of The$dy into Epirus and Dodona firft, and 
then pafling over into Italy, joined them^lves with the 
abonginal Arcadians, who were got tbtther before thena; 
thefe united their forces, an4 exp^Un^d the- Sicilians froo» 
the cbuntiy, who paffiog over to Trinacria, o»* th^ ifland 
of Three Capes, gave it the name of Sicilia, which it re- 
tains to this day. When Evapder had been five years in 
Italy, Hercules, with a company of Greeks, landing on 
the fame {bore, was kindly entertained by him. 

At length the kingdom of Latium fell to L#tinus, in 
whofe reign ^ncas catne thither, and hi^ving entered in- 
to a league with Latinus, married his daughter Lavinia, 
from whofe name he called a town which lie built in thofe 
parts Laviniura. Then Turnus, King of the RutuU, be- 
ing angry that Latinus had given his daughter tg a ftran- 
ger^ rather than to him vvho* vas a native,, and to whpm 
fee was before betrothed, invaded his country ; ba% the 
KjuIuH were overcome in hÉple, and . both Turnus and 

^4 , :\:. . 
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Latmug loft their lives, fo that the kingdom fell to iE- 
ncas ; btit he enjoyed it not long 5 for the RutuH, at • 
three years end, came againft him, under the condu6fc oF 
Mczentius, King of the Tyrrhcnrtins, nowcdled TuCcans; 
and ^neas being killed in the battle, l^is fon Afcanius 
.took pofTeffion of the kingdom. He having made peace 
with Mezentius, and quelled the reft of his enemies, biiflt 
a city which he called Longa Alba, the thirtieth year 
from the building of Lavinium. In this city of Loilga 
Alba, there reigned after Afcanius fourteen kings, even 
to the time of Romuhis, and the foundation of Rome ; 
the fourteenth of thcfe kings was Amulius, who over- 
reached his brother Niimitor, to whom the kingdom be- 
longed by right of primogeniture ; and to be fccurc of 
all things, he made Sylvia, the only daughter of Numi- 
tor, a vcftal, that he might have no fear of Numitor*a 
pofterity ; yet Sylvia was got wit^h child by foftiebody, 
»nd brought /otth twins, who were called Romidus anii 
Remus : Thtfc were expofcd to the wide world by the 
command of Ring Amulius, and privately nourilhed by 
Fauftuldsj^tfll they came of years ; then being informed 
of their birth and extradlion, with the true ftate of things, 
they flew Amulius, and rcftored their grandfather Numi- 
tor to his kingdom, in the lecond ' year of whofe reign, 
Romulus built the city of Rome. 

In the^elghteenth year of his age, Romulus was fainted 
king, when he had killed his brother Remus, for leaping in 
contempt over the diteli he had made round the city : Thus 
he confecrated the fortifications of the city with his own 
blood. But all this while Romulus had built but the 
fliadow of a city, fince there was no Inhabitants to people 
and defend it ; however, he quickly pitched upon a me- 
thod to fupply this defea ; there was a grove hard by, 
which he made a fanduarf^for all perfons in diftrefs, and 



w^o were willing tp m^ke. tiicir. fortunes upon hazard : . 
^ This was- proclaimed in the neighbouring regioBi, ^ndan 
innumerable multitude of cjir^inals, debtorst and.malcon- 
. tents, docked thither, irooa all parts, beiidlea fhepherds 
. and other pcrfous, whooidy through a aatural inconftan* 
. cy fought a change of life ;' fo that there wa$ a gallimau- 
fry of Trojans who came over with jEneas, of ArcadiajBS 
who followed Evander^ and of feveral other nations, be- 
lides the natives of Tufcany and La^um ^ out of thef», 
as out of fo many elements, Romulus extraded the body 
of a commoay^ealth ; but he conHdered withal, that this 
, c^ew republic could not fubfift beyond the age and lives 
pf ^hofe men who formed it, they being without hopi^s 
of pofterity, as having no women among them i Ta pro- 
vide for this inconvenience,. they treated with the border- 
ing people about marriages,, which being denied thej», 
they had.recourfe to flratagcms and violence; they invit- 
ed the Sabines and othtr neighbours to .come and fee- 
.fome plays,, which they promifed to exhibit in honour of 
Nepti^ne. 

The bait took, and multitudes of both fexes, efpecially 
the younger fort, thronged thither to be fpeftators of the 
Roman novelties ; when on a fudden, a certain figliai hie- 
ing given, the Romans leaped from their places, and rufh- 
ing among the ilrangers, every man feized the female that 
bed pleafed him, or that ^ft came to hand, and made her 
his wife. . ' 

This was the» caufe of fpeedy wars; for theneighbour- 
ing people,, who had been thus robbed of their women, 
took up arms to revenge the injury; but they were rout- 
ed, put to Bight, and one of their towns laid waile ; the 
Romans alfo took rich fpoils from them, which they con- 
fecratc^ to their g(;^d8. 
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In the mean time the city of Rome was delivered into 
tlie hands of the Sabines, by Tarperà a tirgin, who, ad 
fome fay, was corrupted whh gold by Tàtius, the captain 
of the Sabfnes ; whilft others affirm that ftie did it inno» 
cently, and with a dcfign to fave the city, inftead of be- 
traying it ; for fhe afked, as a reward of her £uppo£^d 
treafoii, the (hiclds of the Sabines, thinking, that bekig 
thu3 in part difaiined, they might eafily be overcome by 
the Romans; 'bat they, fenfifale of her.ftratagem, promif- 
ed what fhe demanded, and performed it accordingly, but 
in fuch a' manner as plainly difcovercd their revenge of an 
injury, )-atlier than their gratitude for a kindnefs ; for 
they threw their Shields fo thick upon her, that they preff- 
ed her to death. 

; Then entering the city pell-mell, there commenced a 
furious battle between th'é Romans and the Sabines ? the 
ftreets flowed with blood, fill the wives of thp Romans, 
for whofe feke this war began, came tearing their hair, 
and I'unning between the two armies, at length brought 
them to a truce and agreement : Then a folemn league 
was made between Romulus and Tatius ; and what is 
more wonderful, the Sabines leaving their native feats, 
came i^ith all their wealth to live in Rome, communicat- 
frig part of their riches to their fons^-in-law by way of 
dowery. 

The^ forces of the Romans being thtrs increafed by the 
acceflion of the Sabines, Romulus apph'ed himfelf to the 
public adminiftration Vtth all care^ and poKcy i He ap- 
pointed the youth to be always in ^rms on* horfeback, 
that they might be conftaiitly upon their guards and rea- 
dy equipped againft the fnrprifes of war ^ that the chief 
council of the commohweahh ftiould confift of the feniors^ 
who were called fathers for their authority, and» fenators 
for their age.^ \ J*' 
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Affiurs being thus dtfpofed, one day, whe» thcr« wa» 
a full fenate, Romulus being prefent was on a fudden ta- 
ken from their fight : Some think he was murdered by 
confpiracy, and cat inte fmall pieces by the fenaton^ o» 
ihers fay he was poifoned; but the genewil i«port*.was 
that -lie was deified. Julius Procahis was the author of 
this, who taking notice that there arofe a violent tempcft 
at the fame inftant that Romulus di&ppeared, and thslt 
the fun was juft then eclipfed, infmoated to the people 
that Romulus was become a god ; «ay, he took an oath» 
that he iaw himin a much more auguft'form than whilft 
he- was a mortal; and that Romulus commanded them to 
adore him for a god, affirming that he was caUed Quiri- ' 
nus in heaven, and afiuring them that Rome fiiould con- 
quer the whole earth. . 

Numa Pompilius fucceeded Romulus, being invited to^ 
the kingdom by the Romans, who had a veneration for 
him on the bare fame, of his fanétity arid religkm : He 
taught them holy rites and ceremonies, with wliatfotver 
pertained to the worftiip of the immortal gods ; he di- 
vided the year into twelve months, and appointed the ho- 
lidays ; he ordained the pontiffs, augurs, falil. With other 
ranks of priefts; he gave them the Ancilia and Pathidìum,. 
which came down from heaven ; and he inftituted the* 
veftal fire ; in a word, he perfuaded them, that whatfo^*' 
ver he taught them, he received from the goddefk Egeria, 
and this wrought ftì efficacioufly on the minds of f»hc 
rude aàd ignorant people, that they came at length to 
govern that empire with juflice and religion, which they 
got by robbery and opprcfiSon. 

Prince of the muftis, I wjll refcrve the tdt of the Ro-- 
man hiilory for another-difpatch*. ' ' . 

Paris, 9th of the id 'Moon, of the Year 168^ 
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'■' XV.-itii'WiLLiAM VosfEL,a if^Jw/^ of Aujirìa. 

. Jl Hr Jaft: letter jippears magKlenal and peremptory» like 
A. fummaas &«knri«tke inquilition : Thou requirefkain a$- 
cosQt ^f cny faitft^ apd wliat idea I have «f rdlgion, f«- 
i^Qàvng, that I am inch'aed to hcrefy. This proceeds 
from the freedom I formerlj took in difcouriing agniaft 
the pope's JnfaUibilky, the newly canpnifed £iaint$y and 
the.docbrine of Nofalvatioa oat of the Roman church* .1 
fee thy zeal makea thee peeviii and morofe ; indeed it fs 
a ^ace that foon turns four, if it he not kept in a clean 
àeart, and a temperate air, free from the. vapours «^f fti* 
pjBrilkion.; hòw«ver, t am nnlllfig to fatisfy thy demand 
ZA weil as I can, and tranfmit my ibul to thee iii efiigy* 

Though we cannot pourtray negatives, yet cvgry pic- 
ture hai ks back fide» whefeoa the cunning painter may 
draw Ui6 reverfe of his firil defign, or at lead the fpe<^a- 
tor's 'imagination lAay fuj>ply the painter's office^ and 
Uam ideas quite contrary to die original piece. That 
thoa mayeH therefore the better cj^mprehend what I am 
ixL poipt of rehgion and faith, I wiM firft repreiient. what I 
am not. 

. Cuneet^e^then, that I am no narrow-fouled Jew, who 
«oil fines falvation to the Uneage of Jacob, and lays an Ite- 
teditory claim to heaven, becaufe for the wickednefs af 
bis- execrable race, he is not allowed to poflefs a foot of 
land on eatth ; w)^ to ftrengthen his title, produces the 
feheme of his genealogy^ proving that he defcended in a 
xjght line &om one of thofe parricides who murdered the 
.Meilias, and for tlmt reafon avouches, that paradife is ^n- 
taifed to him, among^ the reft of hisbrethren^ on the£cpre 
rf his forefatkers merit. 

Neither am I a QhrifUan hypocrite^ who. mocks him- 
'HA, add all tliat iiee himy;^lth his empty fomialities ; 



who.cQoftaotly calk upon Jefus. every. moi^tpg. to ^oi^ify 
his cefolution of finning againd God before night ; who 
^resDOt the pi|tieix:e of the faint» apidaft^ls. witfit ihe 
•crambo of bis vain repetitionSf his jive MarioM^.Qm.pm) 
n^hisr and the refi of his religious jargon ; ndbo- goes ^to 
i^hondi. th^kt he may get the iehip4iandfof jdie^deril^ and 
^meeting bin» on holy ground^ may whifper treafop agaiiiR 
.Grod AUuighty ofep his beads, or his prayei)-booà,^as the 
GermafiS do againft the. emperor QTer theic botticy fié 
rifai without any obfervtktors or telltaks* 
— 1 am m> worfliipper of iwagca, pickuits, old rottai 
•womi>eaten bits of wood, or other pretended relics 'of 
« Chrid and his faints ; I cannot be pcrfbaded that God is 
well pleaied to fee me make a fool of myfelf»! and trot up 
and down in pilgrimage, to hoaour five «r fix (ham 
.heads.of St. John the Baptifti for ia fo maoy &wial-pia« 
ces do. they ptetend to (how that one facred reHd, whieh 
cannot be multiplied ; neither can I believe ^e miracu- 
lous vegetation, and conftant growth of the crafs, whieh 
they pretend to (how whok and entire at Cefarca^ whilft 
"^it is exhibited alfo in millions of pieces throwgfaoiJHb Chrift- 
endom, fo that there is fcarce a Chriftiaa gentlematf .of 
any quality in Europe, Aiia, Africa, or Amerk»» who 
docs not boail his ihare of this wonderful reliò ( if «Il 
which pieces were put together, they would pvobaWy 
ntakc a thou£ind fuch crofTes as that which ia kept in ij^a* 
leftine for the fuppofed true croOs whereon Jciu^ fufieirH 
death, and yet they are all faid to be cut ^ff iro^ tjhèt* 
Indeed, Father WilHam, i have no great ffcounach ;to 
fwallow down thefe great wooden fiibles ; the yeiy chjpB 
ace enough ta choak me ; but then <:oìIì€s tb» milk ^f 
the bleffed virgin to my relief, wkh which I may ^fe 
' my unbelieving.' throaty almofib in every pariih ok a^onaftic 
church I c<|me at ^ for I dai^iay th^re w mvpfd Itóito 
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b€ found ia Xiidi places,» thaa an Hungana» cow wmdd 
gite in (ertn years together; but it curdles ki my fto- 
machf and makes me fick: Tlie Tery Mea of thele ch3d- 
abfitrdities is as operative as the draught of an antknonÀl 

It would be too tedious to turn up aU the negative fide 
of my religiofiy and expktn in an hundred more particu- 
lars what I am not : let us^ now therefore reverfe the ta- 
])kt, and (e^ what I poiltively am. 

And here I am at a lofe for a compendious title or 
flame to give myfelf, feving that of a Chriftian ; for I know 
not to what more particular predicament I belong. As 
for the dtìftinguiflung charaderiftics of Papift, Proteftant, 
Lutb^rafli Calvinii^» Socinian, Sec. I efteem them no ©- 
lèierwiic tiian the brands of ib many religious factions 
m thtf 'ehuftfh $ and the particular title of Roman Ca- 
tiralic 'looks like a folecifm in common fen fe: I would 
therefore be taken for à Chriftian^ who neither makes 
pottiesy nor fides with any ; but, honouring Jefus as our 
common lord and mafter, I •ndcavour to obey his laws 
peaceably and iike a loyal fubjeét. 

. ^ I kty ioF a foundartion of all my praftice toward men, 
«bis gsolden rule which he gUve us : ** Not to do that to 
«Hiother^ i^ich I would not have done to m;ffel£.'' Up- 
ton» ÙÀ8 :bàiÌ8 is built thè whcfle fabric of human jiiftice, I 
^endeavour to regulafe my own paffions, and to bear with. 
tiiofe o# "Others ; to be angry with myfelf for the leaft 
|feccadiilo, but to frame excufes for the errors and offcn- 
oes wbicfe my neighbour commits. Here rifes the fuper- 
ftrii8)|iFe of all virtue, fupported by patience, hope, and 
feith> cemented by éharity, meeknefs, and temperance, 
and adorned all ove* with good work&. 
. In ri' Word, Tathèr William, thd Turn and fubftance of 
ili9r«e%ioii c^Ms in fbefe few. rule»: To fcar God,. 
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ferv« my ki»g, honeiir and dbey my parents^ loft niy 
frieads, and to do juftice to all men, witlioat troubHog 
myiielf about em^y formalities, and ii«€(fl^ c«r«tnofiies, 
on benig concerned in what nation, ditnatc, or £ociecy of 
Chriftians I live, fince God rcgarSs not one man more 
than another for tbf fe exterior diffi^rences. 

Reveread monk, adieu ; aad from what I have faid, 
condade ftie a catholic in the propereft fedfe. 

Paris, 26th of the «d Moon, of the Year 16S0. • 



XVI. — To M.trRAT Bassa. 

X HEV are extremely merry here in Paris 5 nothing but 
dancing, fmging, roari«g, drinking, riflgiag of bcHs, • 
making of bone/ires and other iUuminatio«9i ih^otiag 
of guns,, flirting about fquibs, crackers, fergeats, roic- 
kcts, and all manner of gun* powder compolitions. If, ft 
ihouid hold buj: two hours longer, I believe tiàey would 
be in danger of runuiiig all «nad. This is the .hour of 
midnigiit, aiid yet they are in the height of thtir. joJHty, 
which is not cuftomary in thefe wefl&rn parts, thidHgh to 
wonder in the EalL I wifli.Ui,cre.wcrc an armjf of Qt- 
tooians near us ; I would giv. them the iìgnal^ aod fhow. 
them the way, when and how to. enter the tQwn, and. 
t^ke pofitifion. of the i^dieil ci^r^in France ^ .for they 
fufpeflt nothing, ahd the very guards thcmfelwes aire all 
drunk; it were an .eafy tiling to futprife them, »&d tadke 
theu\ napping; BiA there is a time and a cfeaage for all 
things under the moon» and tliis is their, lilcky feafon. 

Woukilb th^u know the occallon of all t^iisjoy and {c-^ 
cunty I It is double i of one fide the news pontes roiling 
"from Spain. of thi? new .queen fouoi thmt-i.^aà on the 
other h^ jtìiiìy .^ate tr^nfjjpj;ted,witb itJI^^wia^Qf 
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Mgnfcigaeur the Daiiiihin of Fraoce with, the Princeb 
Anna Maria Vidoire, fxfber to the Duke of Bavaria. 
. I mc9tioned that advances were made in order t» tl»s 
match the- latter .end of the foregoing year ; the fame- 
Was cojiiplcted in all its ceremonies on this very day. 

The French king parted from Verfailfes aboat the be- 
ginning of this moon, with the dauphin his. fon» to meet 
the princefs : Their firll interview was at a place called 
Vitry. As foon as the dauphinefs (for fo we mull call 
her now) faw the king alight from his horfe, fhe leaped 
out of her coach, and threw hcrfelf upon her knees ; but 
he foon raifed and embraced her with royal carefTes, cx- 
preffii^lke /mighty j&y he f«k at this firft %hè of her, 
on whom refted the hopes of France for heirs to the 
crown. Then he profented the dauphin to her, who alfo 
was not wanting on his part to difcover the fentiments he 
had for a princefs of fo -great birth, merit, wit, and vh> 
tue; 

The queen did not fee her daughter-in-law till they 
came te Chalons, and there fhe carelTed her with all 
lendemefs imaginable in out>yard appearance ; but God 
knows what is in the hearts of thefe royal fouls, *or how 
long their friendship may laft. 

The ceremony of the efpoufals was performed at that 
town yefterday by the Cardinal of Bouillon, grand almoner 
of France, in the chapel of the bilhop's palace ; and to- 
day, as I have faid, he fìnifhed the whole bufinefs in the 
temple of the Virgin Mary, the chief cathedral of this 
city, in the prefence of the king and queen, with divers 
lords and ladies of the court. There were other bifhops 
to affift him, whofe titles I have forgot, but I think they 
were of Orleans and Condonri : This lail makes ^ conii- 
derable figure in the kingdom, and is created firft almo- 
j|a to Msàsm the Pauphiaefs. He appcurs very zeakws 
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in: coiavcrtitig die huguendts ; aiid T have a great deal 
Hioreto fay of Kim than J have time to write now. 

Affare thyfdf that I cherifh a profound reQ)eft for 
thee ; and that as I never was, fo I never will be defec- 
tive or tardy in fending thee thy proportion of weftem in- 
telligence ; for I muft divide it among the baifas and 
other minifters of the Porte, 

Reft contented with thy ihare, and in the name of God 
farewel. 

Paris, 8th pf the 3d moon, of the year i68o. 



B O O K IV. 

LETTER L— 7i Hamxt, RsU EffenA^ PnwipdSecrt^ 
tary of the Ottoman Empire* ,i 

By the mofque of Suhan Jub, 1 fwear thefié petty re- 
publics of the Franks are not worth a muffulman's 
thought ; however,' to fatisfy thy curious and inquffitivé 
genius, I wQl (ay fomething of each as briefly and com- 
pendioully as I can. ** 

In my two laft, I diTcourfed of the United Nether- 
lands, and the Swifs Cantons 5 now I will ferry thee over 
the Leman Lake, and land thee in Geneva, the mothet', 
nurfe, and centre of the Calvinills. Thefe are a fort of 
proteftants, dilTentlng from the opinions of Luther and 
his affociates, who was the iirft author of what they call 
the Reforn\ation here in Europe. 

Th^ city of Geneva is very ancient, and was not 
young in the time of Julius Caefar, as appears by his 
Commantaries, where he makes mention of its being fear- 
ed on the river Rofne, juft at the entratice of the Leitìéi 
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Lafce^ k ftaÀdft very pienfaiitly, and Has a festik foril 
round aboiit k^ where Cer«s fti^ìves to outdo Bacchus in 
her Hbo'alities ; for though tHere be very good vincyàrd& 
i» thefe partSy yet. not in {p great plenty as to match 
tbc aboadancc o£ com, pnUV, hay, oats, melons, and 
«U manner of hAs and fi^ts that the climate irfua% 
bears. 

The ak is pure and wholcfome ; the trtster is aot fo 
cold as in*Germany, nor the fummer fo hot as m Ibme 
parts of France. 

The people arc generally corpulent, morofc, inhofpi» 
taUe*ttf ftrangers, efpeclally to thofe of the Romaa 
dRVca, "fvliofii tliey always fufpcft as fpies; they are 
very frugral, continent, and fober ; and, above all things^ 
they affeék a fingular gravity iii their carriage and garb* 

As for riches they can boaft but little ; and were it 
npt for .their art in making filks and printing books, of 
which infinite quantities and numbers are exported to o- 
ther QatioDSy this commonwealth could not fi^p^rt M 
^wn charges. 

Xnd^ tKeir military ilrength la confiderable for tlie 
b%Befs of the j^ace, the city being fenced by fiatuj-e as 
well as art with impregnable fortifications. They keep 
an exquiiite watch pn the wsdls, and at the gates; aeither 
can any fordgncT have entranc-e or lodging there without 
Ufidcrgoing a Tevere fcrutiny. They have a magazine itt 
tì^Q ^y, furnifhtó with all forts of arms, and with every 
. thi^ig that is neceifary to fullain a long fiege : Add to 
this, the friendfliip and patronage of the French kingsj 
who have for many years (heltered this little republic 
from the invafions and incroachments of theDuk^ of Sa* 
«oy, who claim a title to it. 

There were formerly three forts near the town,' in the 
p^fTeflioa of the Savoyards^ which much annoyed the 



bhabitfuits, and thmt^oed the rain of the city itklS$ 
with the flkot of great brafft ordnaQce> which were placed 
there lor that purpofe ; but Henry IV. of France took 
one from the Duke of Savoy», and deino^ftied it in the year 
1600; he alfo cauled another to be pulled dowio, which 
c^fuaUy «fkdaniaged the oppofite fide c^ the city ; and a 
third the inhabitant» themfelves laid even with the 
grmtnd, being aided by the French. 

If thou wouldft know by what titk the Dukes of Sa^ 

voy pretend a right to Geneva, I will tell thee in a fe«r 

wordi : . In ibrmer times there was a feud Vtween the 

CouBti of Geneva aad her Bifliops about tbegov«tnaieat« 

each clajmiiig it as his due i At length a certain bifliop 

procured the princ^ality of Geneva from Frederick L 

^£mptror of Germany, This occaiioned a civil war be- 

. twecfi hiai and the Count of Genewi which lafting many 

^cars, and confuming the money and forces of*thetowi|, 

the inhdntantSy with the confc»t of the biihop, impbrod 

Ike proleSioo of the C(Hint of Savoy» He raifed a^ 

army» and maidxed againft the Count of Geneva, lakiiig 

many towns and' fortreFes from him which belonged to 

Ike- republic i then he advanped with the army near tp 

-the waHs of Geneva, more like an enemy than a friend tp 

the biAiQp and people ; for not content witjb his new 

«onquefls,. hie demanded as much money as would quit 

the. charges he had been at in this expedition. The hi» 

. -fliop reprelented to him, ", That he ought to be content 

with thofe plapes he ha'd won, and that they fliould be 

acknowledged feudatories pf • Savoy ;'* but this did nqft 

fatisfy die greedy count,- who threatened tlve city if thtff 

would not reimburfe him with money. The irihabttants 

being poor, and fearing worfe confcquences ftould they 

proToke this prince too far, at laft agreed vrixk htm, 

*t That he ihould poifcfs as mach right in. the cily as the 
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CkHintaof Geneva had done before thi* war began ;'^ 
aad tbis was done: by way of pledge or mortgage* The 
Savoyard thefefore^aUrmg the city whh hk forces, op« 
prefTed the inhabitants with cruel tyranny ; fo that beii^ 
provoked to defperàte cottHesy they eon^ired together» 
tod t^^e rather to caU back die Cotint of Geneva toko 
native poffeffion» from which he had been violently cad 
oat by the ufurping biHiop, than to . fubUkk to a foreign 
jtsrifdidion» which began fo early to afBi^ thetn with in- 
fopportaUe calamiues. 

But this, kdead of a remedy, proved an aggrayatkHi 
of their nusfortunes; for the Count of Geneva comittg 
•againft him of Savoy wkhfome forces, was overcome la 
battle, and fo Geneva was reduced to greater ftraita tfaaa 
before ; for the Gavoyaids entering the honfef of the 
citizen^ drew the confpirators from their IsrBing holes, 
and killed them, commitdog a thoufand other infideacies 
againft the inhabitants ; nor did this ceafe tfll the whole 
race of the Counts- of Geneva was quite cictind* Then 
Amadeus, the Count of Savoy, finding that ftillr the 
Bifliop of Creneva gave him as much trooble as 1^ 
counts had don^ before, obtained of the Emperor 
Charles IV. to be made vicar of the empire in his pro* 
Tinces, thinking by the greatnefsof this. tide and author 
tity to fupprefs the power of the biihop ; but the ecide- 
fiaftic prince fo ftrongly oppofed the fecalar, that he 
maintained his own- jun£di&ion» and the liberty of the 
people, till the time of Amadeus VIIL who was his 
fuccefTor, and the fìrd who was created Duke of Savoy» 
being afterwards cleélcdto the papacy» which he enjoyed 
by the name of Felix» Before his aiTumption to this 
height of ecclefìadic dignity, he had obtained of Pope 
Martin the jurl£dI<5Uon of Geneva in temporal matters i 
but he found as much trouble in it as his.predece£roxa.liad 
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éone before; and fo liave ail hiB.^ticeèfibf ft to thk "very 
day ; for, though they boaft of the titk, yet they have 
no more authority in . the towa than the King* of Ban* 
lam» ' 

. iTbb city i& .governed by a fyndic» and ^tweiity^five fcf 
naitors». who meet every day to confalt abont the affain 
of the commonwealth» and to decide allcaofesi whether 
criminal or civ3. 

It fa thek. chief intereil to hold a good correfpoodence 
with France, without whofe protedlioq they would fuffer 
msmy iajune» ; therefore the better fort, as it were by 
wayiof dattery and complasfance» dreft thoi^ehes after 
tàe -Ereitch faihionsr and make u£Ì6 of that languagcr» 
tàoitgh.ii»pierfeé^ly^. in all their ietxers aad.converfatioo» 
bat ^kc vernacular is the ènne with that of Savoy* 

Accomplished mtnifter, in regard thou com^laiiieft of 
the le&gth of- my letters». I will hereafter be more con» 
etfe, and. tcfrelh thee often with brief aceountè of the 
ftHeB xaEarope yet remaiaing to be Tpoke of. 
. . In the mean time^ think «f doing poor Mahmut fome 
kind offiée in the dtvan, for I am macerated with zeal» 
care,, iicknefs, aad old age. Surely I cannot live muck 
longer, or rather I ihalhnot be much longer a-dying ; for 
this raoirtal ^ is but death in maCqueràde. 

' Paris, 4th of the ^th Modn, of the Year i6?o. 

• ' •'■Ì ' ' '■' " " ■ "■ 

11. To Ac H MET BasSA»^ 

SoMi ilaaxims of ftate or religion, which you ^^cslt^ 
^for they are much one) have moved the King of France 
to puMilh a decree, which they cdll a regulation, where- 
4jy he reftraias the huguenots from ceftaiu liberties and 
privileges whidi they enjoyed before. 
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If thou woaldft know the diaraàer of thefe huj^» 
AOts, I win give It thee as well as I can, not; perfe^ and 
fttU thou mayeft fwear, but tnic, as far as it gc^s. 

In the firft place, therefore, it is neceflary fot th^e to 
ktiow, that about two handred yearrs'paft,** certain friar, 
or dervife in our ftyle, minied Martin Luther, hchtg of. 
fended at his iord and mailer the Pope or Bifhop of 
Rome, fet up for himfelf, as the only preacher, doéUnv 
reformer, and apoflte of that age ; he drew abundanoe of 
people after him, and not a few princes and nobles ; the 
known fcandalous vices of the Roman clergy, on one 
fide, and the epidemical inclination which moitak have 
tar novelty on the other, facilitated his innovation. He 
grew famous in Wirtembcrg, Augiburgh, aad other 
parts of Germany where he lived 5 in a wond> his new 
doftfines were like an earthquake to the whole empfre i 
he ftflggercd many wife and honeii men, and ovcrUirew • 
whole ttioufands of fools and knareB* 

Among the reft, of th& laft gang^ one Calvin cmbneei 
Luther's tenets, a very learned man, and of great abili- 
ties, but very parti<il, revengeful, and auftere in bis hu- 
friour : At firft he wsis very zealous and uniform io mil 
things, according to the model of his iipftatt mafter, but 
upon fome difpUTfe between them, he takes Tmi^ flings 
off the yoke, and revolts from his new diredor. There 
have been feveral fuch hot-headed fparks fmce that time, 
every one afpirijrg at the charaAer of an apoftie or pro- 
phet 5 Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, Mefendhon, Bucer, 
Beza, and a rabble of other new lights and faviours of 
the world. 

Now the huguenots, as I am informedi are the ££** 
ciples of Calvin ; fo is die commonwealth of Gonevv^ 
with fome part* of Swifferland, Hplland, -and the cothh 
try of the Grifons j -As for England, Swedofaod, Den» 
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-mavkf Norwray, Saxony, Brandcnbnrgh, and Heffe- 
CafiTd» they are alt Lutherans, faving that the Englifli, 
vFhom I firft mentioned, have made twcWe feveral altera- 
tions Ml their r^h'gion fince the days of. Liither, 

It is obfervaWe of that nation, that they are flexible, 
and receptive of any foreign hnprcffion. The French 
fay, ** The Englifli wonld as foon emlira^ Mahometan- 
ifm a^ any other religion, could ye but once get -the 
length of their foot." This is an Énghfli adage. It is 
certain tiiey are af tcry mutable, inconftant, rebclhous 
l)eo)}le ^ they farfeit on the plenty which nature hath gi- 
ven them, which makes tlicm ftitt utteafy, dtfcontentedj 
and delicate •; they fpew out their own happineft to eafc 
the flomach of that intemperate nation, and prepare it 
for foreign (haiH-banquets of magicians : Of old they 
were brave, artd ftedfaft to their principles ; then their 
-nenown w^s fpread far and wide; ** when a baronet of 
England (as it is recorded in the hfftoriefs of France, 
Which *mnft be impartial in this point) killed five-and- 
twcnty Frenchmen, among whom were two marquife8> 
four knights, and nine nobles of the leffer order." 

Bat now they have quite loft their ancient fan),c and 
^our ; they are Corrupted vnth a thoufand debauche- 
ries ; they arc as fickle as the wind, and as moveable aft 
the duft it raifes in the ftreets ; in fine, they arc nothing at 
hll but the oUoquy and fcorn of other nations. ^ 

But to return to the French huguenots, and Calvin 
their niaftcr : I was once acquainted with a very ancient 
^ervife, or friar, when I firft came to Paris, who confi- 
dently affirmed, that he had often heard his own father 
fay, ** That Calvin, in his prefencci once thruft his right 
hand into the fire, l^rifhing it had been bui*nt to afhes, 
when ft direéled his pirn in writing againft the real prc- 
ficnct of the body of Jefus the Meflras, in the facrament 
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^^', the altari but «fince be Had wriUen tbat fiiUl treaufe» . 
bc^qiul^^ da Dp Icff iahoa^uc than defend it to the hA*'* 
. lÀnd. y.9t tjiiis is pae 9f the cai^diiiid and moft importsakit J 

^paints, i)^ cofAtQwcrij between the cathdics and the Imi- i 

. gueno^,, và^^on ^he wbole^body. of ireUgios depep^ 
. m^ tura* t9 th^ jiig^t hand oc to theleft ; fo that in^e 
. fiEuy^i»^^ hi^^t^eHQtahaveno other ground for their je* 
^aratioo from the Rqnij^D churcW than the confeffed oh* 
ftioacy of their ringleader : , And I tell thee plainly^ they 
. . axe %ht. difeipke of hai» l\unu3ar» as well as of his dodxioes : 
There is not fuch a pertinacious fort of people living»- fo ! 

^g^lUr» pafttaly feUrcMceited^ 'witfol^* and inoorrigibie. 
..We nuzft always except out of this chara^n* fonie of ^c 
gentry, moil: of the nobles» . and all the beffOx . efpiàts, bf 
that profeifion» as' they call them» that it^th^^tneiklof 
fenfe I for they dcfpife the bigotry of thei|i brethren^aod j 

go to their public afTemblieSy rather in eoirfplaiftBoe to 1 
« their parents» friends» and kindred, or for the fakeofrin- 
tei^eft, than out of any real regard for a rdtgian of fo 
young a date, fo. mean and contemptible 9^ figure, and 
which is (hut up within fuch narrow limits. 

They afe, in fhort, fo bad, or at Icaft growa fo odipua 
at the court, that the king is quite angry with them, md 
rcfolved to extirpate them and their new*&ngled hstéfy 
out of the nation. In order to this, he proceeds grada* 
ally, like a poUtician, being not willing to tempt thena 
,toa general, revolt, by provoking the whole party at 
once, and rendering them dej^erate. No, no ; he is cuii- 
ninger than to draw a ciyil war upon hirafelf and his 
kingdom,,, by giving ^o loud an alarm to a people who 
are Very rich, potent, and yvhofe intereft is much inticmro- 
ven with that of the cathoHcs. I believe, to fpeak mc- 
deftly, they are able to keep fifty thouCand men of artaaa 
in pay, as they can coatrive the bufineia «moftg tliesit- 
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.felvcs. Tberefore» knowiag that though the ;prcachen 
an prbfdfs the fame religtoa, yet every one Ì9 not fo aed,*^ 
«OS as aoothcr m defending and pm^ogadfl^ k, he has 
«Bade fach a politic decree, as only toiKlw» thofe parti* 
colar diolka^ (or rainMlDers, at they call them here) wlio 
are convi^d of profelytliig sHEiy «ittholieB to their htfc* 
if I wherehfalfo is threatened to the cathd^cs thenip^ 
felves; who (hall forfakc the rdigion of their ^here, per- 
petual bamAtmeaty the lofs of* their right handy which 
was lifted up in their abjuration^ aad other grievous pe» 
mdtiès. 

In the meas time, the^bi^ops aad iaierior prie^ arc 

' very indnftrioos to confirm the catholics in their native 
hkh and obedience, and to convert the huguenots from 
their fuppo£ÌBd errors : I call them fuppo(ed- errors, be* 
caufe it is much one to us that are muQulmans and fol- 
lowers of Mahomety^ whether one party of the Nazarenes 
be in the right of it or the other, only we muft regard 
the intereft of the Ottoman empire. They are ail equally 
heretics and infidds, folong as they are enemies 4o the 
meffeoger of God, the feal of the prophets. 
, He that is the moft vigorous, and -takes the greateft 
paina in . converting the huguenots, is the Biihop of 
Meaux» a man of prodigious elo^uence^ fenfl^, and' wit. 
This age does not afford his equal, in the perfections of 

• the mind and intelk^ ; he is profoundly learned, a man 
of aniverfal reading, fkilful in mod laaguages, am oracle 
in philofophy» aftronomy, and the other fciences of na- 
ture ; he is the laureat among the poets, the crown of 
orators, -the very encydopsedia of human knowledge. 
. It is true he is very sealous for the 'authority and in* 
fallible veracity of the Roman church'; but he ailerts 
thefe things with fo milch grace and modet^alion, with 
Xuch a. mafcuUne rea(b% and virkh a& the fyfnptoros of a 
FoLVIII. a ^ 
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{mcete piety, that I,, who regard no one fcft of the Franks, 
more than another» cannot but admire the natural abili- 
ties' and perfedions of 'his foul. He is learned as Abdcl 
Melee Muli Omar at Fez ; pious as HebatoUa Mir Ar- 
gun at Cogni in Natòlia ; abfliuent as Mohammed in A- 
rabia ; holy as the àbiiraé^ed Mirmadolln» fantone of the 
Vale of Sidon 5 a maa every way accompliihcd, and in- 
fpired with divine muni£cence« 

O great bafia, accufe me not for this eulogy of a Chri- 
itbm ; but let. thou and I» and aH trae believers^ profit by 
the beft examples, whcrjsver or in whatfpever religion we 
^nd them^ whether they be giafres or xnttiTulmaaa. 

Paris, i3t|^ of the 8tK -R^ood, of the Year 1680. 



III.— * To the Veneralk Mufti. 

Do long as thou dofl not complain of my too frequent 
letters,. I ftiall not murmur at the painfi of writing themr. 
It is a pleafurc thus to revolve the hiftories of paft ages j 
and whilll. I with my own hand confign them to paper, 
they adhere the fafter to my memory.^ I fhould not be 
forry if I Were to fpend the remainder of my days in c- 
pitomifing all the authentic records and memoirs that are 
extant in the world ; fi^ch an ezercife would be a con- 
ftant relief of melancholy, by lighting abundance of 
flambeaux and lamps in the foul to difperfe the mifts and 
darknefs which naturally make it fad. I ended my lad 
letter with the reign of JTuma Pompilius over the Ro- 
mans, who, as if he had made the kingdom hereditary 
only to men of virtue, was no fooner dead, but the peo- 
ple eleded Ttdlus Hoflilius for their king, in confiderà* 
tion of his excellent endowments aad merits. 
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He inftruébcd tìie Romans in a 'more porfeA nailitary 
difcipKné, and improved the art of war ; fo that having ^ 
trained up the youth to a woudarful jiromptnefs and (kill 
in arms, he ventured to fend a defiance' to the Albans, 
wid invade 'thefr territories, though they were a ftout 
people, and' had lorded it a long time iii Italy'; but 
when many batdes had been fought between them, witfi 
equal damage to both fides; at length, to put an end to 
the war, and mtike the lóflè» of liiSE'vàn^uifheà more cona- 
pendious, "they niutually agreed to decide the *léÌory,by 
a combat of three brothers on one fide/ «againft ^as many 
on the other,' Thofe on the Roman pan were called 
Horatii, the Alban brothers CuriatiL 

The fight was fair and dubious, smd had an admirable 
c^nsnt J ioT all the three Curiatii^werc wounded, and two 
of the -Horatii killed, fo that it feemed difficult to de- 
termine which had the advantage, one found and luitouch- 
cd Roman, or three faint and weakened Albans. How» 
<iver, the furviving Horatius, not prefuming too much 
on his own Hrength againft fuch. an unequal number of 
enemies, added policy to his courage, and made ufe of 
this ftratagem : 

He counterfeited a flight, that fo he might fepar-ate his 
kdverfaries, and engage with them fingly, one after ano- 
ther, according as they overtook him. His plot took, 
and he vanqurfhed all three : But He fuUied his vlAory 
with the blood of his fiiter, whom at his return he killed^ 
becaufe ihe met him not with joy aiid triumph, but with 
grief* and tears for the lofs of her fpoufe, who was one 
of the three Alban brethren. He was called in queftion 
for tlie bloody &&, biit his merit faperftded his crime'; 
and the faà^^whicB at another .^e would Wve coil him 
his Head,' qojw ferved but to augment his glory. * 
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Not long after this,' there broke eut a war belwecii the 
Romans and the- Fidcnatcs, a people of Latiam or Ttt& 
cany. The Albans, according to. their late lea^e, were 
obhged to aid the Romans in their ward, wherefore they 
fent auxiliary forces, under the command of Mctins SuS» 
fethis : But this captain proved treacherous ; for juft m 
the two armies were going to cater into battle, be with- 
drew his Albans to the top of a hUl, where they ftood 
heaters, to behold the fortune- of the fight, that fo they . 
niight jom the ftron^eft party, which when Tulliu per- 
ceived, he politicly cried out with a loud voice, in the 
hearing of both armiesi " Tliat Metius had done this by 
his command." Then the Romans took courage, aiiH 
their enemies being ftruck with terror, were foon routed 
and overcoife ; after whi^h, the Roman king- eaufed tiie 
traitor Metius Suffetius to be tied with cords to tw<o*élKft- 
VÌQt3, and torn in pieces by wild horfes. He alib ruiiied^ 
^nd quite demolifhed Alba, not looking on- that city ift^ 
^ as the parent, but the rival of Ronàe ; however, be fi*ft 
. jtranfported to Rome all the riches of Alba, with the ili- 
habltants, that fo that city might not fccm to perifh, but 
only to remove its fituation, and be incorporated "whh 
Rome» ' ': " "^ 

. Ancus Martins fucceeded TuUus Hoftilius, being tfce 
grandchild of Numa by his daughter : tìe inherited Ris 
qualitiea aJfo, as well as his blood ; he' encompafTed t^e 
city with walls, and joined, the banks of Tiber, wElfch 
ran through the nuddle of it, with a bridge ; Tic likewife 
built 'the port Oftia, juft by the mouth of the river, 
where it 80 ws* into the fea, planting there a colony of 
llomaUs, as if he had then prefaged what afterwards, 
came to pafs, that the merchandifea of ihe! world ùttìaià 
be brought in thither, as iQto the maritime ftorehoidè of 
the city dcftined tQ conquer all things. 
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To i^i» Ciicctieded Tarquìnius, afterwarda furpjwpcd 
Ptifctts : . He .was of fcige^o e3Ctra£iìo«> ^yct obtained tbjc 
foTcrcigaty.iby hi» qloqxtence and \yitj.fQr» being the ibn 
xf{ Lueumoy a CorinthUfìf who abandcwed bis.countiy, 
•fuid fled into Tufcanyi where he was made^king, this^Tar» 
■i^uinius» poh'ihiag bis» Greek nature .with Itali^ arts, iib* 
'fiaaated fó £ur with the Romàne, thai they chofe him 
ior their king :^ He. augmented the number; of fenators, 
^ And added three hundred ibidiera t^ the troops that were 
alréadf eftaUtihedi wiajch wàa.aU he diirft do« in regard 
Attius Neevìuèy an^a^gi^r iii h%h request among the 
.Romana» ha|l jc^rbid' j|U]fi gteater number to be added* 
Thefe augiirs were a f^gft.of divifierS) who foretold 
things to. €00^9 from the chirping^ flyjing^ feeding^ and 
olher> a^ioa6.o£ birds- Tar<|uimM9 Une jay afked.this 
iA*titt§'N^^u«,. M Whctherthe thing»; could: pdffibly be 
dei)^» i^rhich he had thei^ thoiight . Vf^on V The augur» 
<Nlpf¥ltJ9g his arty, anf leered» V It^ might be done." Thca 
£iid the kmgi ^^ I.was i^oafidering whether I. could cut 
ihk whetftone with a razor." " Yes, you may," replied 
AttjoB» . And the king^djd. iu, Eromth^t. time, thecal» 
l^c of aog^r8, Bt& f«>unded:by Romulu»^ was hel<f in. 
fecred.efteem by the Romans- ](.fhould have called them 
. Ac- Triumvirate o£ Augiurs, for there were but three at 
firft, one . out . of every tribe; bjit Str.vius.Tulliua, the 
* fuext king», added afourth. Thefe were aU noblts» But 
afterward» they were increafed to nine, and. lafl of all to. 
, fifteen, in the diftatorihip of Syllà. 

To return : to -Tarquiniua: He was norlefs profpcrqus 
in war. than in peace ; for he fubdued twelve cities of the 
Tufcaos, with, th^ territories belonging to tkem j be in* 
¥€ntedrobe9, and enfigns of (late ;, the, ivory feats of cha» 
riqts,, wherein the fenators were carried to the council ;.. 
the gold rings, and magnificent horfe-trappings, which 

■ H3; 
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wettf g^iven to ^e iko»aa kvi^his» nr badges of ho&oar ; 
alCb th« pfirpis and foQirlct fohet $ the trimspks^ ehanot, 
of.gsold; tbt ^«ifttcd Ektygiah^robe, warn hf a vidom 
cus general» 'wlicn. be' celebrated a tnomph ; with maay 
«niter ortia;mefit8 and public decomtions^ to fct forth tlut 
najeftyi aftd grandeor of the Rom»i fiate. *■ 

. Tarquinius deing mortally wounded, hn wife Taaafttsl. 

" peHiiittkd tl)e people» that all was well with him $ that his 
wovnés w^e not dang^iOttS; that he wa» tmly kid in 4 
fiumbeii ; and that in a little tittK» they fliould fee 4iai 
well agniii ài the mean ^hile» fbc fatd» it was Ms^witt 

' and pieafare thstthèy (htìM ^bey Seri^tn Tabktty e fi»» 
iKMTr^e of her^s, who Would àèaìMàtt juftke» and go.> 1 

¥em the p»>pfe<wjfely dmtng the king^s ifine^ . > 

• Tlifs 9eytks^«lM«tft i!iiiè the foft of a Ftitiitt of IìR4» 
Ikrm, who beìiigfikHIéd in a little with the ftlMtaii^ kk j 

W^'%a»«e«imèddftptÌYè to Rome, tmd bekigpi%£étrt»è 
CO QuéèOfTantt^eli), lited fret fttua fervititde md» her 
|ii^ttt£tj0ii y and being wttli child» was deliiitnsé of- ScsN. 
Iritts DuìH^ò in TUnfi^ttil'à palac€f* The queen took a fi^. 
f«kr Ikdi^y to the nobk ini^nt» and gà¥e htiti royal edt^. I 

«H^on, p4-«faglng from àHame which ^e^&w ehvirqfifig ! 

hlfi'héàd^ that he t^ouM be a isimoné man in time. It | 

Wa4 for this rcafon ihe pei-fuaded the people to reoctrc* ! 

Mtti ttsthè king's fubttitule or deputy, fbr à wbSe, iiot< 
dòiibUng but that after they had tailed the fwvctbtfe ttf ' 
liS» government^ and the death of Tàrqmw ^ould he 
known, they would eafily fubmit to him as Tarqttfe"^ 
ftlfcccifor. HAftratagem had its defired c?ffefb ; for Ser- 
"^xk Tnllius ifftpi^oved hts time fo well in pleaflng the pc6* 

* p^, that t^e kingdom, which hjp obtamed-by xrraft, was» 
sfckftowteSged by all as due to his merit and virtues. He 
firft brought the people of Rome under- an aiTcffmentj j 

whereby every man's eftate was valued ; he divided tbeni j 



iato* éiai&8> wards^ tiad ^«dìlegcs ; a»d the .^sammoitwtfait^ 
vrasrbroa^t into fuch ondety by the exquifite^licy ot 
this wife 'king,, that the difference - of every man's |>atrk 
moaff digmty, age, trade, and oSàet, veas regiftered in> 
pttblic tablesi which rciidere4 the ecoaomy of this gre^l> 
fiate as regular and eafy o/d tbat of a private family o» 
faonfe* ». ^ 

' Thc:]aft; of «11 tht kmg$ wae Taf^uimusy furnamed 
tlic Pmud, fot -Uie moiK>& and difdainful haaghtinefs ol 
htft temper : He inarrièd the daughter of Bervius TuHiiH$ 
in hopes of fuoee^dlng in the kfngdom 1 but be not h&v» 
iiig pfl^iousc to wait Ibii the tiàfeoitl%^*tK of hk ktì^t^ 
in-law» hired ruf&ans to murder bkny a^d fheii £itced uf^ 
on the Mngdom by ^Meaoej neither did be goycifii Ihe 
Aite v^ith i«r»4Kriekedfie& «9d cnieky; thftadiatbyivUtb 
beblHiiMd it I for be denied iiorial tohtt «EHu^eved- li« 
duh-bi-lawi &yin^, «« That he deferved not better «£%•* 
tlmn Romulus,. who perifhed without a fepulehre*" Urn 
sdfo iléw the chiefs.of the aobl^ whom be fufpe^d to; 
be In Servius's interefl. And his wife Tullia wat as bad 
asiie i for as foon as (he had faluted her hufband by the 
titk o£ kin^, fbe ^aufed hexfelf to be driven 121 a chariot 
over the dead carcafe o£ her father. Both of them ex-, 
ercifed 'great cruelty, and maffacred mar^y of the fena* 
tors : But the pi jde of Tarquin was intolerabie to afi». 
till» at length, when he had ^pent epough of bis rage a^< 
borne» he tvrn^d it againil his foreign pttemies abroad^ 
dSid toot many ftrong towns in Latium. However, not^- 
wkhftanding all his vices, he gave the >yorJd this proof o£ 
his piety, that ant of the fpoils .which he took froip bÌ4 ' 
enemies, he raifed money, and finifhed therewith thcj 
Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol^ which his. father Tott 
quiniiis Prifctis had begun. The (lory fays, that. as they- 
vere laying the foundations of this templi ^ey fating ^^ 

H 4. 
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bead of a man, which they interpreted as a good omen, 
that Rome (hould be the feat of a vaft empite, and mi£- 
trefs of the whole earth, as it afterwards came to pafs. 

The people of Rome bore with the pride of Tarquin, 
but would not bear with the luft and tyranny of his foos, 
one of which raviihed JLacretia, a woman of admirable beau- 
ty and virtue : The chafte matron expiated the difgrace 
by (iabbing herfeif; and as {he breathed her laft, (he 
diarged Brutus and CoUatinus» two princes, to revenge 
ber i^ufe ; wherefore they ftirred dp the people to aflert 
their tiberty, and abrogate the kingly government, which 
traa as reé^ily done as mentioned ) and here was aii end 
put to ihe granny of kiiigs. 

f In my «cxi I will relate the ihéreafe and progrefs of 
the ;llomaii fUte, under the government of confi^ and 
eihperors, which will' comprehend die moft memorable 
'events of peace a&d war, evtn to the catadrophe of the 
empire*. 
'- Ptris, «ad tff the 9th Mdcm, of the Year i5So. 



iV. — To Org HAN Cabet, Student of the Sciences^ and 

Penfioner to the Sultan, 

About the foul ? that is the thought I am ujton, that 
is the word I am going to write ; whether it (hall, after 
thè grand divorce from, the body, go to teaven or hell, 
(as they are commonly reprefented) or whether it (hall 
not rather be more happily or miferably difpofed of, or 
iF^kis, yet atieaft in- a more proportionate order of eter- 
nai juCUce. Methtnks I tafte and feel the original mean- 
ing of the word Nemejis^ which though it pafs for primi- 
~ live Greek among the moft learned of the weftem fcho- , 
lars, yet I can* prove it to be a Phoenician dcriTativefrom 



the Chinefe, and I can demonftrate likewlfe that it 19 {mB*? 
of myfterles. . . . • 

Ever}' fyllable.of it ia. facred and noyfterious as. tha- 
Mene, Mene» Tekbi*, U^phausinì of .Bdjha%«»ri 
Nvméravìi^ Numerawty ,/ipptndiU Dtvifit; that i$ ^he feafe • 
of it ; Jo are words become the Eternal Mind. \ 

~ The very letters which compofe words (I ihould hav© 
fald the fyUables flrft, in good manners) are aU the pro« 
duels of the mathematics ; I mean^ of the original fciencei' 
not of thofe paltry fragmeata^.fcnqps» and ofiEalfi^ that aid 
taaught in (chools and academies ; fuch as the Elements of 
Euclid) the Rudiments of Algebra» Beoazer, Kiflud^.or 
any other learned pen. There is fomething more wtthiq 
fhe verg£ of hunjan fcience than. what has been divulged 
hitherto in the world» or at leaft more than /what il tsfnH 
extanty and has efcaped the ruin of iisesf . floodsi earths 
^u^sjcsy.and the jaws ofall devounag time. 

Learned Orchan» I will not be-prolix 5 but anfwer iDt 
one quedion about the foul:. Canft thou believe the ftoites 
oi'the priefls concerning purgatory ,.hell, and the two other 
limbos d haft.thott.faith enough' to fwallow the ridicnlous 
figments of the book in titled. Speculum Exemploruoy a 
traift fo highly celebrated and magnified among the ftiw^ 
pcrfUtioQs Nazarene» of the Roman church ? Believe me, 
thefc dodrines are the pure effeéls of an^ropomoi^'fA^ 
or the religion of thofe. who reprefent Gidd under tbt 
form of a nibital man; for tfaeyvfoor fouls» tre fo iil4 
i^pable of rifing above this g^fs and" earthly thought^ 
that they even prefume %^ dm^. and- paint ^the^- efligràs of 
^C Eternal Divinitf 9 which has no iigure Ai^refemblaiKre^ , 
they pourtray hàn like a ircry.oid man,- wkh gray haitv 
cm his hend and beards* 4ind tken they fit the idol up hi . 
temples to be adored: The nule and ignorant mlglO' 
daarc.aot coiftmdidiJLheic gQidQl^ whain they federe atfiM. 
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i^des ; ifecy bow before the fatred vanity, paying divine 
honours to the wprk of human art. Thus fuperftitlon 
and error fpread abroad and take firm root in the world ; 
from' hence the duUer part of men derive their notions of 
inan'v foUU 

They cannot conceive hov^ it ihould fubfift after death, 
without jtiil fuch a body of fleih and blood as it has in 
this life ; and yet they contradid that very opinion, by 
»fiÌBrting that it canitot have fuch a body till the general 
refurredion, whfl& at the lame time they aflert, that it 
(hall enjoy all the plcafiirea, or {iifFer all the pains, whip h 
«•^e bvt corporeal beings are. capable of. Doubtlefa tbc 
infid«ls «one involved in alabynnth of hereiies, i 

We mortals know not the ftate of departed foufo, whe- 
ther they, go vqpwards or downwards, to the caft or weft, 
noith or foiith j we ^e wholly ignorant of the climates 
wherein the bLeflèd and the damned are feparateiy difj^of** 
ed of. . Perhaps the dodrine of tranfmigration taught by 
Pythagoras, Empedocks, and all the eaftera Indians, may 
be true, from which belief few muflulipans do diifent ; or 
it may be,; we Ib^U, aa the gi^ntfle poets wrote myfllen- 
.f^uily, fall. ii^tQ JUethe's lake,, into the region of forgetfidt- 
jaefs» wheie w^ thall \)e as though we had never beeik 
This i% the foul's inadive fiate, if any ikich there be ip 
sature fiof an incorporeal fpirit i aiid then the Mille^arieB 
^r ChiaUft$ amoDig. the CkviiUans» mity be mucfa.,in the 
Jig^X of it,, vpho ^»u|rht the ileep of the fend until the re- 
jEanredion* IW^^À i« i»y opinion» this life itfdf, w^Q^ 
in Y/( riunii ourf^lves h. n^cb aw^kcu to.he^, feo, taftcw 
fyuaif fed, and reyel m tbe pleafuret of ^e uaiycrfe».ÌB 
iì\t a dream or trance» ugKaod deliqbiMm of theibtil« the 
ttniver£4 apople^iy of Woaii oatvre s for the true genuine 
<Ii£e^ift oo^y to be fQund.jkbave# in the pure regionp.oif the 
,m^^ <»a£k«iirf refined ikies ^ iir jlf iiot.tbere; stkiftaad 
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loweft rate^ in tile fuperlative heights beyond the ibrs,. 
remote froni narrow an<3 polluted matter, where pcrfeél 
effencès do baflc eternally in the grand halo of thè God- 
head, «r fhroud and cool them feJVes under the Ihady trees 
of paradife, whafe roots fpring froTTi the deep ahyffes of 
eterqity, and are wafhed by fprings and ftream» warbling 
along the verdant banks t)f fxreet chiofes, and eicgant bor- 
ders of 'the groves hi Eden. ' 
. Such are the pleafares which God, the fountain of ihtt- 
nificcfnce, is pleafed to treat hh creatures with; he (Indies 
lo regak his favomites with ifffinitc beatitudes. 

There are in paradife rivers broad atid long as the P*- 
nube, Volga, Niger, Nilh^, or any otlicr noted current 
upon earth ; their ih-eams run all with honey, wrne, and 
aiilk, or niore delicious liquors, if any fuch there be, - 

They are^Tiot deep, that timorous men need fear to 
drown themfelves, yet deep enough for foreign earthly 
foiAs to fwim in evei'lafting pleafures. Moreover, thou • 
tnòweft- the faying of the pifophet, " That wc fhdi havie 
women there, whbfe 'beauty no paintet^s art can ever e^i- 
prefs, who fhaH not glance a look upon another man bi- 
fide their own;** women whofe beauty fhall exceed tllfc 
tuH re of diamonds, 'rubies, hyacinths, and whatfoever fe 
precious in the Eaft. . ' ■ „. ■ ■ 

He promifcs.iikcwifc, «* That we fhall* be ftrèròhéd 
out at perfeft eafc t>n ftately beds, under pavilions of màg- 
nific ftruélàrè ;** '^ere pagesf fair tmd bealif iful as pearfe 
ftiaH wait upoh us, vThaH gentle zephyrà fan the ambierit 
aif'wirti their immortil breezes, leaking a foft andg'raté- 
• fu! found among the leaves and bbughs'of thof^ tall ver* 
dant copfts, wòo^Jà, and thickets, *w!lich are planted hér*e 
and tficrè throtighotit ' the fields of paraicRfe. ' ' ' ' * ' 

(JOchan ! 1)y allthefe all^oVìés we are to linderftand 
*t ftqptéme feiictty of tirtttbu» ' JbuU, " wRi ''àie ' itt" ffflftr 
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4od Jove* 'This Ì8 SI certain rule, that *« wlwtfoeirer is 
ple^fant and agreeable to any good nvan upon earth, (hall 
be jeithcT fuperlatiyelj? augmea£ed in (pecie, or improi^ed 
bjT an infinitely more^ plesd^t change in' heaven." . So 
^that ao^maa that die^ well c^n poflibly be batilkedof his 
£11 of happiiTcfs. 

Shall I difcourfe frapkly and after the manner of 
friends ? I think, when Atropo» has ddàine her buEneb 
and ours^ when (he has cut the thread of earthly life, our 
{buia will thea awnk? as frona a tedious flumber mixed of 
joys and gftcfs, of feats and hopes, pkafiires, and pains ^ 
and we (hall foon. experi^n^e the troth of all oi^r «paoous 
' fbrecafts; ever^ inan ihall b^ difpofed of, accordìi^ to 
his rank in the heraldry of fate ;. I will not prefume tp 
calcniate partùrularly, where or how | only, in general, 
this is. niy fakh, that there are paradifes.of all forta and 
degrees paepared with esquifite proportion for the va^-ious 
luuds of goodmt^n^and helkas acciyratiely fittjed and e- 
qually . adjufted for the punishment of the wicked, to 
ishatfoever clafs or order }. for it 9pp£air&to me a. grand 
^leclfm, a perfedi blunder in divinity and reaibo, te aC- 
{ert or im^ine^ that as foon as the breftth is, OiU of this 
lP|ody» our fouls mud eitlier fw:iftly poft through all tbf 
elements ^nd orbs above, and in ^ moment fs tinote be feiil&> 
#d, in the cciBlum.fimf^yraiuai,. or é£t im9^ ttmible hea^ 
iang in ,an mHant to tW loweft heH. MethiofcB» if I 
were jtQ go Uf^warda^ I iwould tarry by, the way>, andffr 
iiCjdt mi^elf a while. in, t^e upper i^io/i of ferente aa4 
l^my air» there to conicerfe with cottrteous.deniciiii^ aad 
jj^chaj^ja wi|b.foi|lr of geo^.old pbiMbpbfir^aiKl pocF»:. 
t V!^ould. ingyif^at Jjpaft fssr QrphRUS, tJofn^r.^Eirgfl» <>? 
fid, slnd Lucr<itiii||,f for Pipdjif». £piétetu«^ uuàrbr ^he 
Ij^y»! fpr : Sagpi^a: I. ih9uld be iambitiou» «|A> to ftror 
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otber of- die Grecian tigc^; wither wcndd I firfget tKc 
name of aay .fenowntd .wi£e man of paft age»; for I 

ithink the earth has born but few oblate that dèfcirrc to 
fee mentioned. But above all, I fiiotfld tje ^flligent' andT 

.curkms^tofifid out thb thrice gi'eait Hermes, father of 
wifdom and fcience. It is ten to one but I • ihòùld' vtÙt 

-Horace, and aflc fof a bottle of his bcloVcd Champaigo 
Mufcadme, if he has any there. 

Wlien I had thus refrefhèd myfelf in the paradiTes of 
tliis Cabtunary world, I would take my congr,* and travel 
to the orb of the moon ; I would kifs the hand of Me- 
«areh«s who rules all the inhabitants of that planet ; if I 
found hhn in a good humotir, I wouM hambty beg his 
pardon» and intercede for the fìily Arcadians, who boaih 
ed thft their country was. older than the moon ; I woidd 
reprefent their cafe as fayourably. as' I' could, putting him 
ki mtad that they were only a cotnpatky of poor ignorant 
fliejpfaerds, who firft broached that blafphemons HbeV and 
^that- their nation is quite extiùél on earth ; therefoft 
they are not worthy of his farther revenge or anger jfince 

, evenr Afcadiaii who had ailerted Uaia in his lifbthne, has; 
for lus penance, been forced to dig in the mines of tl^ 
«Mon inat( the hònii of his death. Perhaps; dlt(&' p(ièA^^ 
{<^W8 might fare the better lor my apology, virlrd^kn^VKel 
Bttl,: i§ I €Àund that my reqwéfl? was granted, dna diéffl 
ìu^]>tnnate Arcadians, being rdeafed iix>m thè Sub-Cyn- 
iUaa dui^seoiiB^ were, pehnnted tp return to tiurth agaltf^ 
I woidd- chaise them to ha^e « care lic^^ they ^StoniéA 
§mh a potent.neighboar nekt time. ' ' " • ''*'^ 

^ «f . Mestfsi^ a$ ninMy as ^^eotM^ ^Idb khÈÈt tnmU^ 
lyef flHwM ficai th^ teeth out of m^ heard Y àilt jiitf 
paying my relpe^s to t.à<Ìy Venus en ^v^àrà^ I #onla 
fltti.my eyes^ and glide in atiké ib]Wé^l%(;iccOt^^ 
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"fyhept rf the fun. As for Mar», Jupiter, atitl Saturn^ I 
have nothing to do with them. Btft what work would 
I'mtkei«itkthebeaft»and^tnonft*r8 bfthedghth fphere? 
I would certainly ftceoe the Ram ♦j d:hd make tìie Ball f 
ran mad. If 1 paffed by the Twins J in pity, I would 
eat the Crab § for a Viaticum ; the ftieÙ I would throw 
lo the Lion .|j to ftop his moi^^ left ke (hould £erve me 
ip the fame manner. But what a coafounded ftop a^ 
paufe ihould I make when I came to the Virgin ^ ? 
What qualms of love ihould I have ? till, weigbiiig her 
in the Balance ** of reafon, I fhould firi^ her too light, 
and &auid ratlier Tenture on the Scorpioftff? But X 
would firfi cikaem him with the tnyilerious verficle of the 
iJoortn^ aod to make fure of him, I woidd pray for 
Noah and all his poii^erity, aoc&rding to the old rule of 
the Arabians ; and* then I m%bt fafiely pafa by, «without 
bcÀag ftuQg. Had mfh Phaeton been acquamtcd- wit^ 
diefe fecret8# wbenhe>drove the chariot of the fuO §6 
madly» he might have rid OTor the Scorpion, without daa* 
ftv of buxning the world $ neither had he httti iliunder'- 
ftciickby Jupiter^ and ditrwaed in the riirer Po;, nor hia 
foor fiftmv been tumed into poplars ; however, as he 
lell out of the coaehbca, he dropped his torban on the 
ffOAtieTS of Sagtttary:^^, whioh I i^oald takeuptoifaield 
jfÌKim tht. ihaftt>bf that l|»rightfal archer. As for Capfi» 
c^vti, f f ft ke i$ a "good haràikfs snoQfler,1aiid anybody nay 
|»&by.htmnHÌthoti1iid^ager>.f Then Iwcmid'ijiieneb'my 
^ii::ft«ÓthiAquftritl8Ì||[».after<a$tng the Crab^ and fo pre^ 
Bare for another banquet os^ jPifces-f f • . ■ 

\ If tho» tli^la^ft - 1. Ativ^ioo' much ill jcft ismb the bea- 
* ' ^^y%f(bIiÌ«Ufhfie.th9reÌ8«iiÉhii^Jn.mtisre«x^ 

^ J^rita. fTaurtts. JCemiija* J Cancer. • J X-Cow 
^ Virgo. ♦*'Litra. * ff Scorpio/ }^SagUtanutt 
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dftulQastha;! thcfe fidiu'ous forma and fiames affigoed 
thew by the ancient poets« 

Howcyer, my foiiì begins to be tired with thus p«r- 
fuing thofe beafts of tbc ilij ; fo I wiH put an end to ihq 
chafe, wiihing thee and myfelf a good repofe^ for it is a« 
bove an hour pail ntidnight. Adiea. 

Paris, jy th of the iodi Moon, of th^ Year i (80. 



V. — To Ham ET, Reh Effendi^ Principal Secretary (^ 
the Ottoman Umpire > f 

1 F thbu wilt turn over the rcgifter of the empire, thoa 

wilt find fome of my letters wherein I have defcribed tht . 

city of Venice, according to the beil information I had 

Trono Adonai, a Jew refiding there as a* private agent 

for the Grand Signior ; therefore, avoiding all patticukri* 

ties cdncei-ning the incredible magnfficcncc of the palata 

temples, bridges, colleges, and other public buildings 

where nothing is to be fcen bat marble, jafper, porphyry, 

filv^r, gold, and other precious ornaments, which evei^ 

where dastzle the eyes of Grangers, I will only rake nd- 

lice of foch things rdathig to this city and republic aè I 

lonnerly omitted. *** 

The *Venetiaaa pofiefs feveral ilioft ample, xidh,*ftQd 

ilourifluhg dties in Italy, befides ab>indance ' of tbuillé^ 

lownt, caftles, iuid fortrefies. The names of tfaofe ciciel 

wlficii are ofcbiefeft nòte, are B«rgtoo; CréAiA, drìxift; 

Verona; Ttent, Aquileia, Vicenza, Padua, and Tcrvifo'. 

As for the towns, thfey are tdo rtiaiiy to infe'it m a lettè^ 

Towardtihe north' of thctif ctty,* they afe' mailers of 

aknoft all Frhdi, with IftHa, wliieh Is thè tftihoft |>À)viiiH 

of ftsdy, on that fide ; they are alTo lords of Ihcgreatett 

part of Dalmsftia, with the. iiles belong^i^g to it. tn the 

tkoAXthof the Adriatic Sea^ .they poiKfs Coifu^jCeph^ 
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Ionia, Zavt^ CerigOy with many more of lefs note ; ro^^ 
to Tpeak of Candia, fo Well known to the muiTulmans. 

Froni all thcfe territories the republic ha« an yearly Tn- 
come, of two millions in gold, which is not treafured up 
for any long time, but is employed In the public expep- 
ces, as in maintaining military forces by fea and land, i» 
building and rising up their fleets, in railing and repair- 
ing fiorts and caftles, in paying the (lipends of maglftrates 
and public miniflcrs, with other expenccs too tediòug to 
be named. 

They have other ways to raifc money in extraordinary 
cjifes, as Ijv time of war, or the like ; for then they dou- 
ble or trejilc the taxes, and tythes, and impofts ; and all 
are liable to anfwer the demands of the republic, the no- 
ble as well as tlie vulgar. Neither do they £eem unwill- 
ing, when the extreme neceffities of the ftate require it j 
but, if this be not fu£5clent to defray the pubhc charges, 
thi;^ t^c ipagiftrates and public minifters are obliged to 
^ail for their falaries and ftipends till the commonwealth. 
Is in a condition to pay them. They alfo at fuch a time 
arc yfed to fell the places of great truil and honour to 
the nobles, who at other times enjoy them gratis^ as ^ 
reward of their merits. 

^. Jf ^ this will not do the bufinefs, and they.find thcm- 
fcl«es /educed to gr^^t extremities, then they borrow of 
]^ivatQ peifpns fnch fums as they want» on the public 
f^th ^ and if any, wealthy citizcp refufe, or appear uo,- 
willing to lend his money,, they ufe force and violcoco^ 
fcizing his gooda^, whether moveable or immoveable, and 
fell them, for ready money*. At the fame time,, the re- 
jjiblicj dcplares. hejrfelf debtor to thofe men, and paw^ 
htj faith ^o pay. thein,^ with intercft,, after a c^rtam nucnr 
ber of years» or when the war it finifhed, acc<^rding as 
ibe is abici a^d tkit which ia 90& admirable^is, , that j^. 
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this is- done Witiiout the Icàft tumult òr fcditfon» or atiy 
exterior fymptoms of drfcontcnt ; nay^'th» people arc 
fo prompt and ready to afiifl the ftate in fuch exigencies, 
that it is common for many of the nobles and wealthy' 
citizensy to make a voluntary tender of their money tò^ 
the fenate; and fome will feU their fiate, of their owar 
accord» with all their vives jewels and other ornaments, 
turning them into money, for the fervice of thè coqmMm- 
wealth. 

Befides, not only the mhabitìuits of Venice contribute! 
thus to the public treafury, but alfo the other cities and 
towns under their jurifdifiion, each according to tht&a;>{ 
bility ; therefore it matters not much whether* the re* 
public have any bank of money by htfr or no, fince htti' 
private fubjeds are rich enoogfa,: and ihe can make afe of 
their wealth without any dfficadty,. or lift. cónfóqneiHMi^ 
whenever (He has Qccafion» ^ ,. .-.; 

As for the ftrehgth and mih'tary forces of the Venei 
. tians, it may be faid that there, is fcarce a prince in £a4 
rop^ who has better and- hr^er fbrtificatiohs than tins re« 
publk; to .defend which, fiki all her other pofleffonif 
Ae inakeé ufe of the tttkabitants^ every provsnce being o* 
bliged to fum«[h fo many thoufand foldie^ aa are liifficxeQl 
to fill the gamTons, and guard the country irom tómgni 
invasoti. Thus, in the province of Lombardy dòtte/'' 
there are tweijty*five thoufiiod. foot kept cònlbuitly ia 
arms ; befides thcfe, ia time of war they raife exti atordi* 
nary armies, Both in their own territories, axid.in^Oer* 
many, or among the Swifs Cantons ; from wfaieh^ laftf 
they generally have, an aid of EWrty or fiVe-and-tWrty 
thoufand mercenaries, who are partly bcftowcd on boat^-^ 
their fleet, and partly in their forts and'^ciifflfsi VhJMb* 
fome of them guard the bridges, and other pàffes'of the 
^untry. As for ;hc caysilry of this Cói^mì)»vr'et4thi it^ 
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itiKiy^fimB^nf} kconfidcrable for- fh^t luimher ; but 
hMp omft a£. thorn the foiis cdT Bobles» they are vaWd 
jbr AwkÌBéàii niiidi inQurea them mch berote refola-* 
tmjmAbrmftiy. .. - ■ 

. 'Whtiritbcyare to W8i|*e war by landy they ufoally in* 
ijto ferme fcnigH petty ^'ncc to he jgeact^àSffimo of their 
artoiei : him they codéar with i^ft ample gifts* add bo» 
n«Hrii|i : giviog him < ttvo :?£0ni^»*for his colks^ii^ mtfn' 
wfae have been fignally faithful and femceable t<f thir 
W^iflnmnhh t thefe aitf calfeJ pitivt dftoi% or fopem- ' 
'im-gcfiecal» wfthoQt whofefcpitfent and aj^c^MftKMi tìàé 
gnnàìifÌ0o^€9aèiBt gtHhm^ brdo aoy; thing «USe el 
iMmtati frMi^'^vMeh'tàe'OQxmncmmal^ may nùiite pr^ 
teiDribmia9e.t ,'t> 

iuX fofbttr to fpdtic^if thr inaSAal df Vcr»»/ wbHA M 
ciK«f AsMraHdos pf thrtarDiH' tu' «0gard I* h»^a>«k 
ready gmm^a d^crìptìon of it to tfaenwniftefi of «her- 
Borti^ i» one of my fpinser ktlcm, '^whiùk then wtlt Bod 

. iliìArimu bnktt, I $àm ditì^uàvììf iiv àH «vf dt^otche^ 
Am I <«I7 «It weary oat thy piatenec $ but A>iBethaetf 
i«y'ibfa$efi: cvcfes^^aM Nyood àiy .^hmifca, . otherwife-f 
liofdd be foioed to conclude -ff mo of my ktteri io tho 
pkf£t «f a-fehiticfti, which in my opmioQ hK>h« lihe a 



: • Tbii^bfe;td awDid^this ieteptfin, I maft not cfofe up 
mf «l^pstchtdl I have. gt«ett thee a« aeeottnt what ritei* 
«■d i:9ttmcmcg zLve ufed; ìn-thàing the Du£es of Venice ) 
iiAtich tak« » follow : ^ 

The day -of>dctì:iott being «ppohited, all the Venetian 
fisikatòns that ,zrc thirty )*ar8 of age, meet together in 
the palace, where the gates beitig (hut, anwrn oi^cbefti». 
phuredia the middle of the alTembly, into which are, 
thfowQ as many little batle^ai thtr^ b« leoators prefeat r 



thde balk are of . mo colotKr0# -for tUrty^^iitir «rr 
gik) tUe r«ft «fc wliitic s Everf om of «tbe imaém ukat^i 
Ò bali^diitU)^ tbe tirt) ^ thofc "«ho get «b» tliirty gite 'Doai 
&re carried into anotber connate, whilll tkdre;Wkiiiurar 
the whiter one« Iremaii^iti %h% &tisf > place. If dlie ioccfaà 
còadlftre ìa^aìfo placed ^an tuna» nato n^bkK thirty bitt aip 
eaft ; motig nv^btch' tiioe «re. gik# ttàe^eft white i l^iofe^ 
whù get tba nine : gib onee^ name forty fixen^ whor'ace 
caWcsd Ekàoia of tbe^fitft EUdiQa ; tbtfe Satkj xamf 
tiirdW'tmd tfaotom foity ftab» of r^ksb tweheta» gdcv^ 
the: rf ft wUte i tboie ^wjio get « tbe ' twdre giH ImOé^ am 
0dM' Eetdiirf ^f ifac SeàtMld Scélioa* :far i^naMq 
fii<Mod4iw«fily et}^ avBoci ;Thtfe.£viHDMl4MttyiAvinr 
into the urn five-and-twenty ballsy of which aifie aas gifll^' 
and tkef wb# ^ diem ài«-«dkd,£kàott «f Ae Third 
ttledjwi Ibf ihffe namr oa0i«tid4ÌDitf -«a*» in n h a fc 
powet {t iB to ereafeea 4ai» or pnniie-óf the .tepubiir i^ 
AAdlii«y4oJK:afterthiaaMaiKr5 . ; - 

TheycfaooSe from among tbeoifelvca three ^nataifa^. 
more venerable -tfaq^ft thevoft^ ufaom they call tlirChiaft 
of tiie Coiigfiegati«ii| aad two focrttafiea; <tlie% tbere ro^t 
Adtfnffis-Md^ihitty, ivto gite* w thak iRiftef «ftcr tfaia* 
mannari --• ■ '•;'•■'. r'- - v": 

The thretf chMWfit khmUKf{€M»^i.jmfr%àmàtmy 
than the i^ ; then the iecrctaries cM, the fix^md^tbbty^ 
otkeriftA oftder bc^rcftbe^, itvhear. «very one;Alpwa in» 
tO' » « b«a^ . m .pftieniMi ^ «fha «hiafs» it lìtth- pìaoÉ' ^^^ 
wood» on Mràkh il ^MiWe» the «ame of btm* ^fkiom^ te- 
Wouid have to be duke; then e^ry one of tàe iix-4and*' 
thirty retires td his place, whAft the lecr^tarios read.-tke 
fchedc^ea. before the chief»; and as many m thtj findf<: 
thei?e named for dukes^ (o many nev^ Ichedttks do tlh^ 
make: Tlielè are thrown promifeuouHy j^toacapyOrboti* r 
fiet; from i«liifnce^ after a ftiake or tw^ tto «mgia Hiitm$r 



tiie7:«FB:d«aMrn out) aai4 l^d in pnlor aQ,3i.tAAt i but bé> 
fore they draw them all out, the firit fcho%tle is read^md 
)k wboi!e xamt ia wvibcemoii it, ia l^d.'to^^ wtothe next 
itmickTe.; dm the Chiefs of tbe. Cong«egati(»» 9^ tbej 
are called, alk the reft, if) aay body tticrercam objeé^.a*' 
Ifiiaft^e «tedio» o£:tbÌ8 man ? -£or if ..thtiy can» a^d he 
jd(9«8 not fiveaiatia&^IÈory anf^oet, he k .exdtfditrd fiton 
$31 poffibiliity of l^elng dbke ^ bui if he. acqnit^himffiK' 
,wnlH lu&. is neIuK>iid[^gcd|.and haa the ducal^ròwn put 
M hia bend. Tjie prefent Dake of ¥eniee it?, the. hm^ 
jifcd and f * ♦.* «►.* iiHJlnfiTdy>ifrom Paiintiw A^^ 
Ain,»tbe Jrfr/that^cnrhad. tb^ h^ourt Seifig «loded 
miùmàty liendea, in the ;y€ar 697 of die CbxHkitm 
Jiegirai. ••'. 

The.VeBttiaot.sre, in all dittr kdipn^ ftiry grtr^ 
H&ig', Jfw.f irarda, dfpeciaily wben they are ^ toUeu . If 
they are nc^ §0 Utdf. and inrenttre .«• ibmc c^ec people 
. «f Italy, yet theyi pfrCnrm. nil tbinga witè jnafu» ddi- 
fccimtion.nnd:|Hdgment$ ^Huch it tfaecan^ ^t ,ihe!r.«& 
Jain btitht nsoft parfc.fuoeeed very happfly. % ^ 

The I^Uans have a eomaion by^word cnrrent asMnig 
Aem^.thatrdw Veaetkht.are magnificent» crafty» .tod 
difeiW ; tbofc of Verona are fti^diotts and £ulhfid t-^bofc 
€f Padua I%bt and ficUe 1' tbofe of Vicennn jueTcngefnL 
^ab, thfy &y» ibe 'V^netiant brin^money» .Tervtlb 
fwoid«» .904 ]pri3KÌa pi^eert to the !wnr« ; and that tte 
y«nc^taf^:nrfi. good feamen, the Padaans good bofiopAnt 
imd tbpfe of jQergatna excellent ai an nmbuft, 
■^ Q£ the ^(?iinen ^thcy have another proverb, that tbofe 
_ff.Ci:^Ufia,aT^fraudsil«nt;.|they of Vicenza conftant} ibg?^ 
^f ,ycnK}e.prQWd.i»nii infolent ; they of Veropa graciom»; 
tlJ^fe.pf BiJLxia .dgigjsnt i thofe of Tervifo jealous ; aod 
tfep^ of ^.Barg^nq <;ra|iy. They iay likwifc* that Bff- 
g^mo has many flanderers j.Padvia m^ny good f<^dien i 
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Vicenza mmj coanu ; una Bniir rmoj «Jbdutate > mi» 
fcnr» '•'• ^ -....-' 

Courteous imnifter, thoawfltbear, I; hopr^ làrhh nvf 
tedbi^nefii in . di&our(ing of this great rcpld>]ic9 wliittli . 
caisnotlie liandlc^itt a'fewwdrds; " 
' As to the maniKr of tlieir goterninent^ k*48 adiniriibl|' 
«iSd attd'genlle, wife and juft y foeicmg peace, butaot'ft»- 
(aùóg war, when th<y have a joft; pròvocatiom . It' is 
%(rorthfyof any' man's confidet^tkuH^f^aw thir odtaunon- 
wealth iiai ftcod ^m )ind-ut]IhaÌDèn- for above twelvlshifki^ 
dred years; amidft founany cruel virafs/ and potent tti^ 
JDicft; fùthatherfvl^eéka; if .tii6yi>é'Coni|iavfd witV<^ 
tiiert^ miiy be * hid to enjoy the gi^ea ^ge,-. fince^thflf 
b've In continual eafe and tranquillity, iucreafing- dà^ ik 
ocfaet, 'honoioa> 9nd every kbd.of pnofperity» '\ .- ^ 
: This is to be aferibod» in'the^fiiA pàttr,* tt^thcmUt 
«xcei^nt:law8 and ruk^xTfpolicyv- left"* them' by tnei)' tìi 
finguhnr prodòioc and vnfdtvm^ who^ had they )]«ed 'ih 
the. tiaies of the ancient Greeks,- lafght well have hWk 
lifted among . the moft famaas philofóphcr» and law«> 

■: The duke, in tlie gravity of àfs port, the fplcildoof di 
kk» tabcif and the magnificenee of his palace, f^^ems tb 
«jLhibitthe tAs^cfiy of ari . emperor ; and yet be hai l#b 
thoft autkdffrty thanany i>n^-of 'the fcna!?t)rs^tv^o«èi^è^^ 
liim,-^r hehas bnt ortcvòteitiittofentttey as àlighe ilck 
l^fr^ave ;' only h liesiipon him togive audience to fo- 
reign ambaliidorBj id the - nam^ of the fenale. He dan 
-dò^ nothing without the'©Q»fent of the fenate, either n 
'peskit or war. The feAatle firft éett^eè»- ^aÉi4x eonfirì^ 
*^ir edìéh, which are alfo 'pùblidied tn hi» name; - It - Is 
4awful for him to go into ^1 the,4SoiirtB of jisfftcei ami 
•j^lie tribtinals, where be may patfi his Vèrdtà^n «ny dd- 
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bìou8 cafe ; yet fo &s any of the feimtord may icoctradid 
him^f they plcafe. 

The form of governincnt, therefore, in this rq>ublic 
appears to be an ariftocmcy, or the government of a few ; 
not the richeft, of the moft powerful, but the wjfe£b and 
the beft V foch as by a long feries of faithful Senricea have 
merited well of the commonwcakh. • 

Thefe make up the college, or councfi of ten ; which 
being joined with ^fteen others, and ùx counfellors» the 
duke being prefident, has power of deliberating aiid de- 
creeing things tending to the fafety of tìie common- 
weakh ; neither caii thefe decrees be, repealed. This is 
pn^ierly the divan, or privy council. Tbei^ is'befides 
this a council, or diet, of two hundred and twenty-five 
citizens, who are properly called fenators, and very much 
Hefemble thofe of ancient Rome ; for -ftone ate permitted 
to enter this fetiate but nobles, or the fons of fuch $ tfiey 
muil«lfo he «bove fivc-and-twenty years of age. . The 
third andiaft fcnate confifts of two thoufand five hundred 
men ; but ilk regard a great part of thefe have fome offices, 
and honours abroad, there feldom meet above a thotlfand 
fix liundred v^hen the houfe is fuUéft. 

Thefe meet once every week, that is, on the firft day, 
aé'aKb^ on fome of their more folemn feftivals ; here ma- 
giftrates are cheated, and public offices diftriboted with 
adttìfPkbk iSfàet; from hence are chofen the two hundred 
and cwenty^fbre, v^o make up the foregoing fonate, as 
being the moft prudent, expert, atid convelpfìmt in* the af- 
fairs of ftatc ; thefe decide all controverfies of greater 
BMoaetity as the affisurB'of peace and war, the care -of for* 
ófySÀg their cities and «cafiles, of creating generala and 
teptatns, of fending embaliies to foreign princes; hetf^ 
al&Jtve read -adi' the letters, difpatches, and expreflea» 
which- are addrefled to the republic fiom other parts ; in 



a word, wi^tfoever Ì8> oF inoi^ material conlidtrattoa is 
handled in this fenate. , 

Impaniai dSendi, chou.wik not condenm me ^s an in- 
fidel» or an enemy of the mu^ifulmaus, in that I repnefent 
to thee, in its true ooloufs, the prcfrnt ftatc of Venice t 
If we ought to giire the detail- his due» as the Choriiliaiiè 
fay, in God*''S name let us not roh^inen of theirs, though 
they he our eoiemks* 

Magnificenit and learned Hatnet, adieu for this time« 
Fariii»'4th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1680. 



VI.*— 7i OsMAN Adiiooneth, AJhrbloger in Ordinary 
fo the Sultan. 

JL UB inhabitants of thefe weftem parts are in a great 
and general conftemadon at the app^tarari^ of a new co» 
met, or blazing ilar ; it .nfes much about the tane the 
Ciia fets, and in the fan\e quarter of the heavens ; the bo« 
dy of it looks no bigger than a ilar of the firft magni* 
tude, from whence fprings a pyraihid.of Jighti extending 
ttfelf to the cufp of the mid heaven, where its •coae feems 
to teroainate. . . • 

The fupedlitious call it the fword of God» becaule of 
tp& form, be;ing not' much unlike an old^ two-edged ra^ 
pier ;. I am fore it doefc not* reKe^ibin? a Tiirkiih fcimetar, 
(^ thofe» -thou knoweftk jue oblique in. thek %ure, and- 
this is ikraight» . . 

They are full of xoelancholy pvefagcs ;. and tfae aftroe 
logcrathemfelves give out .that this oometpoittnds diead**' 
fui calamities tp .jpUirope, which . may Botdifcarer themr 
felves .perhaps tbeie many years; i^y, .they aiffin»* 
** That this generation fhail be. quite extio^» iwfoK« tbt 
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cffedt of this ti^einefidotifi i^ptyritioit ùaJà feiec «m tbe 
earth.'* 

I have a gt«at veneration for the fdence of the flars, 
and even for judicial a&r^ogj» though I cannot prettnd 
to any. (kill in anj of them $ I have ftudied them both 
till I was weary» being difcouraged by the diffà%Boe of 
men^s ppiniona» and. the uncertamty of their coaduikHiii 
in matters of fo remote^ Sublime, and myfterlous a na- 
ture ; befidesy.l fainted under the burden of fuch vaft 
fpecuhtionsy whilfl I found myfErlf ftiil wandenngy not 
only in the blindnefs of my own proper intelle^, but al- 
fo in the general darknefs of human reafon. 

I. confìdered the birth- place of thefe (cieiyrea, whidi 
all will confeis to be the Eaft, and there I found tlie 
Chaldeans differing from the Gymnofophift»iof India, thefe 
again coniradiding my countrymen the Arabian» : To 
pafs from thenee into Africa, I perceived the Egyptians 
wcre«of one fientiment» the Ethiopians of another, .and 
the Mooia of a third ; neither could I difcem any agree- 
ment between the Greeka and Romans ; as for the Jews, 
they dafhed v^th alK 

Platby Proclus, Ariilotle, Averroes, and many other 
fages, affert there are but eight fpheres ; yet Hermes 
TriEtnegiftus, with fome of the Perfian ^magri, added a 
ninth ; uà did Axarchel the Moor, and his countrymap 
Tebith f of the fame opinion waa Albeit the Great $ 
• ivhilll there are fome who tax thefe with making a. deci* 
. mation in the orbs, and taking a ty the from heaven, for 
they, ailflrt the number of the fpheres to be ten. 

'Diey not only thus differ from one another, but 
tlurough that incoaftancy which is infepai^ible from the 
mtvds of saortids, they vary. even from themfdves, one 
4ay of QBte opinion, the next of a contrary } fo Alphon- 



I 



fin one while «fl«rt«d niae-^hefes, and^ ff«r>yiftr| fiftUr 
retrenched himfelf to eight. This is a vanity fix)m "«Hbisli 
the g;reateft aad mod emineat writtf^ in 1^ yftmli^ have 
ÌM>t bMQ £ree ; indeed» thta mutabflilf of- optnio» k .n«- 
tiifd to aH mea> as if oar miada were (ofcjeék to thefewt 
of geeeraftion and coxniption, like oor bodies» or Its if 
there, were a contiaual flux and reSiyi of o«nr thoughts» a$ 
there bvof our eorporeal atoms* 

/ Thefe authors not only varf about the iiutnber of the' 
edeftial ofbs» but alfo coac^nung thehr motion» efpecial* 
if that of the ^ghth» whieh is called the %hcre of the 
fixed ftars ; finr the Ghaddaeaiis and Egyptiaas held it had 
bat one motion» others affinàed it had mor«; thc'Tal- 
madifts -affign it two» whflft fome modem aftronomers a- . 
mofig the Cbriftians are more hberal» and a&ow it three 
d^néb motioBS ^ one of Trepidation, as they call it; aad 
this 18 ita own proper courfe» which it performs» they (sqf» 
iff'€eve)>'thoflfand years ; a fecond of GiratioR» which k 
derive» from the ninth fphere» as one whed is roUed.'about 
by another ; and this circuity accordiag to their opinion, 
is not fioifhed in lefs than forty «liine thotifanid years ; and 
if that be true, we muft not expe^^the-difiblntion of the < 
wtn^d before that term is expired ; for - it wcmld be imi 
piotis «o fuppofe that. the Eterna Arckiteél hating made' 
this fphere for a circuit of fo long a diaration» wocddik)|p 
it before its race were fnlly run» mach' lefii in the midft 
of its career» or by that time it had aecom^iihed a iixth 
part of 'its revoktioii» as the Jews and Cbriftiansbriiete ; 
The third motion of this fphere is called rs^ ahd'diav».' 
lull» forwlih^ theyiary itiso()liged to the tenth od>». or, 
primnm mobile. - *■- ■/ *-* 

Then again they differ intht xaea&re.of ihé timelthey 
sdlèw for the-motion of the *fiated ^arr^ one kltt.hai^ 
them to fjpend an hundred yeaifv in tiaveUing one deg»é; 

F9h nil. I " 
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Smother tuJpgs. ibcm tQ.l%is,i|atiof3i in &&ty.fix yeis» ;* si 
t|ijf'(l ja fcYffuty-fivc ; « fQiirth in foventy-e^bt; the Jew» 
'^ft'^^S?^^ ; the Chriftiaaain /eighty ; .whilft. the In^ùui^^ 
-^ beyond them «11» > aflerung.th9t there are two^ars in 
tj^f eight fphcre di^tmetru^Uy oppofite to each oth^r, 
wjhich dp not ifupply each otl;Ler*s pbcc in, the «odiac ia 
Ub than an hundred and farty^four thoufand yeard; They 
a$rm alb there are many jnojtions pf the fpheres abov«r 
tjjbich are yet unkuowo to mortab** 
^,I£thÌ9 he ib» thece m^y b^> for ought we know» c^her 
%C8 aod\hodies alfò* to which tfaefe motiona may agree, 
t])PJUigh. wfi. cannot difcorn .^her the one or the other,^ 
becaùfe of the fuperlative vaftneis of the height» and tht^ 
iiq^terfdEUon of human airt; of this opinion were Alf^e- 
tfag, Bbavorinu^ the philofopher, and others. 

By all that I hgye faid» I do not pretend ta iaftr^ 
t^iftB i» Jiiifig» whe^of thou wert ignomnt: I iesaom tbr^k 
l^ g^n^ral famjc» and the chara^er 9f men of jqdgm^M» 
t^ be un accompliQ^ed mafter in Xhis myfterious feienoej*. 
biUt I refled that on the ini:on.ftancy and doMbtfwjy^^b q£ 
nen'a reafon in thefe matterai» as an introduétion tp the li- 
berty I will take of telUng thee once again n^own:. 
thoughts concerning comets» which fixà fuggeited the 
tcPuUe I BQW give thee in t;hÌ8 ktter» a^ I did onco: before 
ofi th6 like occafioA. 

Suffer me tabe a tittk pi«lix and tedious» for tb^^ 
fpeculatiojxs are ftrong» apd not handled with ^e% qv, in 
a few words. I would £iin fee the aftixiAon^ar. th^ hd» 
been in heanen» and can give me an accoimt what is the 
tiite motion of the plan^ ^Sajrs, or that has difeotered 
the exa6i ingrefs of the fun into the equinoifitiri poiiita;: 
Idt him aUb reveal to mc the natmrc of the galaxy» and 
vshat fubftances or qualitiea they a» wbtdb compofe die 
x9iikj way : Thflfe mssc fuljt^ wUsb ha«e pii2zlid:.aa 
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antiquity, «md the w£fefl of thefò modem times are ài 
much to feek at their others. O fatal darknefft of thif 
mortij ftate ! what tnifb of ignorance and error arc our 
minds envek>péd whh ? We are perpetually bewildered in 
a4ii{>yrinth and circle of fcepticifms andambigaides; lie 
fun by day difck>fes to us the outward featnres and linea- 
ments of thefe lower elements ; the moon and ftars are 
not backward to fhow us the face of the heavens by night» 
unlefs fometimes the envious fpirits of the air draw a veil 
of thick black ckmds before the lovely pidure, and leave 
tt« all in darknefs : But fate .has hidden from us the inte« 
nor parts of heaven and earth, and all the other beings itt 
the ufliverfe. ^ 

AiiM^g the reft, I cannot but conceive we are ftrange- 
\j miftakcn in the nature of thefe comets ; for if they are 
oi^ certain heaps of inflammable matter, kindled in the 
air by tfie force of the fUn-beams, or by fome other influ- 
ence ^f nature, how come they to have fo regular and diC 
tin^ a motion of th^ir own ? how còme they to rife and' 
fet at certain hours every day and night, varying only as 
the heafenly bodies do, in appearing earlier or later one 
day than another, according to the fucceflivc alteration 
of the four feafons of the year, that fo they may pafe, 
like them, through' a& the figns of the zodiac ? If the^ 
earth moves j-^nd thefe comets be in the air, they mull 
needs be carried round with the motion of the whole vor- 
ten i but it is apparent to human fight, that they are not 
thus w4iirled round with the atmofphere,* but have a dif- 
tin^, and fometimes a quite contrary motion ; thc^ are ^ 
ftatic, direft, and retrograde, like the planets, which' t» * 
ahnoi): a dentoÀftrtetion th^t their feat is in tbe heavens, àf ^* 
leaft abov« the interfeding orb of the moon ; and if fo, I 
fhoidd be gkd to have an account of their generation ahdf ' 
of%iisalj for the fubftanceof the heavens being tmmfxta<i * 
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ble, «nd m>LtAi1>|<e^ to any ch^ageor -corruption, it ii- 
^inpofiijbk that any o^iy poilbumous b^iag can be gene- 
rated there. There may, I believe, in every age, be 4Ìi£. 
f lofed and utuabined foiAe. glittering forage w, the hfifn- 
vens, whiclx before lay hid and locked, i^ in the treaCi»^ 
of tW Mod High; but th#^y|irisas old a^Ahe. .world itfdjf^ 
That is my weed ; kt other Hjen think what t;hey pleafe- 
If I (^ould wonder at any thing, it would be at the mii^ 
taken piety of thof^, who, to avQid the Chary bdis^ qf a- 
theiihi, which attribute» aU things to aatur/e orjch^ice, 
:&U into the Scylla of fanaticiftn and. religious dotage, 
vhilft they vainly aflcrt, that. every new a}(er^oa in t^ 

* world is an effe(5l of God's immediate, cres^ ve. po^et. 
Not a child is conceived, but God then a«d ther« ci^eates 

. a foul for it ; not a plague, fire, peftileiK:e, or any other 
' common calamity happens, but they muft diilutb the xeft 
of the Eternal Deity, and make him have a . panicDjar 
chief hand in the confpicacy ; fo of contete they, "prefage 
tremendous things, .as if God had immediately <;reaied 
tliem to warn this lower world of fomeapproachtog judg- 
ments; whereas, according to the diéiatea of more impar- 
tial reafon, they are the produéks of his firil fiat,, when he 
made the univerfe, only he has refer ved the revelation of 
;them to certain .periods of time. But thefe iojct of peo- 
ple a&ont Gtxd really, for fear of aiTrontiogUMm; they in- 
jure his goodnefs, to fave hi& omnipotence ; and» by a baok- 
Uowthey ftrike at both, in defence of his fuppofed arbi- 
trary will. ** Let not my foul fit down in their cabak, 

* nor my mind liden to the fecrets of their divinity." 

O (age Ofman, I belici^ that all things flow from God 
by an emanation without beginning, aodfubiift on him 
by a dependence which (hall know no end; with- himtthe 

* caufes of all fleeting and decaying things hai^e a perma- 
*• nent JJLability y iarhim refide iaunutabkipf^riss. of what- 
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hevcr h Tubjeél to change ) in his étefnd eflbiDCd do live 
the principles aiid model» of all beings ; but foe h ti<> dtflj 
kboarer ; it is a grand contempt of the Divioe Majdlyv 
lAms to iiyrade the reft and fabbatifm of the Moft High» 
trho dvrelh for ever iit iofiinte and eternal' fofitudo and 
Ulfs, to.mak^him thedmdgeof hit ereatured, i^hohas 
ten thoufand thoufand myriads of angels to esKCUte hhs 

Undoubtedly he has contrived the unlverCi with fuck 
ineffable itrt, that his whole plcafnre is performed by fe- 
cond canfes : Thiskifii^e machine is full of wheels^ and 
has an etertiai iBOtioti» whereof he is the óiigindl ^ring. 
If I may defcend to fo low n coritparifonv obferve but the 
eoiirfe of am^r ; when once he has turned ^he cog òS 
his infll» he has na mone to do hot ftandttSl-smdlook on; 
the work goes forward of élfdf wjdicmt any more of hit 
hbour tfll he ftop it ; fo the Sttpreoie.Aitifty jwhcin he 
^ttd once kt the fmmum mobfle a-going» had no mone to 
do but to enjoy himfelf in eternal beatitude, 
r It js an indignity to. the omnipotent God, to &y • or 
think he was not able to make ti woiid as perfeéi-as^a^ 
mortal man can frame the imagination of. Now I think: > 
it is very eafy to conceive» that, as a hand-m^» whick 
continually requires the attendance of fomebody to keepL' 
It in motion) has lefs of artifice in it than a water 91* a 
wind-mill» which go of themfelves ; fo a worlds that muft 
ihrays have its maker (laving and drudging, toSing and 
moiling at the produ<5l of every individual generation and 
and corruption of every new event, or what appears to us 
be fo» is not fo excellent and perfeéi» as one that can per-' 
form its own ta(k by the neceilary force which one co^- 
gnous atom has upon another» like wheels upon, wheelsi * 

To conclude all ; undoubtedly the works of God aire, 
moft perfed and lull of wlfdom ; he inade 2U. tbii^gs firom 
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tternitfy and tiiey obey hit lavvr ; he fans ippiadated ttkè 
timet and featfbnt of ipaod ind.eiil,. the fymptòmarwiieMSb 
^a.f|)edr ta maokiod in vajaoRtaanncft f in «keftmaraB^ 
ipifioat by night» in oouvout accideatt by. day^ in firofiiè^ 
Aes add general imhi£pcKA^ in •appanttènt, j^pfékre%< m^ 
fDooaroiu formt» in ktaren; wd^aUtbe tieétrafit y£tuSi^ 
io comets. '.• 

But» oh learned Adrooneth ! docs it therefore fottówi^ 
fhat thefe £gns,^ the& àpf^àiitians» (ihefe eomet% 5cc. are 
ùeùAj created for the>làke of mankind ì An there not 
Tartoqt cndt and nlipa. of tlkt^gwl Are there oot the 
^cd ftar^ and the-pkoett» ac«oT^g to ^kcir tiiffierent 
«onfigurationt and afpedt, fignt of good and e«3» àè wcS 
J» comets? and ave not the ftart at old as tke 'woxUf 
li^iy OEny not the cometa be fo too» though tkey are 1^ 
^alcd at certain ftated periodt of tane ? 
:t.. There it one comprehensive rea&a &r all| in tliat ém^ 
ili qaterfi and I will £iy no more to the &ge A^'o^nedi^ 
Ibr whom a word it efficient» 

-^ I pray Htaven dttert from thee th<e infloence of evil 
Aftft; and thiit vi^hOft thott ccfntemptateft their order^ mt^ 
tion, and efficacy, thon mayeft not tumbk iato a dkéi^ 
itt did Anaztmenesy aftd Thales the Mikfian aftratóger. 

• Fm-ìs, 9th of the là Mooii, óftht Tear i68r. 
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Tbf peofik of Home haviiig abollfhcd the government 
tff kings, transferred the foverctgnty on Brutus and Col- 
fetfhiis, thtf ehàmpìóns of their liberty, alterkig both their 
tight and tkle; for they caBed themconftils, not kingt, 
«idotf^Aicd that their pow^flionldlaftbut-a year, wiricfc 



èclng «xpxcc4 ^Béw ortf 9 were «kded ni ilielr ftead: Ami 
the tea&iawhy thef Imd !#•» wmi that Bf one pmvetl 
Igrtttlt]^ ù£ tv}ìsidmÌBàftraìiei»f kjuftice» of t3rnHin7» the '^ 
tiier» liatifig.ti)ual {Mwer, «night a^him, anJre&tfy the 
^ébUtt a£w«. They, were -alfo called confnk, to pift 
tllcttia ^iid that they were t& did nothing arbitrarily^ 
Imt in alt things of importance to cénfult their fdlow-dU 

So gtatt vrm the jo j of the Romans upon iJin reooterj' 
cf their freedom^ that they conld fcarce believe it w« 
trae* but as it ofas^y ^rout ih any furpivfing happinefsp 
àfi feei^das a dk^m^ and fo iiiTeterate #aa tfaetr atejt 
lit» for kitt^i that the]f «SpeUed Co&àtinus' t&m the^ 
tf» «nly teeatifè he was .nephe# to Tarqmn the Froui^ 
whofe name ^ he bore Valeti^» Publicola was fubfil^ 
tuf e4 in his fteady a inan iifigukrly devòfitd to the «{HiMifc 
Ijood ; he owned bimfHf the creàtufc^ o( tte pcopk» and 
^ipe poMrer of appeaHng from htin' to^ theno ; aaA U^ 
he might offend them by the lofty buildibg^^if^f hit honfii 
iSRbich idfo ftandtng on a roek, feemed ftroog as a caftlef, 
lie pnlkd down the lipp^ ftoreys» aad «ade it levels wiUk 
ordtnary boufea. . i 

« Bmturhis ec^èagur was no leA fijudi^ud than ht tà 
gain the favour of the citizens^ even with the defbrnétiMi 
and (laughter of hi^ own cbiMren^; for when he però(eÌT^4 . 
his fons confpiririg to reftore the abrogated monarchy, ht 
brought them forth into the forinti, of tnarket-place, and 
having caufed them to be fcourgcd witli rods, he behead- 
ed them ; thus demon ftratiiig, that, as a patent of the 
people^ he adopted thetn h- ibe vooin of bi# pc^-fidioBs 
children* , u^ 

'The Ronnms being from this time made pecféétìy free^ 
^rà took arms in defence of iheir ^eif/^ottì&lhljéertyy ». 
igainft tbond^èilring te'ng^ ntftti for €he:^j^4l.# 
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ibm dQvmhmi theaibt their cais£ed6i«ti^ and l^ftiof 
aU £»r glory andeipj^, hthg OB.erery fideinir^ed aad 
aajiokfted by the adjacent peof^ ; for they had jio ten*- 
lories h^t withift the walls of their city j fo that they 
^w^re no (bontr out of tb« gat«8, but ftbcy were, «pofeé 
io the Turcaa& and I^aiin», .bct^véesi wìiom. ibe citysvi» 
feated as it were in the , middle $ therefore, refeiving- 1^ 
enlarge their territorie«, they took one city and prof ìb«^ 
after aB9ther> till at length they became lea&ers of aM 

It^ly, 

Their- firft expedition was aga^ft Porfeana, King of 
^ T«)r<$ap&} whor took. the fi<ld with a great rara^» ha^r 
jg^.th^.X^i^quinB along with him» whoia he. undertook t# 
.H^tcHabtiih m the. throne of their fathers ^ he' loadc fievce 
9l)d rcfolute adrfnees, pofféiing himCdf oftbe hill Jani- 
ifi^ulunxy and the avenues of the city, where he befie|ped 
ììm^oBi clofei and preQed thosa with fanune ; yet tbe.Ro- 
fXi$x4 fttdaiued all ,with adiitirable brav^ ; and th^ir fiout 
^efiftàncc had tbisefici^, that at length Porfennii, when 
he had almoft Vanquifhed them, made a league of pea<;efc 
lie was. chiefly moved to this by thofe prodigiet and mf- 
rades of Roman- fortitude, Horatiys Cocks, Motius Seae* 
jrola,' and CleUa ; the firfl of which, when he waa aot a- 
Jble alone to keep off the unequal throng of his enemies 
lev 07^. where c^wding on him, at length broke down the 
bridge» and fevatn acrofs ,the Tiber with his weapons 
inhaod; thr focond . attempting to kill Porfenna in h» 
own camp, when by mifbike he had, iaftead of the king, 
fiabbed his vifìer ot fecret^ry, and for that fa£l was feized, 
he tbruA his right-hand, th^t was guilty of the error, ia- 
to the fire, faying, with a menacing voice, " Thiak not 
^thyfclf the fafer, O king, becaufe ^thou hàà e&apcd my 
iiand, fince there yet remfeMathrec hundred JRomMis who 
have' all fwom to n^^e the fame attempt.'' Porfenna 
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tccmbledy and wa& aft»xnfli<d at tl)€ boldiiefs oi them^ni 
wh^ft Màtìus ftood fttll^ undaunted» with his hahd brotl»- 
iBginthe fire, as aE'demonftFatioiiT of his invincible con* 
ftancy, and of the truth of what he affiftncd* Thus did ^ 
tho£e:twoi famous men behai^e thctÀfelveè; and as if a gk^ 
news envy -had liertncnted the vittec of the female kxy a^ 
edrtoin i>obte virgitt, called Cklfa, who' was given in hoft-^ 
sige to King Forfeana, tfcap^- her guards by night, and 
moimting^ horfe which ^^ found in > the way^ fwatn over, 
the Tiber on him. Porfenna, as if he were terrified at 
tbe fortune» at>d ftupendtms refólutión of the Romans,. 
e#^nted to a peace ^ but the Latins wo^d not kt thern^ 
reftifo, f»r they alfoattemjitee to rettore the Tarquins^j 
Mt£Q mudi in love to them, as out of fipiteto the inha-A. 
bftants of Rome," being dcfirous to fee that people at leafb. 
fiibfogated at borne, who lorded it fo abroad: There wa»i 
a^ bto^dy fight between them ;; and the ^utte goes, that;^ 
two gods^ CaAot and Pollux^, were preletit on.whke hor>*<» 
f(C^ as fp^^ators of the combat ; wherefore,, albera ther 
Rodxrans-kad gotten the vidory, they butlt a temple to* 
thefe warlike deities, asaftipend or reward to their chamx» 
pions. And thus far they fought, for liberty, wiiich hav-* 
iag {«iccef^ully aiferted and eftabdUhed, they were mvplv-* 
ed in freih wars about-^he coofiuea of their. dominioir., « 
. .it wi^Jtild be too tedious to rehearferthe W9ansm& baltica' 
and eaeooBters between them and the. neighbouring na-* 
tioas, wk^pein at lafk they always got the vj£bQry,,a]»d ex«* 
tended the limits of thoir empire fair and wide; .fach aUb» r 
aud.fo prodigious were the adiions^ exploits» ^d hardy 
. performances, of tliis (lout people, that when .King Pyr* » 
rh«i8 confidered it» he broke forth into this exclamation e ; 
«* How «a£y were it (faid he) to.obtaiit the.empire of the! 
world, -Mtere. Pyrrhus.Kmgofthc Romaas^ ox the Rof? 
HiaoBioWicrs ta.fjscrSuai'/ ' ,. > / i 
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Yet as fiift tt this vìaorióM people eoUrgtd tke if t«r- 
fttones sbtoad» fo did their ftdltioiw and tumdt« iilcnoafe 
■t home» raifcdby the ambhion of fome, and Ae éffoon- 
tent of others^ till at kngth they hiid entirely M»docd all 
Italy to their «^edkace ; ia wbich. eaMrprife tbey fpent 
five hundred yean» heCoce they, broti^ht it to peffe&leiu 

' Then, iakit afire which devours alMthe wood k.iheefts 
ia its ^tay^ till ita fary be Hopped by the inlciicQUrfit of 
foaae riverii fo the Romaos eeaied not to ceoiquer to the 
Tcryrfhorct of Italy ; bat when they coofidered Sicily asM 
iQoft rich and pLeatiftil iilaady oidy rent» aa it. vere» by 
Ibme io^ariot» iboke of time» or fate^ or chanre» froan 
their oontineait» they re£i^ved to uaite thefe agaia by arms 
and war» which could not be joined together by bridges 
or piers ; and a very favourable opportunity prefentedit- 
felf to them for this purpoCe» whilfb the confedeialed 
people of Meffina, the chief mart of that iiland» oom^laia* 
ed df thctyaanriy pra£ii£ed by the Cacthaginia». : « .. 
- At'.dmt time Rome and Carthage weve:Jem»llQU9^of 
.each other» bodi equally rivals foi Sicily and the «mptre 
lOjBthe worfid ; therefore, under a mafic of helptn|r their 
firiends aad allies» the Romans betook themfeives to the 
fea» bat with real defign to enrich themfeives vrith booty, 
and adidwf ibis IQand to their empire; whiift the C^ctha- 
^giaiaiM.d|>pcaredilike open eaemiea and pirates» «jori^hoilt 
aiiy difguifc Thefe having lofi: their fleets ia- variai» 
confiiAa» thcicàfte yieldiDg to that of Rome» the Somaas 
nwde Sicily a tribotary province, and then reduced Sardi- 
nia and Corfiesu Thus» having e]q)e]led the' Caithagi» 
«iatts out of aft the iflands of the Meditercaa«Bm Sea» there . 
nmaiaed nothtag fior thcsato eon^uer on that fide bat 
Afric itfdf» where al£o they baded» and took aboaethfte 
hundred plaoea of. ibreagth/in a ihovt time».thoogh they were 
ftoa^y oppofcd, not only bf me%'b«tatfo'bf i 
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.{df acdftàin'fttiptndouft great ferpcnti an hundrwi.aiid 

twenty foct ia lehgtiH anneyed their camp very much, near 

tìhe river ]&e«gada,ft8 if this dreadful bea^ had come iatotbe 

world en porpofe lo 1»e tkeohampion of its natirc country, 

taad defend or revenge oppdrefled- Afrié : But Rcgi:doty 

yahsoià ttókorìou» arms neither men, nor moi^fte^, nor fatè^ 

eouM kiklicrto reift, xftade nto ftop, till he came witli hf^ 

'army liefbre the walls of Carthage ttfeUv the root of all 

4his war* Here fortane hegaa to fail off from hrm^ and 

i|At>ve his etiemy, yet io as o&ly to give an occafioit for 

\fiiG Roman virtue to a^ar'mtire illuftriotti ; for though 

iby the good- corrdo^ of Xantipptis the Lacedeaatoniita gè- 

nemU thirty thoaland Romans were killed iii one fight, 

-fuid Regalus himfelf takes prifoftcr, yet fo great a mis» 

• fbrtsne could not make him lofe himfelf, or fink into any 

(poffioa beneath the conftancyand fortitude of an invinci- 

«llie htiv. The Garthagtnians lent him as their ambaff«ak 

dor to the fenat« of Rome, Sé propofe a peaee, and the 

iexehangeof eapttves; but he was- of a contrary féntimént^ 

and difSnadbditbe fenatefrs. frpm hearkentng to any fndt 

-^overtures, ehoofing rather bi^avely to return to his former 

cstp^ity, there to be crucified, than be inftrumental tn 

word or deed to the lead diAiooour or difodrantage of hb 

eomttry I fo that though vanqusihedi he yet< feemed to 

Compii over his conquerors ; and his lamented fate had 

-liàftJai^nce én the Romans', that it made them profe- 

eute^tke wnr with more fiercenefe and ardour, to revenge 

ikn Mood of Regales, than-iii hopes of ronqueft; fb deep 

^^t the imprefiions of lovc^ which a good general, living 

'ór dead» makes in the hearts- of his foMiers. Thus the 

war was renewed again in Sicily, wbeienr tiié'^omaàs 

^oaitie off coaquelors ; add' as- a» evidence of the ^eatneft 

^ their TÌélory, they fhowed an hundred and twenty^ eie* • 

ylMmtt-. laken^fiom the untemy in the fidd, which woidd 
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liav€jbeen,a,g«eiit,{)f^tbad they ];^Q lfii;itii..ia baotiiigy 
bvt now ferved only as a trpphyjrof a mor^ .^penfive con- 
quefl. This vidory was obtaiined ia the QOoAiiihq) of 
Metdtus,- whi<;;h if^a*' fpUowcd by aj^rrible ovdrtbfiow at 
fcain Uiat of Api^Cla,ttdi«Py.wh^n^b^ R^ogian» fce.med 
iiot fo much overcome by jtheir cnernie»,. .aa by. the pro* 
fanp«f&.of .their ^ner^, or tlie divine. ye^gcanqe ; foi; b^ 
confulting, the augure before he b^gan the ^^gagemca(# 
chicken» were let out of their coop^ to o^ferve.the wifb- 
. «4- for tripudiation of the corn they were to feed on ; but 
>vben the ox^bculou^ btrda would not tafte a grain, tìn g9* 
juer^y difguft^ at the &tal 009^9 conunanded .^em tothfi 
gowned in. the fea* Xajfing with an impious .j^^, ^* Siiiee 
they, will not eat, let them drink their fill.'- In the fame 
pl^jce was the Roman navy funk and deilroyed* 
. Th^re were many fuch encounters as tbefe b^ween 
tb^m» for the fpace of £bttr-and twenty years and up^^ank, 
even till tbe confulihip of Lutatiu» Catulus,- when the e-> 
aemy feemed not to advance with a fleet- of, fbips» well 
inanned and rigged with all necefiarics, . but all Carthage 
..appeared upon the fea, with the woods and for^fts round 
about it. This proved its ruin f for they were too heavy 
for fervice, whereas the Roman navy was light and cxpe- 
dit^.QUs». like a moving . camp in the fea ;..«in. a word» tbey 
ii^t upon the CarXhag^ians fo furioufly» and Aiatlteredth^f 
Tj^iTels with fuch.fpoedi that aE the fea between Saidini^ 
and Sicily wa$ covered with the difmal wrecks^ and this 
vi(f^ory was fo g^at, that (hey bad no farther . thoughts 
gf failing to Afric\ and razing the walls of their enemies, 
that being count ed** needlefa»^ fince Carthage was iiow ex- 
tinguiftied in the.fea.,. , 

After this war wasEnifhedy^ the Romana enjoyed a (ho^ 
t£fl,..as. it were to > breathe tb^ni^lves ; and. as a dcmoj»> 
Acatioikof gcaec^ th€L.temfk«»f J[aatt9 wa«./but'.upjLÌt.ha«- 



iog been donftsiòtty.opeA befóré^ from- the beigli of-Ntiitia 
Fi^itipiltus j àod'thfo'diftiiKaion wsm the public emblctn df 
psace.o«war. r , 

Thou wik not hate patience to rts&d their wara with 
the Lrigutjans^ Gauls, lilyrran^ Mae«dt>niaRs^ Symn?; 
Gemiate, Spaniards, and, in fine, with th€ nroft potent 
oaFtioiis x>&'-c9iith;;it: will ht ae trkfome to be detlrj^ed 
with a r^earfalof their dom^ftie < feditigli s, 'and changes 
of government j fiiffice it tofay> that this people gref» 
worfc'by the increaie of thdreoipire; and after. they had 
itibTerted CarthagCy Corintb, Numi^titia,^ ami (^ther fyr 
mous titkò <yf Europe, Afia»' an4 Afric ; a^^tjbey had 
fubdned Gaul, Thrace, Ciccia, Cappa^oci'd, Armenii^ 
Bmaiff, and many other moà rich and opulent proviaecN 
abroad, they began to make wars among themielveà; theiy 
former virtues turned into vices ; the feditions^ confpiraf 
ck»f and emuktioné of the Triumviri, the 1 nbunes^ of 
Cabaline, Marius, Sylla, Anthony^ Pon^ey,- and a thoQf 
&nd other popular commotions, helped towards the eó^ 
^fioQ of thi» ein|>ire, whieh feemed to be the fuppprtof 
9k\ thing». ' . % ';: 

Moil divine of the .fuccefibrs of the prophets, fehi^ «aft 
empire is now become but as'a (battered ikeleton.of . an 
f ient Ròn^e^ aad mo^ ?>f the e^tierior memberb are f^en 
fo-thc ihamof.tbe ali-conquering Ottomans. God, per* 
petvate the vi^ries of true believers, and yet grant thM 
their cofique&& may . ^ot out lafl their virtues. ' •. 

'' P^fI*, 8th of die 3d MeoD, of the Ycai i6%t* 



VIII. — To Dgnet Oxjlou. • "*' 

1 AM.a& wag]p£h,as'a jfmi^axj th^t luis .aewl)t receive^ 
Im afpera ^ . there is moie fatùre in mt at thi^ time- tfaaii 
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diere was m Javtfnal and Perfius» -and yet it is mtf the 
dregs of what I have v«ntcd on fomrle^oed bigots hcne 
is Paris, with whom I have been drinkiag ^wleXwo ot 
4hrec hdurs ; i tell thee plainly» I put off the mtifiolaiao 
for a while» and took my glafies frankly, «r like, a Nan»- 
ncne, • ; »: 

The difcouf fe we were upon vmA aftrok>^ and the aa* 
vat of comets» &c« ; tut Ood^tumble me headloag into 
Uxe bp of Tagot) if ewr I heard fach bloekheads, dunces 
feols, fots; i know not what to call them properly* 
Zounds I how <»n human reaibn be fo d^auchcd ì Ham 
can man become fuch afthilieiiifible piece of ftuii^ ta thiok 
Mdiey do^ They made me bluih for fbame or anger; 
Jthey made me forry that I was a man to be ranked in the 
inne lift with them ; however» I {ìippre&d my hafltng 
flholer ; I bit my lips and nails» and ^ every thing that 
pttienee oeuld foggeft,- for I uiè to be a -very boon com^ 
panion in my .wine ; but at ^length» as k is the fate of a& 
^IjputérB, wegtew too hot ; there was fuch m tempcft of 
words and paflioaate eipreffions, that we could har^ 
find a grain of fenfe; at laft we fell from words to blowtf 
and I, though old and crazy, held up my head as well as 
1 could. 

ISIiou wilt believe, at this age^ I have ii^ great ftrengtby* 
bat I tdl thee my courage is the fame as when I was ba||^ 
ftve^and-twenty ; I eatoot flinch from provokittg d8u^^ei%. 
and when I am thoroughly inflamed wkh Irr^th» death ^ 
itfelf appears to ase in the fame figvre vrhidi painters give 
it,. a mere naked flceleton, which I have more reafon to 
.pity than fear ; if I am afraid of any thing, iti is q£ 
Isrraking it» bones, aivd fpoiling its (hape, in the dafii c£ 
my'fufy ; fo tender am I even of death itfelf, the obdiir 
late aad ioexoraUe deftroyerof all 
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. Ckte M)£tbt coApaoy» thait wsMia pilkft^.aid &t j%ht ori»' 
s^nA^mf at the t2ible« threw his four- cornered cap i^ 
mtf hdady-whyft hmaiest neighbtowr .checked him fof hÌ0 
iofokace; hut he, waa full of fait, and enipty of reafoii or 
«n^ty ; a> gnathulkmg. fx^Uow^ tlm makes a Bgure Uk» 
the flatue of «Pont Ginello,. at Catanea in Sicily» only he 
«a Iktk tallei ; btit he has.a fwtaging tun of a carc^fe* 
. A&cf he had abufed me thlss» he fwore» <^ If he >iid 
the chalkeof the altar in hi» haodf ht would do the fame 
things nay» if he had the co&fccrated wine in it, he wQmU 
wm the biood of Chrift.into poiibn» aa be could Vftn wioe 
JDM» bkiod, to be revmiged of me%" .> 
. . Tbere was by gcA>d chance an Afmeimp or xwq ui the 
QOtnpaby» (not any of Soly man's giasg) who ^iook him' 
Up upon hia menace ; they ehaUetiged him fevdrely to an» 
£wer his words before the Archbiihop of Pads ; but tiui 
cuoniog prieft had moie wit in.his angej^ whca he begim 
io refied on the bad coofecpiences. t$ a liammont, he 
crouobcd, wheedled^, and £iwncd Hloea^aDiel^ So UaÈ^: 
fyà aore they of a fpdriiual court», which is «kaoft at had^Hit 
fiance as the Inqotiittoa in Spain* • ; « .. c.s 

V Theit.there was a captain», an old miki eÉierkutf a pa^, 
lioner» who having not drunk fuch a quantity 0Ì. inacj 
ma^y a d*y^ to&k m^* paort* hesaofe he òàxm nnpààt of. 
jàA xMe, iat he i^ever fa«r me belciKr hi his Itfe^iime^ as^L 
Jtnow of ^ however» the oM gentleman. ihMvcd: himf^lf} 
ftoDt» aaé demonftrHtcd that hew^ltild ftand a pufh fe, 
iinib; hoc tdiere was aobodfr wonld oppofe Um» fave mys- 
(elf, aad I did k m wrh cietkif not mmuor tikfe «ifi^ 
God knows. I prayed the goc^ old man ti» he pacified:^ 
I hod my Yigh^ haad to my btcaftv andahcaved both that 
and the other joined to heaven ;j I inT«:atad all .ihe p«h 
triarchs and p^ophtts; i hawM atvth^ fuRt^^aaìijiogébf^ 
'\ fiimmottcd God- iàaà^y ìiasSsàt ta appea» m m^ 
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vin<licati(in-5 butiiotlHng'Wolild d4» fevedo^nrigfat Bght* 
ing. ' -, 

Ti> it we went pellmiieU ; the fallows oatbe other fidr 
of the tab'e vvere eager ; nothing would fatisfy them but 
Wood ; th-n'r rnpiers were drzrwn,-atid they were up^nTtef- 
^afs, when I Irartcd up, and «rjed out aloud, " G^'ntle** 
men, it is the wrong minute for ye to fight in; Mars is in- 
tJie eighth houfe, in conjunftioa with Saturn, aìtìd in quar» 
rile wit-h'the fun,isi fery m*dlevolent afpee^T' Upon thi^ . 
tWy^gréw^U madder thati before. " Damn that aàrolo^ - 
gcis" 4ay« one-j " Curie upoa his fioinach," fays another^ 
tiH at lad they all fell foul upon me ; only my fide cap^* 
ttml Iloéd up illdy for me : >I did what became «^ man, . 
but' it is* to htft bravery I owe my life ; for one oJF the op-* 
pofite fparks mode a full paf^ ^t my breaiV, wrhich -the* 
ileble old captain parried, with a fudden (hoot of hia amK 
alksraft, and adexUfity wbich I can never admire enoughs 
V'l, d»t had^nvili)er fwovd nor fkiU in the fcieiu:^ of- 
ftesmgi itttoogiit it okj part to expofc my body between 
my if«ealin^ frieads and enemies, fince ili the occafion of 
this quarrel was on my account, as an aftrologer ; I leap^*» 
ed-tipl^nthe ti^ley-aiid feizedupon the fword of my cap* 
tarn's aotagooift ; I fmiled upon him at the (ame time,, 
and tonvinced*h^Bl that I waa not in anger $ I tmfted it* 
ouc*^ of This, hànd^ with a oomplaifant Tioleace, and them 
the ftrife «fas' «ppeafed $ for it waa no( he that began the-. 
ìfÈuteìf ^hj more tban my.old captain ; but t&e prieft. 
was wholly m the fault, who iliagglii^ out of hisfphere, 
pretended- to fet. up for an. aftrolog«r> and tcH us things, 
that weutd-not fquare wi^ reafon. 
' My Dgnet, thou-knotrcft^tne,. aad';^ my inclinations ;. 
thou art ienfiUe that 1 Qaasot (loop to the xnagifbEnKl. 
ditee»<^«rvor, north* boid impofitiQua of i^^raace;;. 
ler nhem approaiii'/ as * oeEir^aa jhey will ilo tnitb on thei . 



fo let thou and I tnjoy ourfelvet in perfeft tmoquilHty. ! j 
'Paris, i)th of the 5th Moon, of the Year^Si. 



IX — Tf> Hamet, *iieis' Efendty Frkcffal Setretar^y of the 
OUcman Empire. 

XXATiKO in my laft fpokcti of the prcfent ftate of Venice,* 
whécein I omitted nothing that I thought ii^^orth thy ol>« 
fervation» I (hould"!K5w in order' too^h irpoi» Oandià, ^ 
Orefe, the nibft cofir]devBl>l^4flàml that the Venetians tirol 
loàg ago hi(d ufidéc &di? obedience ;' but ffDoe by the 
(at« of war it is fsfleé into the hdnds of the'Tv6iork>tift 
Ofman»» I will fey btit very iittle of it, and paft ^o tJ* 
other rcpublfcrof Europe. *" 

There is 00 doubt %ut flnce the conc^eft of C^andia bf 
the muiulmansy the imperial city abioandft with: geogrà^ 
pMoM defcriptfons; nattural^ m^nd, and poiitkalobfenmÀ 
tions on It ; but perhaps they are wanting^ in %he \pAibif. 
of.,that*faniOus ifland, in regard the books of the gentiles 
are not much read by the true believers; and it isfroni 
tbefe only we can coMeél the ancient nfemdirs of the na* 
tions which were once in their own poffeffion. . < 

This ifland was once cdiled Crete, and fakl- to be thu 
Burfery of Jiìpiter^ as aéfo his f^pulchre ; it obtained iike<* 
wife the title^ of HecatompoHs, becailfe of the hundred 
cities that were in it ; and fome called it the ifland of the 
archers, in regard the inhabitants being taught from their 
infancy to handle the Scythian bow; grew fo cfxpert ia 
that exercife, that they forpaffed ail other nations: . ' 

The Lacedemoniaàtf,' Athenians, and ether irenowncd 
commonw^althé of Crt^eee, reoeived' their iaws^from -awn 
born in this ifland, as Plato and- Pliny teftify } and yet 



SiéiHPMeMOb^of'ftlwfcmmi poeCb, giv» diem 8 bad 
charaacTi v^tn he %B| K^vrif «m) ^fni sumà B^t yi^ ^ 

Theif w«i« much sddiéked alfo to all kinds of farcerf 
«né cadurotnientt» a fhHidiileftt race d people, cOTetoas^ 
greedy» idle, and ignonuit of ingeokms arts and fètimcél/ 

Yet notwhhflaadtng thi^ they were fo j^werfal of «Id; 
that they oould, as with a bridle» curb all Greece. Dor* 
lag the reign of oae of tfieir kingst whofe name wa» Cy* 
deo^ came «p the «fe of Pyrrhic mcafares, with'wUeh 
tiie yowth babg anpod a^>«a-pee, danéed wkh great !»> 
bottr and fweat ; and the tnhabitantB have all along been 
.fo tenaciaoi of thk eufliom, that it k oUcrved to thb day 
ffno«kg tbct raftlc Caadiott on their hbSdayt ; for atittiA 
^mes the yoath of the iflaad meet together, armed wilb 
a bow in one hand, smd a naked fword in the other, widi 
à ^uifci* of arrbwt haaging at ihcir badia, and thus they 
ffittdaacff indeiiitigably in the heat of fiunmer, even at 
nDOB«^ay^ when t^e foa fcotchea all tkiq^ wkh ialbp» 
fAfftaUe: fenrònrs. - ^ 

In procefs of iime, this idand beeama tskfytSt" to tha 
Ckaeian empire, and as fuch fell into the haada of Bald;» 
KiB,. Count of Flanders, and Emperor of Conftaatitiopit^ 
who gave it to the Marqwi» of Mootfarrat, by whom it 
ItM £D]d)to/tbe Venetians in the year 1 194, for an incre- 
dible iom of money, and that rtpublfc has held k evd^ 
fiace, tiH it was lately taken from them by the invinoibk 
Ottomans. 

% It ia wprth rediack, that Candia, the chief city of thia 
ifle (calkd.Gaftro and Candax by the Greeks) is a pkpee 
of that prodigiema ftrèngth that It fnftatned a blockade of 
twenty^lwo years, from 1645 to 1Ó671 and after that a 
fisge of two years, from 1667 to 1669 \ in which fpactfi 
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The n€xt republic tti order it that of GellOJ^ a ékf 
•whole power ané «mpare waé&rgvrater in former timet 
fiuHii it id at ^prefent ; {or th^y^extenddd their don^ibiit 
enti to Ch« Blaok Se», ivbeit^ Taat», that patU Eiiropi 
frten Afia, poors iier waetemoto'the Rdnf Mtootfti ^ Herv 
thef poieifed' the eit^ Theodofit or Qaft^ « kt» caft^ 
ed at this day ; they alfo made themfdvea naften of Cp 
fims, Leibos» Chios» with-other iikuids in the Ardiipehu* 
go, aodeveoof Pemittelf» ihat. «ad^vikeBt' a^nrfl t» 
tbeimperbl city. > ■ ' - i ■ .r, 

. STct from the begittning they Vfàre ieodatmkt. of tK» 
Rommi .empirei tiU the year '6c» of the Chriftiaatbctiftf 
fixr then Lotharis, king of the Lombards, looklihe ckyi 
by foree^ «id fdnnd^rcd it } fa«t when, after iomc y«ar% 
k- had recowred itf prtftiae glory again» Chaik» L amé 
Us tua Pepia, kiiiga of Iiaiy» and their iuseeflbrc the king» 
of Fraace^boi^ role therefor aliaci an haandred yeaffi 
placing governors in the city, who bott the tide of*Coimti 
•f Oeaoa. And w^ea afterwardr the Saracens had fain 
eased Coriicai AdcmanM (then Count of Genoa) armai 
oitft a fiect of gkBeySy invaded the idaad» and haviag d«i 
frated the trae believers, took po(rcffioD.of it, aodredaceé 
kuodor the JQN££&ion of Genoa, whafe pow«r' at thai 
|i«ie was very great by fea. > 

After the dcMainioA^of Charktthe Greaty hts paftant)* 
was by degrees fo dimini/hed, that at length it became ha 
a manner' qmt« e&tindl | the moK potent among the tàt¥^ 
aeas took turns to nforp the govcrameat( and exerdfe a 
tyranny over the inhabitants, which fd exafpeiated tii^^; 
that they often fubmrtC«d themfclvcs to foreign prince*-;^ 
inst liodftng ikìÙ as great inconveuiencie^ in this depend^ 
eace on ftrangcrs, at laft, following the example of the 
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Weik^MMÈf ét^ éhKrfo t& themfch^B a dake, in tlie year 
1337 of the Chriftiatis hegira ; him'they fent with a fleet to 
ewmquer Cyprus, x^icb he accomplrfhÉfà with good fuc- 
fftfo ; for, haviti^ taken the kirtg^ and* queen of the coun- • 
try captivei, he tmprifontd thet»^ till they agreed wtfh 
bim'for a yearly tribttte t6 be paid totheiepubllc ofGe*. 
aoa, ' and then he reftoMd them to their native pòfleflion» 
nSornng only Faiaiaipnfta, the chief dty of the iibnd» to 
ìàùiùM. 

He entered alfo intda war with- the Venetians, but be* 
«^ overcome i» baitdcf at hk return he was de|K>fcd from 
thedvcal office, and thrown into prifon, anojth^ bemg 
thoféaiaihìi piace. /This ^aa more fortunate than bit 
pncdecefliBri^ainil^tfae'enemyi doing them many ii^wi^ 
liatiat lei%fek he was kaied in battle* - 

Then the Gcnoefeeleded another duke, who goiQg to 
Gondanttnofklc, performed foeh emioeiit ferneea to the 
emperor IB. hia irais,.that he gave him the tflaiid -Mity<* 
lone» wliic^ «he Gexka«£e held tili the year 1 354. , 

.: After tkiB they created one to rule over them under 
thè title^of Pcince, in the year 13S1 ; bttt'not liking hi» 
f»reitiment, they threw themfèlvea upon the protedion 
tof Charles VII. Sing of France» who fent thither his de> 
puty. Being foon weary of the French government, they 
joined themfelvcs to the Duke ùf MHan» under whofe pa^ 
tronage ihey lived till the year 1435, and then abdicating 
hkjBkr they created a duke of their own again: Thiaraifed 
fiftdions in |he city, whilft*r<Hne. adhered to the French 
éntereft^ ai^4 others efpoafed the Duke of Milan's caufo. 
^t laH il^ ftli again under the |>ower of the French» 
^om they obeyed» till Andreas d'Otia having queUcd 
theiedi^o|^, .^nd pa(;ilie4 the contentions of the Freggi 
apid Tornf^ twQ^ prevailing fa^ons in the city, one can«>. 
ilh'pg of tlie nol4f s» the- oi.her of the commons, he efta- 
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bliAied chat libetly in tho oomtlK»lw^Ilh^of Ge^fi^'Whicll 
Ihe hai enjoyed «Ter- fince, tiU of kte f<Hii?> ii«ir t^oubke 
hare hcctk given theffi by the.KiogBof .F»aee;^id SpMir* 
. . As to the or^iaal of the Geiioefe>!Ìt iauiiQisrtaiA» Sti^ 
bo and other» are of opujbn that this; natioa ,d^k^ndfii 
from the Greeks,, whilft Th^cjdides denf«» them :fi»id 
th^ SjcUiaofi. They were caUed JUigmanis by ikft-jptg^ 
of Rome^ and Flora», mentloimacieiitam vlifeie.of J^i^r 
rians, who dwelt in the dens. and caves of mountains» bo« 
ing a very fierce and ^^tUke^c^k* 

..But ftow-a^^s the Gkaocfe are aivay polite and cti 
vili&d people» of a lively and iubtle wit, efpeciallymiiKr»- 
cbpnéifing, by which they gs^atly enrieb.themfekca; they 
fure. alfo exceeding indufbriojos, {htmaaag no labour or dan^ 
ger for the fake of gain 5 they appear, ftudtoaa of 'th»fe 
thing» ^which teiid to the good of the comoonwealth, yet 
are ex.tremely fickle, and inconftant» .given to'.fai^oa) and 
diditòus.^ novdty» aais iicuufeft by .what I have befof^ 
related of .them, which . xxrcafioncd a 'cer4iaia king> oip 
France», when one of his I<»rds. taldbimy ** That the Ge- 
noefe were about to throw thcmfelves on his^pationage^'*. 
lo anfiwery not wkhovt fonse indtgnatioiiy i* That they 
JiDghfi go to the. devil £or prote^kion; for I (fays he) w91 
have nothing t^do with men who ace -morti 'tm{l€d£a& 
than the wavea^of the fefté^' 

. This inoonibticy lievcr af^ared more plainly than ià 
the lateconfpiracy- of Freggi and Torni» which had like 
to. have proved of fatial confequenc^* As to Vacherò and 
BéQ^ they were like the dog in £fop's fables» vrh» 
lofi the bone to eakd» at his (hadow in the watet* : So 
thefefeaTmymiidoaa werenot conteilt with^he ft|t>ng party 
whidkthey had made- in the city, buf mud needs go to 
ccBTupt th« navy too^ which ruined all their- deign» fdr 
tfae-plnt was diCcovei^d by one of Jkhe fta loaptajaift. : Tht^ 
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«^iOiiHMrc^tb im bfiffo «fli&ed tvith many w»r» aod 
phfiKSy Irat rumt of ckhsr fort ct^r thvcateoed jt wk& lb 
iifiuch ddiolatioA «8 the lall» the 4nic h«^og almeft fix- 
haufiedliieirtcedCurj, and tbe other m ii(e»v eitq>tied this 
eitf of its inhabitants. As for the firfl màsfortuae, ùui 
f#arcity ofmonej* they ^att» qutckiy* hl»^ to rettedy ^t» 
being pcrfeA ohefailbr and msftert of the philofopher^a 
ftope, if there be Aoy fudi thiag ia. nature ; hvÉt whether 
there be or Jiot» this ia certain» that the Genoe£e are old 
dolors at garbling^ tMofmutie^, aod adulterating of me- 
tab ; and the ^Ottoinao empire has'expaienocd it» to tbe 
great damage of our merchants at Conftantiaople, Soiyr^* 
aa» Aleppo, and other ports, where the Genoefe did put 
off their bafe coin, to the value of fome millions ; buit 
this eheat may coil them dear ope time or other. 

The Gicnoefe appear at prefent more inclinable to mer* 
chandile than to war ; however, it muft be confefled that 
this commcA wealth, has brought jbarth . vidiant and «xpot' 
foidien, asis evident from the famiUca of thel>onaay £pi* 
iK^, and.othersj who have proved £snM>us gjenends^ and 
leaders of armies ia ieveral parts of Europe* 

Of fuch as thefe has Genoa more cai^e to boaftp than 
of any ftrpng fbfts, caftles, or fenced «tties. within her doi 
xxvutioDs in Italy f oay» the chief city, Ge^oa h£^. tm&» 
more in the King of Spain's proteéàion than m her own 
ftrength. That-aooaarch is indebted tp the Geaocfemer- 
chant» eighteen millions of .g<^ befide ihe mterefk of 
***** ^ *'years ; for thk bill vttas.giien in.fco him ia 
the^yè^c 1600 of the Chriftians hegira> By this th«l 
may eft guefs ait the riches of this coimaimweaUh» 

As to the maaner of^heir goyem^eae, k rdtffejDs.oat. 
muoh from- that of Venice, the-fupcciBe powerlseiflg .t» 
1^ hands of the f enat^^ who 1Mb a 4<lke every two yean 
by lotrt iMft of 'feHr mea vriso^are piaopojed M^:w0aAbf4iS 



tè^l hìgk offipei Jfo ttsn can pvoj^oficany tMnff to ite 
&9^^ biit lU« duke Uoifelf» wba Imt ki a flUb^ pB«^ 
be« dnrmg the two years of bis gofemment, and has à 
^m4 ^i &^ kttndvadGtn&aos about hk botile and ^er-* 

It yM^i^i be fiipeiefittoua Jta traabfe thee wità ail account 
c^ the judicial courts^ the manner of jele^ng tile fenatofs» 
aed o^fa^r pnblk: magìArates, with the «eft of thieiV peeu<«' 
li^r p^tic»,; befidesy I believe thou alt ahtioft etoyéé 
wkh tbe length of this better ; wherefere, begging thee 
to t>ut tbe beft eosftnieik»! oa my endeavours, I bid Éitn 

Paris, X7th of the 8th Mobn, of the Year z68r. 



X. — To Dgnet Oglou. 

L FcaMEELY feat a lett^ to the &ge Ofman Adrooncth» 
aftrologer in ordinary to the Grs^-^'Signior, v4tercin I. 
informed hsn ci a comet, or bladrig ftar, which then 
newly appeared in the heavens ; I took an occafion in 
that difpatch to venture my thou^ts concerning the na« 
tore of thefe amasing pheenomena, which fo aftoni(h the 
minds of aiortals, and puzzle the ableft philofophers' to 
difaorer dieir origin : From this dMcd\irfe, I pafied in» 
ifnfibly iato a moie general one, concerning the ftars ; I 
faid what I thoagfat was proper to one of his pnofeffion, 
being uAwiHiag to o£fciid, by l»oo much boldnefs, a man 
eftscmed die moft learned and ac*compli(hed in that fcience 
of this age ; for though I give little credit to judicM a- 
ftinlogy» as it is poraóUfeé ne^-a->days, yet It woéld have 
been an. iobnaltty t» exftt& fo muoh td due that ^ves by* 
it, and wfao^ for his'^emtncutfleill di^evefn, h hoaout^ 
widi the Grand Sigmor^s ttkoMùipiBxiA naoUe petifion;' 
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but yvilh thee I-wtll take the matt fireedom, ia' reipe^of 
tbac iatinwte fami&eìty that has been always between 

That the hetivieoty bodies have an uiflax on this Icmet 
^(ST]éy is an article the general fenfe of aU mankind gk^ 
teftimpny to, wbAftevcry itìoming we rgoice t&itìé that 
l^oriouf orb .of Hght, the fun, imprkit the eaftern fkié» 
and clouds with hia rcùeùiiag rays ; he gtlds the frontiers 
of the horisoo, and decks the tops of mountains with 
cheerf^il bfiglttQefs.; the earth, the air,: and feas, partid- 
^te of the virtue o£ his bean» $ it ia he gi^s Hie' to 
plants and animals ; he renovates the elements, and etery 
fublunary being. 

So when he takes his conge every evening of our he- 
«aQ^fa e re, he ftill affords us light, though but at feconà 
hand ; whilft. he in perfon makes his progrefs to the weft- 
em continent, to cheer and recreate by his prefence the 
i^etnote and folitary boriders of America ; liatr Cynthia it 
his proxy I here, attended on by otlier planets» waiting in 
thenr turns,, and a whole hemifphere of fixed -ftars. 
, TJbefe fliineby night, for other ends, no doubt, than 
merely to. Ifght the ihepherds as tbey vratoh their harm* 
kfd fk>cl;^, or ferve as Rambeaux to the wandering tra- 
veller ; yet this is con^ibrtable in our C'emeatary dark- 
Defs. . The tnariner rejoices, when in the mighty i«dbe 
of uaknowii feas, he makes a k>tterj of hisiortiiiie^-.and 
trnfts his foul aftd body to a rotten flctif, where ilavecy 
SMEid' freedom, life and death, are equal chances ; wèien^he 
ftruggles with impetuous winds, and boiile];orus waves, 
tlu-eatened on all ha^ds by the ■ hedkm f «ry of the fea ; 
1 fay, he is glad at fuch a time to h*ve the^ light his 
friend, though it be but thefMRt^iinmertagof.^ir^;aF8, 
thAfe he may fee the 'petils that, emomafiafs :hmi^ /z<oà'^é 
theprnpcKeft mi;ali»-to iHroiè them. < Hsilfriti iiktlieart 
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reriipedf if» in the dresdfol ftorm» he fpies bat one pcM» 
.cbiiik or cranny in the clo^e gloomy cloods through 
which the azure fky can (how itfelf ! And then fome 
profpcious cooftdlation^ to af^iear amidft that checker» 
wof k of this low orb» and thofc above, makes him take 
courage» and defy the powers of JGolut and Neptune ; 
lie challenges the rocks and fands to hurt him» and mockft ' 
the fatal apparitions of Caftor and PoUux. 

Yet theie» and many more inferior ufes, were not all 
£or which the ftars were made ; they have befides» un- 
doubtedly, fome .dominion» iniuence» and power on earthy 
and sdl the beings dwelling <hi it ; wherever they caft 
their rays» there is fome material emanaU<ui ftlt, «and ef* 
flux fiill of hidden magic ; they dart on men and other 
animals» on plants and other minerals» on every thing 
that is compounded of the elements and does refide with- 
in the fphere of their adUvity ; each darts» I fay» its ow« 
peeuliau* force and virtue. It is probable that every ..na^ 
tion» tribe» and family» each climate^ province» li>ot» imd 
corner of the earth, have their particular ftars ; fo have 
the diffsrent fpecies of all fuhlunary things» and every in* 
dividual being; bnthow to determine their influence par« 
ticuhudy» by divination» by calculating nativities» creeling 
horoicopes» and other {chemes of ailrology» to fbretel 
tk^gs to come» to avoid pognofttcated evils» and engrodi 
9]! happy events» to pradid other menj» fetes» v^itift vre are 
ignorant of our own» Ite» is nothing vrhich appears to me 
bejjtoad the power of hunMn ivafon, and a fcieace bttflt 
osihwL 

For who has nuiabend the iUrS) or vifited the phcer 
^tbeir different fltuatioB \ who has imd«rftood thdr va- 
lioua qoalltiesy eags^gcnewtSy aiknifms» and oUigattMH ì 
Acir titt to one -anothart aand their ohodieHce to the hMv» 
of the univerfe Ì O that nuurtal sum fiiould prefume to 
VoLVUL ic 
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dive thus far, even into ^he heavenly arcana^ the cabinet-fc- 
crets of God Almighty ! Will he be wifer than Ptolemy, 
Caflander, Eudoxus, Archelaus, Hoychilax, Halicarnaf» 
faeus, and niany others, moft expert matheoiaticians, and 
men of profound judgment, who have confefled, that af- 
ter all their fearch in this Icience, they find it impoiEble 
to make any certain concluCon from the configuration» 
tibove, in regard of the innumerable multiplicity of caufes 
co-operating ^ith them, to which we are wholly ftrangers; 
befides thofe things which oppqfe or favour the influ- 
ence of the flars among ourfelves, and with which we are 
very familiar, as the force of blood, cuftoms, traditions, 
manners, education, prejudice, prepoffeifion, place and 
time, empire and fubjedioo, diet and difcipline, finally^ 
the freedom of mind, or its fervitude; all which, they fay, 
the liars cannot compel, but only difpofe and incline. 
» Moreover, they who have prcfcribed the rules of judi- 
cial aftrology, differ fo extremely in one and the fame fub- 
jeét, that there is no encouragement for a thinking miaa 
to hope ever to make a true judgment by their rules, un- 
Icfs he be divinely infpired within, and have a certain na- 
tural inftinéì, which fuggefts to him the knowledge of 
future things, or he is poflelTed by fome.prefaging demon, 
whofe whifpers diretì: him what judgment to choofc ai^iong 
the many that may be made upon the fight of a fcheme,; 
according to the variety of rules that have been given ; 
and this is the opirfion of the learned Hali my country- 
plan, who has had many followers: So that after all, this 
boaftcd fcience will rather deferve the Jiame of fortilegy 
than aerology, whilft all its dilates depend on pure 
cohjedlure, or the extempore afiPedions of the mind ; or^ 
wl^ich is worft of ,all, on the afflatus of -bufy, interefled 
{pirits, genii, or demons of the air, who have f(»ne defigir 
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of their own to purfné, and make men their tools to ex- 
ecute it, . . 

Undoubtedly they both deceive others and are deceived 
themfelves, who praAife this vain art for the fake of filthy 
lucre ; for if there was any thing of truth in it, how came 
they to failfo often and fo egregioufly in their predidlions ? 
òr why do they always coilch their prognoftications in 
fuch ambiguous terms, that, Hke the Delphic oracle, may 
be taken in which fenfe you pleafe, and applied to any 
nation, prince, time, or perfon, as the aftrologer fhall 
pleafe to comment, after fomething of what he has faid at 
random may have happened ? For from that infinite va- 
riety of ftars and afpe^s, it is very cafy for a bold fophift« 
er in his art to cull out fuch for his turn as fhall be pro- 
per to convince ignorant people that he was in the right, 
when he promifed them long life, health, honours, riches, 
children, friends, power, viftory, the enjoyment of their 
loves» and fuch Hke, or threatened the quite contrary, 
even juft as they fall out ; but if at any time they were 
catched in an apparent falfehood, then they either compli- 
ment a man into a good opinion of them, by telling him, 
** a wife man has dominion over the" ftars,** or they infult 
aver him by a thoufand contempts of his fuppofed folly, 
which, they fay refifted the influence of the ftars, and hin* 
dered their good effed. Yet thefe fort of people are in 
chiefeft- requeft among the princes and .potentates of the 
earth, efpecially in the Eaft, where there is nothing to be 
. done eitj^er in peace or war, without 'firft confuting the 
aftrologer, though really there is not a more unprofitable, 
not to fay a more peftilent race of men in a common- 
wealth. 

Cornelius Tacitus, a grave author, complained of them 1 
in old time; fo did Varrò, with other fincere writers; 
and it was a quftom ia Alexandria foriwrly, for aftrolo- 
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gerà to pay a certain mbiJte, which they called fools- 
pcncc, becaufc it was taken from the gain which the a^ro- 
fogera made by their own ii^enious folly, and the ciedu- 
lous dotage of thetr admipcrs* 

My Dgnctv if -oui* Irres and fortunes depend upon the 
'ftars^-vvhat reafon have we to be afraid of any thiag-? 
Why are we folicitous, and full of needlefs cares ? Let us 
leave all things to God ; and the heavens, which cannot 
-err nor tranfgrefs the decrees of fate, Will be our guaran- 
tees till death : But if our lives and fortunes are altoge- 
ther fedepeadent of the celeflial bodies, let us bid good 
eight to aftrologyi as the -taineft ape or tnimic o£ a .fcience 
that ever buffooned the worlA. 

It was faid of old by the i^ges of ChaMea» ^ That 
Coà had coimmitted the difpofal of days to Mofes, and 
of hours to Jefu» the fon of Mary, but that he had 
referved the moments to himfelf, and hi^i^ lall favfjfirktf," 
Let ui therefore every minute -of our lives wait on htm, 
the Father of all things, with an entire reiignation. 

But there is a fort of puny'-fpirited men* fo tiinor<H3a 

« and void of true faiths "that they will rather believe any 
thing, though the moft incongruous fitì.ions of hobg^ib- 
lltis, ghofts, ecc. than the. didates of {olid rdafìsen ;:they 
•Uremble at the report of things which have no exxftefice 
ki nature ; and whofe very idea is fttH of frnpoffibXties 

^ and cotttfadidiofts ; yet they will ftand the^ briiBt of 
tpótht with bvazen forehcads> and rcM the dtnt of rs^iooal 
afguments, Hke fo many ColoiTuiTcs ; Hence it ^mea to , 
pafs, that whereas one lie is apt to take away the repata- 
vk>» oJF any hone^ man^ Aór that he ihaiU not be believed 
when Ift fpeaks true, on the contrary, here in our cafe, if 
ail nftt^log^er in hkraiidom prcdldioa^ hf mere chance 
hk» 9spoa a temarkabk tmth, it pvocures him credit for 
aU the liea that enr he has» or caa^be gtulty of{ impeiti* 
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ncnt and prepofiierow fort of fdlowa, who, whilft they 
pretend to know, %nà foretel future things, are ^norant 
df that wluch is paft or prcfcnt ; and when they are iob* 
pudently aflcrting their fanuliarlty with the houfes of the 
twelve %o8 in the zodiac, know not what is done in 
tlieir Dim homes and beds, as this epigram fays : 

• Aftra tibi aetherco pandunt Ceia omnia vati ; 
Omnibus et qux fint fata futura moment. 
Omnibus eft uxor, quod f e tua publicat, id te ' 
Aftra, licet videant omnia, nulla monent. 

But that which appears moft ftrangc is, that they it- 
fcr3>e the very gift of prophecy tio the ftars, alfo of the 

' origin «f rd^gion«i the fecrets of cosfcience, the power of 
woikiiig tmrtclet and cafting-out deWis^ the eCBcacy of 

• prayer, and even our immortal happinéfe or mifery after 
tins UiCk Thus they aiTert, that when Gemini is the 
mibeifdant, kc\d in conjundion with Saturn and Mei?eury 
under Aquarius, in the ninth houfe, a prophet is bora tX 
that time ; and therefore Jefus the Mefiias was endowed 
With fo'many nuitchlefs gifts and abilities, becaufe he had 
Saturn in bis configuration with GeminL 

Thus they diftribute the various fefts of religion that 
arc on earth into their diftiné^ clafTes, according to the 
dffieventafterifms above, Jupiter being fupppfed the ge- 
Tiend patron of all religion. Upon this ground, they, a- 
fcribe the religion of the Jews to Jupiter and Saturo^ of 
the Chaldeans to Jupiter and Mars, of the Egyptiatis lo 
Jupiter and the Sun, of the Arabians to Jupiter and Ve- 
nns, of the Chriilians to Jupiter and Mercury, and that 
religion or irrdigion of antichrift, which is, to eome^.ihey 
afcribe to Jwpiter and the Moon : They fay alfe, that 
Mofes prefcribed the obfervation «f the Sabbath from 
allrological grounds, it being. dedicated to.Satvirnj They 
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afciibe the deluge to the inflaence of the fltaYs^ ^ttà the 
law given on Mount Sinai is in their «Evinity owing to 
ihe fame original'; they attribute the conception of Jefue 
the fon of Mary to Venus, and his fuppofed death to 
Mars.; tliey affirm that the M«ffiaè hhnf^èlf wa^ the grat- 
ed ailrologer of his time ; that he made- a {Jartioi^i 
choice of hours, wherein to work his miracles, and to 
pafs through the ftrects of Jerufalem without receiving 
damage from the Jews, which made him^once fay ta hi» 
difciples, " Are there not. twelve hours in a day ?" when 
they warned him not to go into the city on fuch a day, 
for fear of the people. 

They add, that whofocver has Mars happily placed in 
the ninth houfe at his nativity, fhafl hate power to expd 
dcmoas from the poffeffed ; and whofocver has the Moon 
,with Jupiter in donjunélion with the Dragon's Head in 
the zenith, and fhall pray to God, whatfoever he deiires 
fhall be granted ; and that immortal felicity depends on 
Jupiter and Saturn, if they be happily pofited in I,eo, 
for whofocver has this configuration, hi« foul after death 
Jseing* freed from infinite ftraits and perils, (hall afcend to 
its originai and native feat, the region of endlefs liberty 
and blifs. 

' AH this' may be true, for ought 1 know, but tiH I have 
a dcmonftration for it, I (halldefire to fufpend my behef ; 
in the mean while, this is my faith. That aH things depend 
oti everlafting deftiny 5 whether the ftars be inftruments 
ili executing the eternal decrees or no, it matters not 
iriuch ; all fublunary beings muft obey the law that can- 
iTDt be revoked. 

Then fufFer not thyfelf, dear friend, to be difmayed,or 
over-anxious at any thing that happens in this mortal life, 
but pradlife that ode of Horace, 
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- JEqwm a^eviento irebu» in atduis' 
Servare mcntem : non iecus in bonis* . 

Ab infoienti temperatam ^ 

Loetitia, moriture, &c. 

Fiaallj) my Dgo«t, be inoVed «t nochbg» Adicui. 
. Ihirìs, jsii of tke nth Mooni of the ¥car i69i. ^ 



XL— Tì^Ibro JLalphaseh Effendi, a Mah of Letters* 
àt Con/hmÌÌHf>ple* 

1 C05JGRATULATE the honour thou Jxaft, Iq being made. 
fupcryifpr.of that noble wonk, an univerial hiftory o£ the 
worU ; I wi/h th^e and the otber undertakers a wbok. 
begira of happinefs, jyhofe date may commence wltb the 
fioifhifig this illuftrious volume. « 

, Tbc a^ufti has ordered me to addrefs to thee fuch far- 
ther,. inftruAions as are ncceflary to render the hiftory 
cof^plete, that nothing either of fubftance or ornament 
may be wanting- 

I.forijaerly fent that patriarch of the faithj5il a fchcmc 
or model of the whole work, which I drew up in the bet- 
manner I could, for the time that was allowed me j now. 
I fend thee qiie more ample and corretì; ; it is incbfed. 
in the box which comes with this, wherein thou wilt alfo 
find a lar^e catalogue of hiftorians, containing Ulmoft all. 
that hjve written the affairs of kingdoms and cmplrea 
lìnee the beginning of the world,, with their jfarticular 
charadlers, that thou m^yeft diftlngulih fuch as are worthy; 
of credit from the authors of figments : Neither art tlioa 
to wonder that I have in thefc papers given thee cautions 
how to ufe even feme of thofe whom we efteem of great* 
eft integrity and reputation ; for though they fcorned to- 
broach fables, or tranfmit romances to pofterity, yet they. 
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were flefli and Blood as Ttcll as other men, and many times 
their intereft or pafGons bìaflèd their judgment, and drew 
their pen» into cabal with a party : Thus Herodotus him- 
felf, though otherwife a ^nan of approved veracity, yet 
when he relates the war» of the Athenians, appears too 
partial to his darling countrymen, and lets thofe paffa^ 
efcape his pen in their favour, which are contradidled by 
Plutarch, and other more difinteretted writers, and for 
which he is particuli^rly reproached by Plutarch» in 9 
treatife of his, iotitled, Of the M^ce of Herodotus. 

Therefore, in cafes oiF this nature thou art not to con* 
fide wholly m any ooc author, whom thou Haft rcafon to 
fufpeA guilty of fiftion in hiftoiy, or fapinely piafs tky 
fentimcnts intothofb of another, without examining whe* 
tier his relations be true or falfc ; but having fo great a 
throng of teftimpnies, referve the laft appeal to thyfelf, 
and let thy own judgment be the tribunal where every 
one's fentenc'e is finally determined. 

Thus much- may ferve for a direAioft as to the matter 
q{ the hiftory' ; what concerns the feveral periods of time 
wherein things were done, authors cannot with fuch rca- 
fon be fuppofed dcfigncdly faulty, as miftaken in thejf' 
chronology, and thofc chiefly, who wrote in later times, 
and fcem only to have colle<5lcd and tranfcribed out ^of 
Others what was for their turn : And thou wilt have rea- 
fon to be particularly circumfpedl in what thou takeft on 
the credit of plodprus^ Siculus, Pliny, Paterculus, and 
fome others, who feem to have been too precipitate in 
fixing the terms and periods of time requlfite to the 11- 
iuftrating their hiftpries, without making a due compari- 
fon of the feveral cpochas hi uk among the precedent 
hlftorians, from whom they borrpw their light. 
■* In order, therefore, to the rendering this unlverfal hi- 
flory tibc mofl corred and free from error of any yet ej^- 
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tant, to the eternal honour of the muffulmans, and advan- 
tage of all mankind, it wilL.be neccflary for thee to have 
a right 'notion ,of all the different hcglras, or computation 
of years, ufed by divers nations, from the firft invention 
of recerds to this day : Thefe I have named in fhort, at 
the tops of columna to which tbcy^DeloDg, in the fcheme 
I have fcnt in thelbox ; now I will explain their meaning 
to tliee, and Ihow which are of moft Import in thi3 work, 
and which not. 

To begin then witl\that era which is commonly taken 
for a feries of tbe years of the world, or a computation 
from the fuppofed origin of time, thou oughteft to ob- 
ferve, that this is moft difputablc and uncertain of all 
other epochas, in regard it is impo0H)le to adjuft the dif- 
ferent accounts of the Jews, Grecians, Romans, Egyp- 

^ tians, Arabians, Perfians, and other natIons,not to men- 
tion the almoft eternal chronologies of the Chinefes and 
Indians, which extend many millions of years beyond tKe 
fuppofed time of the world's creation. 

Wifhing thee therefore, in this point, to adhere to thofe 
epochas which are moft commonly received in the Eaft, 
we will pafs to Noah's flood, wherein thou muft expeét 
no other light fave what is derived from Mofes and tlie 

* Hebrew dolors, which has occaflbned many to confound 
this deluge with thofe of. Deucalion and Ogyges, men* 
tioned by Ovid and other gentile writers: And indeed *it 
may weU ftart a fcruple in a mind not over-credulous, 
hov^ it came to pafs that this univerfal deluge of Noah 
(fuppofing It to be fuch) was recorded by no other na- 
tion on earth fave only by the Jews, as if it had not *c- 
qually concerned all mankind to tranfmit to pofterity the 
exa6i time of fo general a depopulation of bur race made 
by water ; but fo far are we from finding any fuch m*c- 
fnoirs, that there are no footfteps to be t<raced of tfa€ b«ft 
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matter of fa/^ or any mei^t{on mad^ of a flood, fave tho£e 
pf Ogyges and Deucalipn, Whence proceeded this ncgled 
in the writers of Afia ? What intercft, prepofleffion, or 
prejudice, could hiafs the.Phcenician antiquaries, the Fer- 
iian magi» the Chaldean lagea» the Indian gymaofophiUs, 
or the bon^is of Chinas ^rom regiftcring fuch an inunda- 
tion, as, if the ftory be true, fwept away all the race of 
Adam from the face of the earth, except eight perfons ì 
Or fhall we fupppfe that thofc eight perfons combined 
together to conceal fo great a cataftrophe of human na- 
ture from their pofterity, making their phildren believe 
that they were the firfl mprtals that «ver lived on earth ? 
If fo, how came the pofterity of Sem to be favoured with 
the firft difcovery of the truth, and thofe of Japhet and 
Cham to remain ignorant of their father's deliverance 
from an all-deftroying delp,ge l 

It has been ufual with the learned Nazarenes of late to 
cry down the writings of Manethon the Egyptian, Berp- 
fuB the Chaldean, Philo the Jew,, with Metafthenes, Aa- 
»ianu8, and other authors of antiquity, becaufe they have 
delivered relations which thwart the error of thcfe modern 
writers : On the fame fcore they contemn the Perfian an- 
tiquaries and poets, with all the records of the Eaft, as fa- 
bulous and not worthy of credit, becaufe they have been 
^nore careful than other nations^ efpecially than thofe in 
the Weft, to conferve the hiftory of the firft ages of the 
world entire, and free from corruption. But with what 
face will any rational man faften this calumny on priftine 
. Egypt, that fhe v^as the mother of fables and ignorance, 
;which all the; wocld Igaows to ha\ie been, the fole nurfe 
^nd fiaattinaiy of fcience and; truth ì Could not (he inform 
T^erfclf aright in the hiftory of the world, who firft taught 
ihe ufe of letters to other nations ? Where was ther^' any 
. «puumcpj of antiquity that came not out, of E^pt ? or 



what learnnig -that was not fìrft deTivedfrotti the <iity of 
the fan ? Mofee hìmfd:f, that ri*ndwned lawgiver 0P the 
'Ifradiétes, had his education at the feet c^f the Egyptfeti 
phUofophcrsi and the whole fyftem of hi» law» i» but a 
•partial eptt<*né of their ftatute«, whic*i, by adding, dimi- 
nifhing, and altering, he fitted to the peculiar traditkift 
and cuftoms of th« offspring of Jacob ; and why may we 
not fuppofe he did the feme in the hiftorical part <rf his 
books, particularly fo far as tended to beget faith aad 
reverence in hi« reader, to the fenéUty of that which he 
celebrates under the title of the h<^y Mtte, in which Noah 
wa^ the Janus with two faoes^ one looking backward on 
the old world, the other forward, regarding-' the future 
ages of. the new ? * ' 

I fpeak with freedom, and^tfer themanner of the Icep- 
dcs, believing that the boldeft difquifition^, even in things 
which are of dlviite affurancej ' are the- beft means to efta- 
blifh the truth. Let it not pafs, th^efore, for , an argu- 
ment of infidelity or athelfm (which fome arc pleafed to 
Ihy to my charge)', in that I ilrive to recover the loft an- 
tiquities of the world out of the nuns of time and igno- 
rance j and that to this end r even -call in queftioh thofe 
records, which, being fathered on Mofes, ^afs for divine 
oracles, which contain pafTages repugnant to human- rca- 
fon, and appear infinitely more fabulous than thofe, Whfch, 
" for their fekcj are condcnmed'as Itich by the fupcrftitftJus^ 
Nazarene». '• 

In all thi^ Phave notcontradiftedthe Alcoran,' Wttich 
confirms the fcriptures of the Old Teftament, but declares 
at the fame time, that the devil" has tfifert ed ròany errors 
into them ; it is only agamft thefe errors I 'difptitej ador- 
ing the truth wherever I find it,- though it were Wf-ilten 
in psfrc^ment made^ of the- fkin of an infide^, which thou 
^kooweft Ì8 3as great an abominati(J'i as the €iéÀ\ ofart^hèg, 

* K 6 
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« But to retili»* U)t.Na9h's ^^t .or tlmtiof Qgyg^, or 
DeuqalioQ's» sfhi<^ tl^u -wil^. (for^ae th^ firA i» an epo- 

ijie geiit4e»} tjKitt m\%. 4o w^U in u&ig «U ^bree^ aad 
Jea,N€ tbf XfiWti^y tjO ^Ui^^a» fcr; iyt ,wiB invobrc thee la: a 
labyrinth 9fkiiqtty'dijjpu|«to . 

Tb« oe^t (poch^ aj^ong th« gtntilei k taken ir«tn the 
bvxauQg ^ {da^ wber^Qby m«a> oc^s^iia^y found out the 
way %Q jpcU jrOHi. a(ad farnv. it ìq their neceffiiry ufc^f j airf 
the,i)fiiit t(^ th^t i^ tl^, ti^asUlatiQO (>f Qaayai^dei then ti^. 
building of Troy^ after thatt th^ expieditiaii el* Jafoo %o 
gettili^ ^4ep Atfc« i: and'fartyr&ve year» after dbat be- 
gvss th^'l^t f^<»df^ of tbf Crcciaos» theiirii: olymp^d 
iaftituted by Hercules ;. oext fucceed the jdyo^iada <^ 
|phitu8F I (houU b^e meuuomsd the Jewi(h epocha, 
which <b^g»p« wilh their df^rture out of Egypt; but t« 
itgar4 ^lMs,iftQiilj irfed by the writers of that nation, thoitt 
wilt^i^ ^d ^ of -any- great import» The years pf Na» 
t|ù|ia£^r arc p£gei>e{al observation} foiath« epodba from 
the building ,x>f^Roine. ; The era of Alexander the Qreat 
if ufed^by my <ro«utryroen the Arabian writera; the ca- 
pitoline gsixaòi Ì9 an era. mentioned by fonie Roman au« 
tiiorS) Ulit#^ of general remark, ' . . 

Th^^are aU |hat are of aaty note in-aneieaf: hiilofy ^ 
for as to the Ang4>fti^c.ycar8|, or thoC» reckoned from the. 
' bf^^le^of Ai$ittin».th(;y continued not long, and are but 
fpàrittgly ine^ioned in hiftory : But I had almoft. forgot 
the C^ippjue periods» which rouft not be omitted, and 
iberflqrfi I l^e placed thiem at the tc^ of a coLumn ia 
theifcl^W6:; ;hey ^mmcace from the CuBous battirbc- 
twetn Alexander and Darius at Arbela, wherein tbefer^ 
fians received a totaldefeat* •'. • ; 

As to more modern hiftory, thou wilt have occafion 
to uTe the Cbrifti^n era, the hegira of the Arabiaoa, and 

X 



the Perfian epo^; tboamaiV alfo tìbféryé the differehce 
i« the Julian add Gregoriart accottitts, the epdchi of 
Dioclefian, %he Spanish era ; ' and above afl things, bdtli 
hi the cpochas of the ancient and modem hiftoiy, thou 
muft hwe « fyccaX regard^ te? the diffbrast times of year 
.wherein each diftinA era be^Hs^ -for tlieydo not aH 
cofDfnencf in one una the £uiie imkM, but vary theif dates 
£rom th4 beginfimg ©f the year to the end: The want of 
6oe care tbemfbre in this* p^nt mbxéà breed a great coxt- 
Mlotr in an mviter^ hiftory, aAd- would render its chtt>> 
oology intrioate and obftur^. * 

Fdiow the moft anctent authodties, and be not dìfeóit» 
raged 4t the captioot remarks of modem wi^rà; foil 
they gpiypein the dark, and having fet up to tft^nnfelvdi 
ceitain fuppofititious land-4»aii:s,^whjereby to ineafure thè 
age of the world, the^ quarrel with the ancient fages £ot 
faeyiag it ia of longer fta&ding; as if thcffewhò are bUt^ 
yeRerday knew better the extent of time bàckwardtf than 
fJDch as lived above two th^ufand years agò^t Thua'they'^ 
retrench the {>rÌ2nit«ve fucceifions of die-Affyftan m^naW 
chy, bccaufe they .are dated before tkdr JewiHi epochàr 
of.Noah'a £ood ; and in the fame manner they dìeaì with; 
the Egyptians and Indians of the £aft> becanfe thoft" 
kingdoms were in being loBg before the time theie tip- 
ftarta have let for the beginaing of the world. - - 

But be not thou pax«iai to the ttmhy rfor'iwear to the' 
word» of inch as have narrow conceita of God ttàó hn 
wovks. Doubtlefs he is omnipotent and eternal, and it' 
isnoherefyto affirm, that the uaivedfe, both in exteift 
of time and phtce^ is adequate to thofe in^mptthenfiblé' 
charaékra of its architloéb. ^^ ' -A .*•..• 

Par», 14th dF the 12th Moon, of the Year 16^, . . f 
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'XIL— Tb the Wif^Jl of the Wife, the Key of the Treafures 
of Knoixjledge, the Fenerahle Mufti. 

I «AVE obeyed t}ie orders of thy fandiity, in writing to 
Ibro Kalpbafer Effendi the ftudent ; I have difpatched 
to him all the neccffary Lnftruólions Ke feems to want, t«- 
gether with a more ample and accurate fcheme of the 
work to which thou haft appointed him. Wljen the trani- 
htors fhall have procured the books I have named in a 
•catalogue, there will be nothing more wanting but the 
compiler's care in delivering a corredi chronology, where- 
in it will be neeeffary to deviate from th« H^zareneand 
Jewiih hiftorians, who feem to have curtailed' the age of 
the world, and reprefctitcd it infinitely younger than it is 
in the records of the moil ancient and uafufpedled writers. 

The ground of this error, no doubt, was partly the 
. ambition of the Jewifh nation to poifefs a famev of great* 
e(b antiquity, «md to be accounted' older than other coun- 
tries» and partly the lofa of fuch monuments and Yecoifés 
as were extant in other nations before Noah's flood. • 
J Of all people on the earth, the Jewsifcem to have been 
Sùs^ guilty of impofing'on the world, an opinion of their 
antiquity, and aggrandifing their line above all the rate 
of Adam ;. and from them the error Ts tranfmitted to the 
Chriflians, who, giving a kind of implicit and blind faith 
40 the Hebrew hiftorian», have confined the age of the 
world MÙthin the compafs of fix thoufànd years, whereas, 
if other chronologies be true, it may, for ought we know, 
bei shovQ fix hundred thouJàad years old* 

The Egyptian chronicks give us an account of no lefs 
than feventeen fucceffive dynaflies or governments in thai 
nation, before the Jewifti and Chriftlan epoclias of the 
origin of time; the Afiyr-ans bojft of a race of kings. 
long before Noah's flood, whofe fucceffion continued 
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down to the reign of Sard^napaius^ without the leafl in^ 
terruption or vacancy made by any fuch deluge ; but the 
Chinefe and Indians exceed all the reft of the world in 
the prodigious antiquity of their records; andamon^ the 
latter, their brarains affcrt the age of the world to.be lit,- 
tle Icfs than infinite or eternal : The laws and hiftories of 
thisnation (I fpcak of the gentile Indians) are written in 
a language which is now antiquated, and has no af&nity 
with any other fpecch in the world ; and the books that 
arc extant in tlii» language aflert that it was the fir ft and 
prinaitive fpeech of mafikind ; none undcriland it at this 
day, but \iit priefts and fucl^s they vouchfafe to teach 
it to in their fchools and colleges; yet this is the language 
wherein are. written the hiftories of their 6rft kings, .the 
origioal of their governnaent, and the &bks of the world's 
immenfe antiqui ty» 

Certainly it would be a deed worthy of thy munificence 
to procure a tranflation of fome of thefe records, that fo 
wc may no longer be in the dark as to the hiftory of that 
ten own ed nation. 

And I could heartily wifli our chronology in this work 
might receive fome light from fuch unqueftionablc monu- 
ments. . 

The Chriftians declaim againft every thing that docs 
not fuit with their tenets ; they fet up their private cr-v 
.rors as the ftandard of truth, and reject whatfocver con- 
tradicts thefè, as fehulous and heretical. In this they a£b 
like tlie giant, who, when his guefts were too fhort for 
..his bed, caufed them to be ftretchcdjout with engines ; 
and when they were to^ long, he cut off their legs or 
heads, to niake them fit (or their lodging. So do the 
Ndzarenes dc^l with ancient writers, and éfpecially with 
fuch as extend the age of the world beyond their narrpw 
. epocha, refblving not to admit of any chronology whicii 
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exceeds the limits of their own ; they retrench whole ages, 
and reduce the indefinite meafure of paft time to a fpan ; 
^hey efteem the Indians as fools, eafily impofed on by their 
crafty prieib, and all the records of the. Eaft pafs with 
theoa for fables, or the dreams of poetsl Tiiere is.no 
reafon that the enlightened muflulmans fhould be their 
apes, and mock at oriental hiftory, fince we arc taught 
from our cradles, ** That all wifdom comes out of the 
Eaft.'' 

But they will obje<^^ perhaps, how is it pol&ble that any 
-records fhould be prefcrved of the times before the flood, 
except fuch as were faved j/^ Noah's àrk, fince 4hat univer- 
fai inundation fwept away all the reft of mankind, and 
muft needs utterly efface their writings and monuments? To 
this I anfwer, that they cannot prove this inundation to 
be univerfal, not even out of their own fcriptures, which 
I have narrowly examined in this point, and find the de- 
luge limited to that part of the earth which was inhabited 
at that time ; which verbal limitation fuppofes that the 
whole globe was neither inhabited nor drowned, or elfe 
they mtift allow a tautology in fcripturc. 

Befides, it is evident from what the Bible fays concern- 
Noah's preaching an hundred aòd twenty years before 
the flood, that this was but a particular deluge, infliéled 
as a punifhment on that obdurate and impenitent nation 
where he lived, and who derided the warnings of the pro- 
phet ; for it cannot be fuppofed that Noah wandered up 
and down over the face of the whole earth, to preach every 
where, and warn all mankind of the approaching calamity ; 
and it would fecm partial in God to fend him to preach to 
one people only, and let the reft of the world die in ig- 
norance. Either, therefore, there vvere no more people 
in the world than thofe of hisown nation, or atleaft there 
were no inore to be drowned; he was employed in bufld- 
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ipg the ark during the time that he preached» and the al- 
coran make? mentioo of the water that boiled m Noah^a 
pot, which are convincing arguments that he went not 
out of bis own country, unlcfs we will fuppofe he carried 
the ark and his pot along with him, one of which is im- 
poffible, the other ridiculous» «nd both of ihem full of ab* 
furdities. 

Add to this, that it was impoffiblc for Noah aod his 
three fons to build an ark fo big as to contain allthc'fpc*- 
cies of clean bcafts and birds by fourteens, and the un- 
clean by fours,' and to have room enough to lay up pwi 
vifioo fufficient to nourijh his tamily, with fuch an infinite 
iMuaber of living creatures, fome of trhich would ihidH» 
ply upon him ewry moon, others in a little more time» 
and all of them within the year that they were cox^fined 
to the ark, for fo long did the flood lad. 

It is evident then that it was but a particular deluge» 
«ttd that tb^ ark was made only large enough to contai 
the fpecies of beafts and birds peculiar to that country | 
for-if it were otherwife, another difficulty will ftart, how 
all the innumerable kinds of beails could. tranfport them^ 
flelves from the iflands and remote regions to the ark, and 
from thence back again to the places from whence they 
came, after the flood was abated and dried up ? 

A great deal more might be faili ; but this is faffieient 
to render it very probable, if not to denionftrate, that 
this was no nwre than a particular deluge, by which God 
was refolved ^to exterminate the infidels out of that land» 
even as he has inflided judgments as terrible on other na- 
tions, deflroying them by lightniqg, or vehement windV 
or by armies of wild bcafls, as the alcofan often intimates'»: 
Other hiftories fpeak of whole cities in Afric, with tdl 
their inhabitants, turnei into flone in one night's tii&e. 
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ite a pvtnìfhment of their Wallowing in that vice, whofe 
rttj imagtnation creates a horror in chafte fouls. -• 
''Suppbfing tl^ettefoi-e that only Armenia, or the ad)a-' 
cl^nt countries^ were overwhelmed in this* deluge, it \nlt 
be e^fy to fnggeft that the other na^iond, fu<:h as Egypc^ 
Chiila, and the Indies, might ' retain their chronologies 
un corrupt from their original fource of time. 

It is of great importance to true hiilory that this point 
fiiould ht thoroughly examined, and the extent of the 
flood adjuftedj for if it could be apparently made . out 
that Noah^s flood was hut fuch another as thofe of Ogy- 
ges and Deucalion, all the mifts which darken antiquity.. 
wooié vanifh^ the whole firmament of chronology wótildr 
become clear 'and fcrene, and we fho\ild walk in the light 
of the ittimitive ages, without being dazzled or forced t«. 
wink. 

Me£hinks I behold thislight glimmering from aiarlike 
Aurora, 'the thee^ful harbinger of approaching day; me-» 
thinks I fee the fplendour of hiftoi4cal truth rifing fronr 
die Orient, and gilding the tops of thofe mountains, which 
the ignorance and fuperftition of fome, thcv pride and am-^ • 
hfttion of others, haveraified to hinder our profpeétof the 
£ar<»extendéd ages of the* primitive world ; and without 
rapture or hyperbole, I dare be bold to prefage, that a ' 
K«le more knowledge in the Indian language and hido- 
rles.will bring thofe things to light which have been hid 
for many thoufands of years from the greateft part of 
mankind. 

Go on then, thou facred patron of hiilory, go on to 
epcourage this unparalleled work; fend meflengers to the 
Indies^ men of learning and j^udence; let them court the 
bramins with the promifes of ineftimable rewards ; let 
t;hem try to win thofe renowned philofophers to come with 
their books to the fanéluaiy of the world, that fo this »• 
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jiiverfel hiftory may tranfcend all that bate he^n writtea 
before it, and that the proud cootemaers of the mufiiil* 
mans may have thi« proverb common «mong themfelve», 
when they would alTert any thing fertouily» to (ayi It i^ 
as true as an oracle, or as the chronology of thofe who 
hd[i<;Ye the alcoran. Great Ught of tb« faithful» adieu. . 
Paris, 14th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1681. 



XIII. — To Cara Halt, Ph^chnin ordinary to the 
Grand Signidr, 

X AM now. arrived to a great age, and have rubbed through, 
many fatigues in my lifetime ; I have ftood the hruiit pf 
ajthouiand perils» and undergone much harddup; paipf * 
and aiBidions have invaded me in body and foul; labour» 
perfecution» and grief, have been the portioq of my paft 
years ; now 2 would faia live at eafe if it wene poffibk* 

. Therefore I have recourfe t» thee» my old friend^ who 
haft often a&vded me thy coun&l in. time of ijieed ; I do 
not ftddicefsibr faihion-fake, or to.diDcover the vaft diteem 
I have for s^ phyfìcian» whofe fkilf^ ptefcriptiotis^ haye fa 
often faved my life : No, no, I am really in want of thy . 
aid» and n^ man but thyfelf can cure me. 

It js not eafy for me to deHne my diHemper» ilnce it i» 
heterogeneous, and complicated of many different ndalar 
die$ y however, it is Ò1 that thou (hould^ft be iufg^ra^ed 
of the particular fymptoms, and the caufes, as far as I ca|i. 
guefs at them, and I can do no lefs than > make .-.thee in 
part my cor^feffor. . 

Methinks 1 feel the jrev^rf^n of my youthful vanities 
inherit the entail of my paH ples^furcs, whieh. is. certainly 
nothing but pain aAd torment ; thofe agoiues .whigh I 
lai^Ucd at, in other men are now falkn to my own fhar^j 
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ihc cooiedies of my greener years are become the fenfibk 
tmgedte» of ny wcathcr^beaten age. 

Whihl 1 fweat, frown, and make a tnoutand grimaces 
«t the angutfti given me by the gout, ftone, -ftrangury, 
cboUcsi etAVip, and other acute diieafes, which excruciate 
ine by turns, I think the dvvine Nemefis has appolsted 
forno devil for an- tnquiifitor and tormentor^ of every boti^ 
vein, «teryr nerve, mufcld» and gut in my body-: Surely 
I am laid in the iirft pickle of nature's wrath ; f wifh it 
may be the laft, for I do not in the kaft covet her ill-virilL 
Then I have my fucceiBfe intervals of dropfics, afth» 
mas, dyfcntsries, fevers, confumptions, and God knows 
fcow mmy more fpe&cB of iieknefs t yet fbmetfmes'I am 
4M ftemingiy wdft in haalth a« Morogli ZtKHftafl, the old 
•ga, that lived )uft hytheobeiiflc in the Hippodrome, who 
nm away from hia father in his youth, and ferved feven- 
Uu^ fmxé in the wai* of Ferfia, lived till he was eighty- 
nine year$ old, yet never was kt blood, to»k phyfié, 0| 
mm fick ia all his life. 

• I protieft it is hard for me to guef» at my own eonfti» 
tatitio, or to find out the original of thoCe different habits 
io my body.) y«t I ha¥e a feeling f&nfe of ^at myfdf» 
which I cai^oot cxpreia to another. 

Sometime» I think there is Ibme native and radical ve* 
«kKn in my body, derived from the influence of malignant 
ftasa, that had thedonubion at my birth, though how or 
why it (hould be fo I am together ignorant ; neither 
can^ any aftrolo^er^ with all his fchemes and heavenly fi- 
. gunes» ^n^ince me vàdùh of the confteUations or planets 
:did me the iatal iikjury '; I give no credit to their anti- 
quated tales of trines^ eonjcui^ions, oppo(kk>ns> quartSes, 
and the i^ft of their . Egyptian jargon ; I believe t^cif 
may* be fomeifaiag true and (acred at the bottom of aftro- 
l<xgy, but it. is covered with a heap of rubbiOi, -rules, .an4 
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ob&rvfttions; aiid tbey that takit moft fnins» dig éeepeft» 
and make the narrowefl fearch into the ruxii» of diat nob- 
ble fcienccy ih all for one geauino piaii find a tfaott&nd 
counterfeits, for one truth a tlionfaud errors. It fare» 
with aftrobgy as it does with religion, whicii is cautoti- 
ifcd into innumerable fed» aad fidìions» «each pofitiveiy 
^iferting that they h^ve the only incorrupt laws of 6%d, 
whereas, if you make a Itrid fcrutin^, you (haM-findi^ery 
little fincere piety, but abunda&ce of profanenefi, > by^o- 
crify, aod fuperftition. 

Well, let it be how it will» whether the ftars haw ^ny 
hand ia the plot of hunrnn erents or no, wh^kher Saturn 
or Mars be malevolent or benign {^«icts^ i% inaMfirs'not 
oiuch^ no more does it 19 hear what they prate o§ aU the 
various afpe£ls and cpnfiguratiops of the other ft«rs: This 
I am fure of, that I endure a great many pains, which, 
let them be derived from above or below,, are very trou- 
Idefome. 

It is poilible that all or mod diHempers Tf4tich affiift 
human bodies, ia fo many different kinds, may be but the 
e&6^s of one original indifpofkion, or artaxy, in our ant* 
jnal fpirits, or fome heredit^uy contagion in our blood, 
or feminal pefts in our humonrs, which, Proteus-like, ap- 
pears in di&rent forms , maiqvenading! it up and down 
our bodies» in the difguiife oiitter&, agves, pbthyfics, 
coughs, con£amptions, rheumatisms, pleutifiesjafid a thou- 
jEsnd more ; or perhaps our vitals are not found t (amc 
fall or knock, or othei' accident in our infaficy, might put 
tie out of frame, or the debancherka of yvnth flRiay leave 
thor fting behind them» to idhaftife our r-ìpér years, zHà 
teasch us wiftiom before it is too kitCo 

I tell thee in (bort, all my maladies, «t I conje^htre, 
owe their opgijral to an ill-Cempered fpleen and vitùttéd 
hypocfaowlria» TWs^ as I faid be£vrr» I can caffly fed 
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wiehintnyfelf, but can hardly cxprefs the manner how it 
comes to pafs, with that accuracy as is requtfTte to make 
stnother fendble of it ; only, in general" terms, I fuppofe 
it has made mc extremely melancholy at fome times, and 
sis exccffirely merry and frolfcfome at others, both which 
paflions, thou knowell, have an ill influence on the hearty 
midriff, pericardium, liver, and lungs^ This I have found 
by frequent and long experience, though I will not un- 
dertake to defcribe the mechanic operation of thefe con- 
tiguous vitals one upon another, efpecially to thee, wha 
, art the moft accomplifhed and curious anatomiil of this 
age ; fuffice it to fay, that I have perceived within my- * 
felf the violent and forcible contraélion or dilatation, heat- 
ing or cooling of any of thefe interior principal parts, to 
be very pernicious to my health, having an immediate in- 
flux on all the reft, and fo on the blood, wherein is- con- 
tained the very cffcnce of this mortal life. 

My dear phyfician, our bodies are perfed machines,' 
and fubjcéì to the like mifchances ; if but a flraw, a pin, 
or any fuch dimiuutive trifle, get between the wheels of. 
a watch, it is prcfjently difordered in its motion ; the whole 
frame of the artificial mechanifm is either at a ftand, or 
goes too flow or faft, or at leaft very unevenly ; fo the • 
fmalleft irregular paflion in any of the chief members of 
our bodies difturbs anfl violates the peace of all the reft ; 
it fpoils their harmony, and makes them jar, juft like a 
viol, when fome blundering hand has new- turned the pegs, 
after a fliilful mufician had put the inftrument in tune. 

B<:fides, there is a ftrange chain of confequences with- 
out ; our pafllons hurt not ourfelvcs only, but others, and 
we receive again the revenge of the damage we give, for * 
there is an eternal circidation of juflicein the world: The 
whole univerfe is but a piece of clock-work, where one 
motion b«gets ahother to infinity, and one ftop in the 
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mQ9tì^e& wheel would put all the reil:tx> an eqii^l iUi^4^ 
We mortals are parts of this grand mechanifm, and b^ye 
Qur partlcul^i: fliares in the difaHers that happen to the 
whole; I, for my part» by many cafual jolts of (njgfpr- 
tune, the defigned bruifes of enemic6> and the corroding 
t^eth of tin^y am a]moil worn out ; if thou wilt by thy 
&ill refiore me agaln^ and put me in frano^, the praifc will 
be thy owa;,otherwifey the Firft Artift muft.even tak^ 
me to pieces, diflblve this^ufelefs mafs» and when I an| 
thus reduce d to my original element, he may new-mould 
my dué^ fubiiancc, and hammer it to what fafhion and 
end he plcafes.,. 

Only I beg of him rather to make m^^ny four-footed 
bcaft tlian a Spaniard, a Dutchman, or a Jew, among 
men ; for thefe are the fcandals of human race, 

Paris, ad of the ^d Moon, of the Year 168*. 



XIV.— »To Abdel Melkc Muli Omar, Prejtdent of 
the College of Sciences at Fe%, 

X HATE had to do lately with men pretending to ailrolo- 
py, p^fons of many words, and oftentatious exprefllons, 
but of little fenfe, and leCs knowledge, eveii in the very 
fcience they boad of. I can compare them to none more 
properly, than to thpfe travellers who vifit foreign coun- 
tries that they ^nay cpme home laden with romances and 
fablts, with trifling remarks, and jejune obfervations, to 
make a crackling noife among the vulgar; whilft wife 
men laugh at their folly, in that, after all their extrava- 
gant rambles abroad, tliey are not able to give a rational 
account of any tbing to the purpofe, and are perfeélly 
ftraagers to the place of their own nativity j fo thefe jwe* 
tended ftar-g^zers, whilft they boaft of beiqg f^liarly 
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«cquainted wiih sdl the regions of the fkjf can draw BMip9, 
chart», and figures of tke remote heaveris^ delineate the 
houfes of the zodiac, the courfe of the figirtf the govern^ 
inent»9 laws, and influences of the planets and con&dU- 
lk>n9> are ignorant of their own domeftic region, this 
globe whereon they dwell ; they know not the thmgt 
wkh which they are daily converfai\t, mach lefs can they 
penetrate into the fecrets of the earthy or difcorer the 
things that are under their fett. 

Wherefore» turning my back on theie «aia fchollaftsy I 
approach with reverence to thee» who art accompBfhcd in 
the myfteries of thofe worlds above and. this below ; I 
ha^ two difficulties upon my nùnd,- which I beHeech thee, 
to ioive I the firft is com:erniag the ordinal of the blacks 
or negroes; the other about the iiuc andrefiux of the fea. 

I was in company not long ago with an eminent, plijr- 
fician of Paris, a pcrfon of great abilities, a fearcliing fpi- 
rit, and very curious in his natural obfervations ; among 
other fubjcéts which we difcourfed of, we fell at length 
upon the grand diviflon ^ mankind into blacks and whitesy 
which carried us fo far, as to inquire into the caufes of 
this difference in their CQlour, whether it proceeded ftom 
the various heat and influence of the fun,>[>r from the «di* 
vevfe qualities of the climates wherein they live, orj'^nal- 
ly, from fome fpecilic properties in themlelvies» in the na^ 
tnral fmme and conft ituti on of their bodies^ 
- He was of opinion, that if Adaiii were white> aU hi* 
children muft be fo too ; i( Wack, all hi» pofterity mnft 
be of the fame colour ; tlicrefbre, by confeqaence, either 
the blacks or the whites are hot tlie defcendants of Adam. 
This he endeavoured to pf\Hre by many plaufihle argtp- 
«otents } but he infifted chiefly on one experimeivt he had 
ieea made, when preient at tlie diSedi^nof a dead negro; 
for he afirmed, that b<t^e«n the ontwa^rd »idi»war4 à^ 
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of the corpfe, was found a kind of vafcular plexus, fpread 
over the whole body like a web or net, which was filled 
with a juice as black as ink, from whence he concluded 
the outward fkin received its tinifture ; and in regard 
there is no fuch web or net to be found under the fkin of 
a white man, it ferved to him as an argument that they 
were two different fpecies or races of men from the very 
firfl original of mortals ; nature having given the ope 
kind an inward as well as an outward cbaradleriflic to dif« 
tinguifh theoLfrom the other in this diverfe organifation 
of their bodies* 

I jmuft confefs it has been my opinion a long time, that 
the negroes or blacks owe their coloumo a far higher 
and more ancierit original than to the cu^ which -Noah 
pronounced on Cham and all his peflerity, as is com- 
monly believed ; and I^^ould even grant th^m to be a 
different race from that of Adam; for it is no new thing 
, with me to conceive that mankind had a different original 
from that which is recorded in the book that goes under 
Mofes's name; and I dare be bold to fay, that that book 
of Genefis was either not penned by Mofes, or if it were» 
that it has been much corrupted in after times, and that 
at prefent there is not any known true copy of it in the 
world ; for how can we father fo many incongruities as 
are to be found in that book on the holy prophet ? Or, 
if he were really the author of fuch contradidions and ah* 
furdities, how can we believe him without forfeiting our 
fenfe ? God gave us our reafon to be a lamp and a prop, 
to light and fupport us as we walk through the dark and 
uncertain wildcrnefs of this mortal Efe, not as an igms 
fatutUf to mifguide us, or a reed of Egypt which deceived 
him that leans on it, and caufes him to fall; he has fquar« 
<ià our faculties to the works of eternity; our native ideai 
of things arc cxaA and true, till adulterated by the falft 
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flrokes of education, fuperftitionyand foreign error: Thus, 
in my infancy^ I remember I coufd not conceive any li* 
mits to the extent of fpace, nor any beginning to the age 
of the world 5 and I have retained the fame nqtion of itt- 
iinite. and eternal matter ever fi nee, even to thefe grey 
hairs; fo, of the original of mankind I believe not the 
narrow and partial genealogies of the Jews, who only 
ftrove to exalt themfelves and their own lineage above all 
the nations on earth befides« , 

For ought I know, there were as many original proto- 
plafts of mortals as there are different nations» fpeaking 
various radical and material languages, obeying feveral 
forms of government, and pra6^ifing diilm6: maxime and 
principles; or, it is poffible the Eafl produced one folt.of* 
men, the Weft another ; whjlft the North and the South 
brought forth an equal variety. Who knows the force of 
the conftellations and-hcà^^ens above, or the hidden vir- 
tues which exhale from the depths below ? Thefe may 
differ as the climates do ; and the fiiit ingredients of the 
earth might all be marked with the various affeélions, paf- 
fions, and difpofitions of her then common parent ; even 
as children are now-a-days ftigmatifed with the luft of a 
teeming mother, ^ 

O that it were pofTible with Thefeus to deicend into 
the bowels of this globe, and come up alive and fafe again i 
that we might dive into the abyfTee below, and vifit the. 
caverns of perpetual darknefs ! that we might creep along 
by the roots of the ancient mountains, or through the 
channels of mine^ a thoufand miles beneath the furface ! 
There would I feek for the fountains of hidden waters, 
which run to and' fro ill the veins of the earth; I would 
find out the fubterranean feas, lakes, and rivers, which 
feed our upper ocean with its briny floods ; and perhaps^ 
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there I (hould difcover the true caufe of the flux and re- 
flu^ of the fea, which has fo puzzled till philofophy. 

Tell mc, thou fàge of fages, can all the fountains, rf- 
tuiets, mighty tìhan'néls, lakes, and feas, which we fee on 
the fuperficies, be conftantly fupplied only -by (howers 
from heaven, which in Tome places fall very fparingly, or 
not at afi ? Oould the coitflant regular tides and ebbs be 
ftfll maltttaiiied by the uncertain fickle rains and fnows ? 
Or is there not an eternal circulation of waters through 
the various hollo wneffes of the earth ? * 

In a mine at Bern in SwiffeHand, about 230 years ago, 
fhcre wa» foiihd a whole fhip 50 fathom %ep, with all its 
tackle, and thfe dead bodies df many feanSn : I aflc. How 
that (hip came there ì 

Who can give me aii account of the many whirlpools, 
voragos, and Charybdifes there are in diverfe feas? There 
19 one on the north of the world, not far from Mufcovy, 
forty miles in compaft, which when the tide comes in, 
fwalloWs up sill the fea with an infupporta^le noife, above 
that of thunder, with (hips, filh, and whatfoever elfe comes 
within that fatal ftream ; then at the ebb it throws them 
up again with equal fury. Doubtlefs, there are innumer- 
able fuch devouring jaws of the earth under the various 
bcfttom^ of the fea ; and I will never trouble myfelf any 
farther for the folntion of this grand fcruple, which coft 
the Stagyrite his life. 

Venerable fage, tell me thy opinion of thefe things ; 
for I could bring fnftances enough to write a volume on 
this fubjed ; but I am brief with thee who canft not im- 
prove by any thing I can fay, who write this as one that' 
be^ff intlruftion, and not to teach or inform an oracle. 

Paris, 20th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 16Z2. 



t 1 
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XV. — To the Kaimacham. 

Here is a race of infidels newly flarted in France, whc^ 
if they be let alone, may, for ought I k<ftow, in time de- 
populate not only this kingdom, but the whole earth ; a 
fociety of mifcreants, forcerers, magicians, wttehesy'andl 
know not what; they fecretly-fteal children a^vayirom 
their parents, and offer them ih facriilce to detiioDB; their 
blood they fave to compound hoirible poifons and exe- 
crable enchantments. The bread of Paris and other d- 

• ties is become like the fruit of the tree Zacon, which o- 
ycrfhadows the centre of hell, full .of deadly venom ; the 
fountains of once living and refreflting -waters are mtw 
tainted with the contagion of Styx, Phlegcthon, and Cp- 
cytus; there is no fafety in eating or drinking; men choofe 
to perifh by hunger or thirft, rather than taftc the very 
fruits of the earth ; they undergo a voluntary famine* in 
the midil of infinite plenty ; and whilil there it an aflo- 
cnce of all things which ufe to fupport our mottal lf£e, 

[ people complain of fcarcity, and die for wa&t of utiiale'* 
fome food. - ' 

In the mean while, nobody can teH the meaning of U: 
but a diligent inquiry is made: Some are arretted on fu£- 
piclon, others are convided by undeniable evidence, )tet 
will confcfs notlung ; they prove them guihy in matter 
of fa6t, and put them to more than the commoi^ tortui^s, 
but can extort not a fyllable from theni» vvhick fhall dif- 
cover their accomplices, or reveal the bottom fecret-of 
this nefandous pradice. 

Arife! arife! arJfe! Medea, Circe,.JEfcul^iu8, or fome 
other pdvvers more expert in nature's hidden force ! Aiife, 
I fay, and prop the fainting relics of human tace. New 
deaths invade the world, men fpeak, fccm ttout, they 
walk the ftrccts, are merry, briflc, and gay ; and yet in 



Book LV./ A srr at pam3. 245 

the height of laughter, down they drop and die. This 
is very ftraftge ; but mgre fo it is, that even after death, 
when they are,. cqld, th<;ir chops remain ftiU diftorted » 
theiame comical figuiic,. not much, unlike^ the ftatue of 
the -fatyr W^Mch fends behi,nd the gate of the women's 
apartipents ia the .£e;raglio« 

.1 hate indeed read of a frujt, which whofoever taftes, 
wiU die lai^iagf and of the torpe4p, which if any man 
(oudi| thougK with a ftaiF or pole. in his hand, tmmedi* 
ately it betiiimb^ biro, ?uid takes- away his fcnfc of feeling : 
But I always, ascribed thefe ftories to the romantic hu« 
-mour of Pliny, or at leaft of thofe from whom he collect* 
ed the pleafant paragraphs of his natural hiftory ; but 
w^ I am '(;9i|i;VÌ9bced th^t is poiBble thefe .things may be^ 
true. 

In a word, I tell thee plainly, that were it not for ho» 
Xkc&i EUachim the Jew,,poorMahmupmuft flarve himfelf; 
for I would rajther .di^ weeping and famishing, ^ deploring 
und . lamenting the. miferies of human life, than pafs to 
Orcus in an artificial good humour ^only framed by the* 
force of poifons and charms* But Eliachim andT all the. 
Jews are. lingular in t^eir diet 'y they take care n9t to be 
polluted, by ab(»ninable infidels y they will not eat the 
bread of the Chriilians, nor taile of their fiefli ; the law. 
of Mofca forbids it, I and they are very curious in obferviiig 
it ; ^y have their coro^merchants, mlUers^balfers, but- 
chers,, poulterers,, . and fiftmongcrs, by thcmtóves, their 
fruiterers allb> and fuch as ferve thorn with water, wine, 
or any ot^i^r beverage; they will noteafily be cheated of 
their, lives, through the complaifance of what they call 
good nature J neither French nor Dutch, Italians nor. 
Spauiards, ihaliimpore upon then? 5 they eat and drink 
more nicely, (I fpcak of the bettci: fort) than the infidel. 
kings, of the earth. 

L 3- 
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HereiB Ues my fafety amidft the common danger ; 1 
ncTCr cat or drink, orlate, but at EKachim*8 houfe ; for 
I dapc not ; fo wdUgrounded arc the fears of poifon in 
the fociety of Nazarene» at this time in Paris, 

By the Ood of my fathers, and my God, I would 
not willingly go down to the (hades in a vehicle of >4ta« 
m^la, xerim, or any other fubtle eaftern opiate ; I would 
father fairfy ftand the fate of a hulkt, dagger, fword, or 
aay thing that with candour threatens us above-boatd | 
but to be fneakingly undermined, circumTented, &c. goeé 
againft the gr^, by the wounds of Mahomet, which he 
tecttived befbre the holy flight. 

O Ali, All! this oath brings Hiy fame to my remem'^ 
brance. Who durft ftand agatnftthe fword of Ali when 
be was in his wrath ? Ali, the true fuccefibr of the pro^ 
phct ! 

Do not take tne for a kyfilbàfehi, heretic, infidd, &c, 
for I am of an untainted race, a true believer, a muflulman' 
in all fenfes ; but I hate fanaticifm and famous bigotry : 
Though we hate the Perfians, and pdrfue them as incor- 
ngfblc heretics, may we not love and honour the caliph 
whom they follow ? So we are profeffcd enemies to the- 
Chriftians, and yet we reverence Jefus the fon of Mary, 
the ChriMans Meffias. 

But to return to the French ; the king has ere^ed a 
kind of inquifition« court, which is called the Chamber of 
Poifons : Here all perfons fufpeé^ed of thefe diabolical 
praftices are examined, and put to the torture ; alfo, mil. 
iers, bakers, butchers; fruiterers, vintners, and other tmdes, 
which fell any thing to eat or drink, are fwom in* this 
chamber, and undergo a fcvere fcrutiny ; fo do all phyfi- 
clans, druggifts, and apothecaries. EdiAs are da^y pub- 
fifhed, whereby <* all peffons pretending to a fpirit of di- 
vination, &c. are commanded forthwith to depart the 
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kingdom under the penalty of destfa.'^ It is ordered alfo, 
" That whtofoevcr has abufed any fipntcnce of the vrritten 
ÌAW, in making of enchantments, fpells, charms, or any 
thing befide or beyond the force of nature, fhafl be fe- 
vefdy punifhed." The fame edi£^ forbids « all ufc of 
poisons, unlefs they be fuch as are ingredients of whole* 
fome medicines, and help to compound thofe phyfical pre- 
parations which are ncccffary to conferve the life odFmen; 
dnd that even thefe (hall not be fold to any perfon whi^« 
Soever, bat only to thofe who by their art and profefiioii 
are obliged to make ufe of thci(i«'' Abundance of care 
IS taken both by the Aiate and the church, by ptiblio ma* 
giiirates and private perfons» to difcovcar the authors of 
^lefe inhuman tragedies, and to prevent the like for the 
future ; every m^n's eye is upon his neighbour, and they 
of the fame houfe are jealous one of another ; the fether 
fufpe^ and narrowly watches the motions of his fon» and 
the mother will not tru& the daughter of her delight i 
«children are wary of their parents, and one brother or 
lifter dares not eat or drink any thing prepared by ano» 
ther; neither the ties, nor even the facred bonds of friend- 
(hip itfelf, are fufEcient to conquer men's fears and ap- 
prehenfions of being poifoned. 

In the mean while, the inhabitants of Algiers have felt 
a terrible blow from the French arms ; for the King of 
France having received fome affront from thefe corfaixs^ 
gave orders to the Sieur de Quefne, lieutenant-general of 
his naval forces, to go and bombard their city ; which 
was performed accordingly, in the beginning of the 9tb 
moon ; and that bold warrior threw fo many bombs into 
the towù, that he ruined a conflderablc part of it, over- 
threw the principal mofque, and killed many thoufands 
of men ; which obliged the Algerines to become humble 

1-4 
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Iji^pIicanU for peace ; and it was graated them on cer» 
tain. condttioBs, advantageous eaoogh for Fnunce* 

. This jnomarch is wholly addi^ed to war, in wìùchrsìfa 
he is no kfs expert than he is in matters of jiate ; and he 
loves té fee his fuhjeéis follow his exan^le* To this end: 
be has btely eflahlifhed two feminarles» one in the citadel 
of Toumay, the other in that of Metz» where a oertaio 
number of cadets or yojanger brothers, who can j^ove 
themfelves defcended of noble blood, are educated at the 
ling's charge, and taught the method and art of forti^ 
catioBs, with other exercifes of military difcipUne. 

:• Thift ÌA a great encouragement to the young g^^try and 
iv^leSft. and fills them with glorious emulationa, every one 
heing amhitious to excel another in thefe heroic arts; jwd 
the hiikg wiU never want for able foldiers to ferve him ia 
any ftfition at home or- abroad* 

, . Illuitrious^ kaimacham, this is all the news I can at: 
pficfent fend th/ee. May God proteél thee and all the 
true faithful from the fly attempts- of magicians, witches, 
and poifoners* As for me, I knovf npt how long I fliall 
efcape their fnares^ but I will be as cunning, as I can. 
Sage minifter, adieu. 
Paris, 4th of the 7 th Mood, of the Ye&r i682t» 



XVI. — To Na'than Ben Saddi,^ J^ew at Fiehna. 

1. a^fCEivEi> a difpatch yeftcrda;^, figned with thy name, 
but not written by thy own hand, nor in thy accuftomed 
ikf]^i and yet there is no mendon made.of ficknefs, a bro» 
ken arm, or any other misfortune, which might hinder 
thee, from penning it thyfelf, which fills me with abun- 
dance of doubts and fcruples. If the palfy, or any otli^r 
dife^fe, has taken from thee the ufe of thy liuibs, I hope 
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k has not. deprived thee of thy reafon; tkat facdty fitaald» 
have prompted thee to explain this myftenoiisway of <Sor« 
refpondence> by the fame hand which wrote thc'kttér. I 
know not what to think of it. It was very odd thus to' 
leave me in the dark $ and thou canft not blame me» if 
inthis obfcunty I ftumble upon fufpicious thoughts. I 
am not jealous of thy fidelity» though fuch a condu^ as 
this would make a man fear the worft ; but I rather ap- 
prehend the effeéi of thy credulity and negligence. In** 
wordy I am afraid left fome prying bufy^body has got 9r 
glimpfe of our fecret bufinefs and mutual intelligence»^ 
and fo put this trick upon me in thy name» to fee what 
anfwcr I will make» which they may think eafy to do^ ^' 
intercepting the letters which are addrefied to thee bf^ 
the poft ; to prevent which» I fend this by a private mei^ 
fengcr. We cannot be too cautious in fuch cafes, where ape* 
falfeilep betrays all, and lays our defigns open to the woikLr 

I coDjtire thee to be very plain and particular in thy 
next; (atisfy me in all things; for I am very anxious at; 
prefent > my mind is full of thorns and briars ; I (hall not> 
write to any of the fublime minifters» tiH I have thy an-^ 
fwer by the fame meffenger I fend ; therefore difpfltdi' 
him with expedition. 

As to Count Tekeli's bufinefs, if this information be 
really thy own, and not fent by fome fly interloper» I 
like the projefl well enough^ 4iad will commiHilcate-itto 
the grand viiler, or the kaimacham, without taking no» 
tioe of thy overfight in putting me to this fright and^ftfòw^ 
ble. The count has a good cìiaraéler among the French» 
who are no friends to the houfe of Auftria, or enemies to 
the Grand Signior. This is certain, new fpirks muft be 
raifed in room of thofe who arc taken away ; for coitfpf- 
racies of this nature muft not be given over upon every, 
difcouragement. Care muft be taken, that the Hunga* ^ 
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tisiA^iàStìùnht coaftantly fupplied wnh frefh and aélive 
heads» likcr tbe hydra, as faft a& the old one» are cut off; 
and I know not where they could have pitched upon a 
more likely man than Couné Tekeli : He comes of a 
good parentage, and hisanceftors were all along patrrots, 
and ftkklers^ for their country's hbeities j they ever op- 
pofed the tyranQous encroachments of the hoofe of Àuftrìa. 
Carcoa's journal relates manyremarkaUe pa&ges of 
Ike Tekelis, whofe eaftle, he fays, was the ufual rendek- 
voutof all the makoiitent Idrds in thofe parts, who were 
weary of the German yoke ; there they caballed, and 
bdd their private cosfults, there they hatched their 
plots againft the emperor. I read Ms journal daily» 
finding no finali pleafure in k, and abundance of pro- 
fit ; for -it contains £é€& memoirs of diverfe carious 
tranla^ions and et^nts that happened both in public and 
pnvate, daring his refidence at Vienna ; and I take the 
greater ddight in reading him, becaufe his ftyle is very 
fliort,,yet compreheniive j £imiliar alfo and free, without 
jmpertinenctes, or fdecifaM; he gives not one the fatigue 
of. dwelling long upon ai period, to hammer out the fenfe 
by attentive ftudy, but he couches his words like a train 
of gunpowder, which is no fooner lighted at one end, but 
in an ihftant the other catches the flame ; fo you can 
hardly caft your "eyes on three words at the beginning of 
a paragraph or fentence in Carcoa's journal, but you an- 
ticipate his fcope in all the reft. This argues a great fe- 
rcniey of fpirit in the author, and an elegance not to be 
met with but in a ipind void of clouds. Befides, he re- 
lates no trivial matters, or talcs fit only for women and 
boysj but he treats altogether of weighty land important 
afiairs, intrigues of ilate, remarkable ftrokes of war, fub« 
tie overtures of peace, which he gracefully intetmixes with 
paraBek of hiftory, with ^hara6ters and defcriptions' of 
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countries and their inhabitants, and fins^y with philòfoi 
phical, moral, and poh'tical remarks, all very iftj^reeàl^lé 
and pleafant. 

Nathan, I counfel thee to iiaiitate his exa«*iple, and !cav€ 
fome memorial b^ind thee of thy induftry and virtuci* 
To this end, apply thyfelf at fparc hours to reading ? but 
be fure ufe caution in the choice of books, dfe it is 
but time mifpent ; be cmrious in fearchitig out the raoft 
excellent treafures, for vain and trifling' fubjeéls are fit 
only for the fire ; liave a fpecial regard tb the credit of 
fuch hiflorians as fall in your way ; beftow not a mom^t 
Ofn thofe that are not authentic, left old time calltbee tlT 
an account for the wafte; then accuftom thy pen to make 
epitomes, abftra^, and coHe Atons out of what tboa read* . 
eft ; and Icàrn to be nice and cleanly in thy language ; Ì 
fqualid ftylc turns the ftomach of a reader, whereas polite 
expreflìóns whet his appetite, and caufe him to dcYOur 
whole volumes with a guft. 

After all, I bid thee farewell ; and advife thee not to' 
negleéìr the Grand Signior's bufinefs, but mind the main 
chance. 
Paris, 5th of the 8th Moon, of the Year i6$2. 



XVII. — To ti^ Kaimacham. 

1 s If ALL now acquaint thee with an accident, which ex- 
tremely furpriTed me when I firft heard of it, and has ftxtt • 
left. me in confufìon. About feven weeks are pafiTed fince 
I received a letter, dated as from Vienna, which Nathan 
Ben Saddi fubfcribed ; but I prefently perceived it*wa« t 
not his own hand-writing, which made nie very vrntsif- 
and kHi of careful thoughts $ for it contained matters of . 
importance, fccrets of the Hungarian league, with a par*^ 
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ticular projcéi rèladng to Count TAcli, a great lord ia 
that country. 

I con{idered,tliat if the letter were written wkh Nathan- a 
knowledg,e, and by hi» order, he could not lie fo fbrget- 
fuT ad not to bid the fcribey whoever he was, give me an 
account of the reafons which hindered him h6v^ writing 
to pfie himfelf ; for he mud: needs imagine i fhonld be 
troubled, and in no fmall aftoniihment, to find matters of 
that dangerous confequence addrdFed. to me in an us* 
known hand, under his name ; ox dfe I thought he took 
me for a man that made no refìeéUons on things. I knew 
not well what to conclude, amidft fo many probable un* 
certainties. * 

Howevfsr» I was refblved to aél more fecurely, and with 
greater i^ution on my fide» in order to a ijght lafomui' 
tion in this myftery f wher^orc, not daring to tnift the 
pofts, I difpatched awfty a private courier to Vienna, one 
in whom I can confide, with ample kiftru6Uons^ asd a 
letter to Nathan Ben Saddt, wherein, among othet things^ 
I defired him to tdl me the meaning of this c&ndu^. 

My meffenger is hoheflly and fafcly returned ag^in t» 
Paris, but no Nathan Ben Saddi to be heard oh All the 
account he could learn of him was, that about eight weeks 
Igor he wfflt out of his houfe with a ftranger who pre- 
tended* bafinefs with him at the bnrfe or exchange ;. but 
neither he nor the ftranger have been feen or heard of 
fince; only they faid, that a day or two after Nathan waa 
miffing; there was the dead body of a man feen floating 
in an téày of the Danube, bard by the bridge, but the face 
was fo mangled and disfigured with wounds and ilafhes, 
that it was impoffiblc for any to diftirtgnifh or diicern who 
it was 5 yet Nathan's friends were apt to fcripe£l it was 
he himfelf, and that he had been privately naAurde£(4iL and. 
afterwards thrown into the river. 
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This is the fubilance of what my mcffenger could learn 
of him ; and he was forced to ufe abundance of caution 
in inqmring fo far; Jeft by being lefa referred he migkt 
have brought himfdf into trouble, ruA the hazard of bc^ 
wg put to the torture, and difcovering what I intruftei 
him with, bcfides other inconveniencles. 
^^ Praife be %o God, he.efcaped aU fcrutiny, amd is come 
back fafe with my letter) but what is become of that Jew 
God knows. Perhaps fome of his own nation have made 
him away privately, to prevent his turning muffulman ; 
IdT he was unfettled ia hit! religion, and if, amidil his w^- 
veringd, he feeined to have any particular bias fironge^r 
than ordinary, it was that which inclined him to^ tjic 
f^ith of true believers $ and if he perifhed on this account^ 
we ought to efteem him as a martyr of God and his pro* 
phet. But I muft confefs, I that well knew the (halloa- 
nefs and inconftancy of Nathan's temper, with the fuppr* 
ftitious attach which he ever had for his rabbis, have 
hardly faith or charity enough to believe his 2xal for the 
alcoran would carry him to martyrdom ; neither can I 
ft»rbear thinking there is fomething worfe in it. 

But all this which feems fo ilrange to me, may be well 
known to the Oiiniiiers of the augud Forte, by whofe or- 
der, perhap», he has received a iecret death, as a chaftife- 
ment of ibme crimes they have found him guilty of, and 
which they could not infliéi openly, in a country of ei^c 
miet afid itifidels ; or, it may be, he has . privately with- 
drawn himfclf, to prevent fuch a punifhment, being con« 
fcious that he deferved it. Be it how itpleaCes God and 
^my fuperiors, I humbly crave advice and 4n{tru6ìÌons a- 
l^ut the orderii^ ^y bills and other matters. Sage kai- 
macham, «dieti. 
Paris, 6th ol the iilH Moon, of the Year x6Sa« 
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XVIIL^TV DoNET Oohoxj. 

X HIS còrnea to tby hands by the fame poll with one 
to the kalmacham i therefore I pray thee be quick in 
executing the contents of it. I have not one friend in 
the feraglio whom I dare truft with fucb a fecret 5 thou 
art my only refuge» at a jan<^ure which requires fidelity, 
prudence, and a dexterous conduA in diving add fearching 
iiitoacevtain myftcry, which, for ought I know» may 
concern my life. 

To tell thee, in fliort, Nathaii Ben Saddi, the fultan'a 
agent incognito at Vienna, a Jew by defcent arid religion, 
is, I fear, privately murdered by fonie order from the 
dmin ; but for what reafons I kqow not, unlefs it were 
in compliance with the old maxims of the fubUme Porte, 
which feldom fuffer any flave to go to his fepulchre in 
peace, who has fcrved the Grand Signior many years in 
any eminent lotion. He has been itiified at Vienna thefe 
eight weeks ; and within a day or two after his firfl ab- 
fence, the body of a dead man was found floating on the 
Danube, but fo disfigured with wounds, as it could not 
pofiibly be known who he was, which gives me the great-, 
cr fufpicion that it was he ; and if fo, I may expeól to 
be fcrved fo myfelf in a little time ; for my turn is next. 

Therefore, if thou haft a»y love or friendfhip for me, 
be watchful on my behalf ; attend the whifpera of the 
court, and obferve the lajnguage of thofe who difcaurfe 
with their fingers ends : The caft of the eye many times 
difcovcrs the fecret fentiments of the heart ; fo does a 
Ihrug of the (boulder, a pout of the lip, or any other ar- 
tificial gefture ; they are all fignificant, and expreflive of 
what affe6tions and thoughts we harbour within. Thou 
knoweft how to a6i the mute upon occafio», as well as imy 
ili the feraglio; I conjure thee to ufe great dexterity, and 
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no lefs expedition la unravelling this fecret ; feign to know 
fomething more than thou doft, that fo thou mayeft really 
lear» t^rhat I would have thee know concerning Nathan's 
fate, and mine too, if pofiible. Let no 'cold indifference 
make thée negleil this due care of thy friend's intewft 
and life 5 we wei"e born to ferve one another with mtttual 
zeal and fidelity ; the good ofBces thou doft me are but 
lent, to be repaid again with others, whenever opportuni- 
ty prefents itfelf. But thefe arguments are fuperfluous ; 
thou ncedtfft no fpurs to do a generous adiion*; I know 
thou loveft me, and wilt be adlive at this jundure on my 
account. 

In full and entire confidence of this, I take my repofe 
under the (hadow of the divine mercy, begging of God 
to afford thee a ftielter in time of peril ; and that when 
thou and I have weathered all the tempefts of this mortal 
li&» we may triumphantly enter the port of panidife^ and 
enj«y one another in eternal felicity. 

Paris, 6th of the iith Moon,, of the year 1682. 



FINIS. 
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